
I t poce.bonta s. Co. S"Ci,iSmi. tohro . lI .Va. ~/25/4O r _ Co~.:n<rc. And Indus ry. h 181> 

i oane W V8.~ougb t the timber of 2I8 John S,Burdett of HurT " 
".. ~ Johnson of Hillsboro in ! 924.for wh_ acree from Rev.J'. C,and ~y 1' • • 

ioh h. paid $5,OOO . OOBurdet t sold it to Walter O,Slusser of Staunton 

Vlrglnla,1n 1925 all timber to be cut but walnut and locust. 

J . L,Howard of B~Ckeye.W.va.whO bad a circul~ mill was emp_ 
loyed to sa .. tbe logs tbat cut out 400 . 000 of sawed boards •. The cutt_ 

ing F~,/and skidding wasdon. by Ben Kellison and Clark Wooddell ot 
Hillsboro. 

This tract of timber waB just off of 

a short distance ,this tract .~ : jo in :ed ~ the 

n l soD ,A.E .Long and M.L ,Bpard. 

tbe Lobelia.Hillsboro . 
following farms.Frank 

road 

Kln_ 

They started sflwing " in !!arch 1926 and finished up in De'cember of 
1 

the se.me year,the lumber vies mostly bill stuf'f therefore was ship_ 

ppd out about as fast as it was sawed,and b h t roug a good price as 
it ..as virgin timbe r and graded high . 

Save for the small payroll this ti 
opera on went out un-noticed. 

Informatlon-- ----_-J.L .Howard. Buckeye.w,Va. 

Court Records. llarl1nton,w,Va. 
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Indu.stry . Snmu£l G Srr.1th Ei llsbOro . ··, . 7a. ?Ocahontaa Co. 
_____ LumbEr------

A out 19 Ql l.dd HodGes of Lobelia sawEd a Sft fo r John Gordon on tile 

lends of p rEston Clark ... rld LCr s.I-m!na C Beard of Hillsboro this boundal")' COIl-

6isted of I CJ) acres and was principally ';;h ite Oak , th is land is no" owned -

Joe l Besrd and -:i.H Do s8. 
The mill was logged by Gordon his team was driven hy Frnest Smith of 

Rillsboro.the mill set fl ear where Doss now lives.Some lU!!lb€r was sold loca­

lly but the bulk of it ",as wagoned to seebert and shipped out.This was Geo_ 

rge ' .. illie.ms mill & rented to ¢#¢.¢ri. Hodge s to do this sawing. 

Informat ion . N. "i: clark. Hi lisboro. W. Va . 

George Wi lliams . Lobelia. W. Va. 
~:_~ __________ _______ -~ _________________________ ~2~---------------------

In 1921 Floyd H Boyd of Roncevert e who fla s l umbering in the Little 

Levels at that time bought the Red Oak on the Preston Clark farm that layed 

n.ee.r.. t he Lobelia Road for $7 00. 00 the first grade log s were wagoned to 

and shi pped in the l og f or export.while the l ower grade log s were sawed on Bo-

. a rom t e Seard pond , this operation yds m1-11 in the 1:ot tom just across the ro d f h 

finished up in2I . 

Informat 1on. N. 'Ii Clark. Hillsboro. W. Va. 
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, "" '~ j t ." .. . '. V","fI"il'lio " ,/'J .l. rG .:" l 'CI oJ C 
01("" ~ -

Dnto R&r,earch Taken ./. 

Date T)'Pod J.Z/I2/.4""o,=,,--_ 
1'0910 11 , 

",'" fute Filed '\l< (. ~ • 
- ~"':'-- -!..-- """~'::'r-':'" 

Not able to give date Reasearch taken as hJ,~ WO~k~d~:~ ~) 
c;?'"j C':;) ,' 

this for over a week at different' times when ("could see~ 
'6' 1)1 

" ~omeone tbat could verify the dates . f(~;j2Sr;fk~1J 

"'-pist Sa.rnuel G Smi th . ----_ .. _ ... _-- --_.- - ---
Ey contact i ng a good many 



OlT.'llCrc' And Indust ry- S . G Smith Hillsboro ,11 ,Va.Pocehontae 

In I572 Hiram Dormnn of a uckeye, W,Va . and l1ving along SWII€O 

just b<low the old McOl intic Mill built an Up And Down Saw Mi ll.getttG, 

his p OlVer by putting in a Flutter" Wheel in Swago Oreek . 

He sawed logs from the Dorman farm a l so did custom sawing for 

ncarby farmers as logs were brought from the head of Dry Creek. Spruce 

, 

flats and from the entire Swago OommWlity,these 

"agons drawl> by bojrh ~en, they" would 

logs and take back a l oad of lumberf' . 

were brought in by 
, 

bring in a load of 

G.;-;ashington Beverage of the head of Dry Creek put in lots of 

logs,these wer e mainly Poplar and yellow Lynn.from this lumber the - ---
Rocky-Point School House was built by Beverage . 

- ash B€verage ,as he was known by was a carpenter;i and out of 

he lumber sawed by Dor man on ihis Up and Down Mill Oaskets were made 

for peopl E of the STIago Cornmunlty,thls furnished a market for some of 

be lumber as Bever age nae called on to f urn ish most of the Caskets 

·hat were used in this section and he r e CEived $ 100 00 for most of 

th 

In this custom sawing Dor man cut it one half for the other 

and .be k pt bun 
Y a greater part of the time and continued to op-

frbt un~11 Ita9 wh n 
a f l OOd took h i s ent ire outfit out.If my Inf-

or Iift"e r. rl ht 1n wh ioh th y think they are this flood was the 

• , \ I f • h John. Own flood. I ISS9 . nnd \\"no n buil t back . Vel' 
'D D"1:1 o .0 Ody be ,ould IInw from 6 to IOOO fe< t in a 

.,- I"i . .. t 

" )' or t)j hOUI .. of qu .k. y and th E" Sl'I"rtf O 

01 th i . mill . 



( 1'a£"e:?) 
l'iram Dortn!Ul_' p end Down Saw 1'111. 

o:n.~ rrc~ And In dust ry. S, G. S . _Hills"oro ,17 . Va ,?ocahontae 

Thi s mill being washed out and completel y dEst roye d was 

ly missEd S 9 at th i s t i me lumber was g rEatly in d emand t o erect 

llings t hat were repl ac ing t h e old l og h ou s es that had s erved their 

Informnttn-G.D McNeill Buckey e . W, Va . 

r/ . G !lcKeever ' , , , 
Nan cy A McNe ill ' , , , 

Ur And Ure A. W n!cNefl l ' , I , • 

J.B Buckl ey I , " . . 
, :...' ----------- ~- --- ---- ---

pon my v i s i t to the Suckl ey home , and talking with John the f a ther 

"no is 7S years old and 'Ii th his son 's William s.n dC;.a:._t h:":t
7 

being the 

c.ec€ndant s of one of the first s et t l ers ft~7n John B Buc ~l€y born 
• ~ • ... 0 .;:. <:: ... · • 
~n.--- . 

,fbruary 22 I774 and one of the l arge l an d owners , they tol d me that 

before IS 00 there was a 'Whip Saw opera.tfon f n t he Buckl ey Mountains 

end today they Bay you can s ee/tv.; \vhere t he p itt was dug out a nd the 

~1dge nhEre th is took place i k kl 
s nO\'1n a s Saw P it Ri dg e in the Buc ey 

!!O'..mte.ine . 

Int orc.a 10n --John 3 BUckley, Buck€,ye , W,Va . 
Jay " , , , , 

-lll1BJII , , , , , , 
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-1 \" .ji (' 5" Pl' oi •. .' c t 
..... J V' r ,.1111:;. II ,\" -
,II!' .. ~ • .. 

Ll>t. I/22/IjL. _________ • ___ _ 

Rcsea r c h 1I0r !:er Sam~~ . G_Sm.i th..-----
Data Rl)l'19aroh Taken •• IL~ ---

Typist Samuel..(LSmith ______ _ 

Souroe Winters Cochran Beard. VI . Va. Date ..•.. ~------- - -- _. -----
Sidney MCCoy. I I I I 

, , 

------- ------------ -_ .• _-_. ---- -- - --._- - ------------



Industry . Sa:nuel G Smith.EillBooro.".ra.?oco.hontas co. 

LUl..BLR 

Abou.t 191I ltarcellus IJOrman of j3€ard . ·:I .Va put in an Up 8. Down 

,.",,111 on the bank of the Greenbrier River across from Beard on the Dor­

c~ farm ,this mill was dr iven by a stemn bo iler, Dorman did custom sawing 

for the farmers in and abou.t Beard as well as the sawing he did for' himse­

If "hieh "as used in th." buildings on the IJOrman farm,sawed for- Jake Allman 

a nearby farmer ' had a barn bill sawed on thiB up & down mill of DormanB. 

Dorman leamed th.e sawmill trade from his father Hiram Dorman 

t;:;ho had an up & down mill on Swago Creet when MallCellu~ was a boy tHey hav_ 

ing sold ou:tr on Swago Cree~ and located at Beard. 

The ml~l at Beard run off and on fo r several years and 

Cal see wher.e it TIaS and some of the pieces of mach i nery are at-ill there. 

Informat-lon. '."iinters Cochran. Beard . W. Va. 

Sidn.eT McCoy . I I I I 
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/,.A/' RESeARCH IDE;lTIFlCATIOlI REPORT 

S urea .1'~~¥_cKee.!_er . Buckeye.W.V-a. 

Harper AcWson. Ilar linton. '11'. va. 
~,E Simmons.Hillsboro,'II'.Va. 

Ihte Research Ta ken _~/D.l •• /4~ _____ _ 

Iht. ~ed __ 2j~5/~~~I __________ __ 



ret And Indust ry. Samuel G Smith.P.illsboro .... Va.Focahont •• Co. 
~,~,. , Lumber-

In 19 C2 and 03 John Sydcnstricker had his mi ll operating on Bp:ruoe 

for In.mes Sheets l,.ho was in the lumber business very extena1vel, at 

th&t tilt" and had two sets on the Sheets place and the other on the Jolm 1. 

!dklson far m not far from where, Het Higgins lives today. Sheets dld the 

cutt ing and skidding and when they had finished they found they had over- 500• 

COO feet at the three sets. 

The l Wllbe". was wagoned to Buckeye for ' shipment to Phlladelpl!1a • . 
Pa to The RuebergeD' LWIlbe~ C'?lIlJlany. Sheets hauling a bie:. percent h1mselt bu.t 

b1.red so",e men and t eams to help h.i:n out SOlong these WSJl' a.c Hailes of near· 

Seeber:t who hauled for" a t1.me,Bome lurnbelr Tias. Bo ld, locally; as.: Georse KaKeever 

bought .. barn bill hom Sh.eets sawed at one ofj! the.,., sets~ 

Info~atlon.Vt.a , McKeever.Buckeye.W.Va. 

Harp'" Adkison.!larl1nton.. W. Va. 
G. E. B1mmons.Hl11eboru.W.Va. 
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aESD .RCH IDE;!'i'IFlCATI ON REPORT 

S\lbjeot COmm.U.C.e. & Industr.y.- Tmnber. !6te 2./.6/.lil..------~-----
q?:A- ....... -vi c/k-,. -t...-- . Co , 

Resea r ch llor l:e r<3e-lIl\.l.tl.....n._SmJ.:t.h..---- Date Researoh Taken 2j~J-4/4I 

Source ! .- . . _ ~C_..Ie,n.e_.:l_i-llplh-i-nt. ','l . Va . 

B. e Rayes . l!111polnt.W.Va. 



"
IRC! A.~ l'r :"" oT:::;-:Y 0 .... ,· ""10 .::.-" "'''' ~111E'bOrO . -;.V'. ·Focahont •• oa. ... u U ... ........ _ ••• • oj -_.... ... ... . ~ .... -

This 1s txtra 1:::.!or~at1on O:l .. a..-=. ::"':'=~f!' ~. scnt 1 :1 AUt; . ~""'O * 
Harry Ttoupso~ ccntract~j t~e cu~ti~- ~d skl~dlnb of all the 

tu,ber bought by Warn Iw::.ber Co. hying 1:0 the !:£s.d of Sta=ping cren IIzul 

to the top of the mounta1n leading to Cranberry, b e bad a cacp near tb. lo~ 

tingbBlll place for his woods crew and bui-lt barns for h iB 1> a 6. b"ad of b_ 

,es that were used in tie skidding. 
'¢: Haul' ,I::rnest Harper assisted by their fatb er Frank toot a contraot 

from the "SIn lumber Co. to cut and sUd all tbe t1:nher on Char-Ie. cr-.lt a 

a tr'Lbutary of Cranberry River thu operation toot plac.e on tll1l n01ltlt ri4. of 

Blull Inob end today thls 10. known 118 the old Harper camp wb<ltl they hacS their 

clllDJl. and barn to operate th i8 for , WarDS. TILey used J U .... to do tbe .1t1441111. 

lntormation.!dwud I&ne. 
8'. (1" Hayea. 1\1.l1poi"llt.1r. Va. 

--- -------------------------------------------------------------- --~~~l--,--,_J 
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I Harry Varner ' I I 1 

Harlan Gibson. 11 I I 
" 

' - , 



And Industry .samuel G Smith, Hillsboro .~ .va.Pocahcnta. Cc~tJo 
_ Lumber-

JIllIl'. Gib.en ef the old F1.eld Ferk ef Elk started in. the l umber bu-

ISS7 anc1 centl.oued un,ti'l nCJl when. W> sald hJ.is c1rawl.ar mtll the •• 

'oP,exst1',"s ... ene mest ly: en Elk Rliver and .. ~e th'e follet1ing twO' eets cn (lrO'O'_ 

saw.ed by J1elin sydenstr:1Jcken' the ethel!' by! ~lex Robert e cn at ~ W. 0 

Ja 1< pleee, s set at Hugh, S1iaItps and CIte at· S~J.ss: Sharps th.eae we". nea.r Slaty 

FOll in Ig9 0 thj,s land ~'" nO'''. ewned bYi L. D Shal:p t ht .. was, all skiMed by. Jam .. 

Gi.b.aa..Tl.. and. sa1l',ed by- Alex Robert'son. 

!Ie had twO' sets at the Themas Hogsett place wni'clxl wa9' prfnc..lly 

which was wagon.ed to;> l!ar11'n~ to Mar:l1lrra Bott'am Ycmd end putt in tlte 

river and r e.fted t'a. Ronceviene, W.1i11l.ein HI OVJerhalt handled most 0'£ t'h.e Ch.erry. 

Two s.ets 

'b-er CO::d.:lg !.rom tli'.€ 

near Robent G:tiba~. on~ o't th€s-e wag.. om M1J l~ R\m t'lie tim_ 
ater- owned by W.Va Pulp & Paper Co. Now 0''­

MoCall:ster place ned by the U.S Gov-ernment . 

On-e aet- Ott. th-e home pla.c..e now. ol7Iled~ b)T! C"lark Hannah and he- ~- b 1. " ~_,~ 0'_ 

1<", blew. up l::1:l1lll& WilHam Jack ef:' ELk. 

On" set about. 19 00 up M~llj/' Hollow then', ewed. by; Urliah 

~er- at- Sa:::. Vaxner8 DOJh owned b¥, W. 'II Shaw. 

Hefn.ezr,azrd· an-

O!le a.et on. the R'O'bert; Dunlap fann now own.ed;. by.' Dun:lap Bra:thers of va. 
or; e get wil er'e Fat" Vendev.endeI!' now l"~ 

.o...L.v,es.,a set om the Cup f.a:rm. on Cla:v:erllcIt 

}. Bet on Orr Branch aaVl.ed bv J l._ 
J7 O.LJ.l! Andl Bryne Swecker 

kr 0 1beon who is 86 
years ol d 8t1!11 dis 1a 

'""' wu round on Ill< b P ya the e~ time hosp1.tal1t,. 
ack at that t 1me 

11L Md 18 known and has fed thousands of people pas81-
near and. far 

81111 .on. helped. t.n a8 Unc l e Jim. 
iJO:ae way in 

"': ,,__ _ moot ot t h 
f .r~ ....... cl:: ,'71.nte-rD 8 ee e o,gerat":l:ons the)~' are Levi, 

• ~e:ru 
, f cr ,.: ...... 0 Met For Qat th _ .. dO , they u.a e: y drov e t eam ,cut' 'timber or wh-

.r 

o. 3 yo~ 
.11 on } l.k hi ot Ox n nnd 3 t runo at horae • • 

v C1: ha.v 
• r t 2 

) h • 

: , to 1 

• h 

worked to r Uno l e Jim at eoce time or 

0.101'0' Q or h I . mH1 h t ook lOb"Ol n&' 



2 Jamea Gibson . S . G Smith poaRhontas Go • 
• l.~ RablAom !o~ Jamea a1bson , th~a aame at! aC the WtllWam Kccal~ 

I'll 1597 & 98 Ben Brown sawed for:' James Gibson sawyers Bryan & John 

.... :<or, one set was on what is kn011l1 ... the Martha Shelton pla.ce and another 

Srown was on Warwick Run on the Samue l C Rider' farm this was !Dostly 

:!.trry and all lwnben' sawed at Slaty: Fork and vic inity was wagoned to Beverly 

"",dolph County end. sh i pped from there to the many l umber markets tn the last 

ue ch..eny going fo fu:rnituxe factor i es .. 

Llk Riv,elt was heavW.y ttmbe""d and its manufactuxing )'Bl made elllJ11oy­

<ut for =ny peop l e as th'e l umbeI!:ill'g, started l:m t'h:!is sectl.'on in tlijO SO 8 

-=-d. hea collttnued th"ougru all the"" y,ears and t 'o'day y.om ffud l Lt't l e lwaben- jo­

in c.any sections on Elk R1V,elt and at- this- ti:m~ many' f.armer"s ue gett'i'ng out 

lo1:".18t that is either trucked to $'1 Chadattsv,i1le Va. or to Randolrgh, Co.and 

ab1?JlE":l from there to fact-ar i es' making pins . .. 

The ~overnment has' b~ a greater ' part' of the Elk sectfon and will 

&,=C'W Oe.ck. in tL"Uber: t oo be operated in year-a t o: come . 

tn:!o-at-ton-James Gibson.UB.r l inton. W. Va.Elk Rou.t e . 

C. G McGuire. " , 
" " 

, , 

iiarry Va.mer. , , 
" " " 

Har lan Gibson. , , 
" " " 
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West V1r;; lnia ':lr1 t er s ' FTo j eet 

SubjootComme>:c e. &-IndJJ.at ry~_ .. _. ___ _ Uite ..2LZS/41 --_._----
Reseo " oh Wor l:o tS~u.el G ~I!'! th _ __ Uite Researoh TaL'en _ ?8_6.27L't.1 -----
Typis t SB.l!'"elJL§~~j;!>"_ .______ Uite Typed • .3/28/41 ._------
SOU!" CC JJl$~p~O b.ex.t., l1illiam....and.-.. __ Dat e Filed --;§!I'.:-:; :::-~T~~----

Samue l Gi b s on- Mar11nton_\7·Va.Ilk Route. 

I 

, " 



the 

~nd Industry . Samuel G Smith H illsboro.W.Va.P~ODta. ~T. 
_ LUMSlR~ Up And Down Mill-

Between Ig3 0 and lto oavid Gibson of J lk built an _ Ad Do. lill OIl 

Old Field Fork near where Robert' Gibeon no' live8 tll18 11&8 opeJated bJ --- -for sometime at th1a 10cat10n but 1n later· year8 hie BOD IIUl1aa _ed 
him 
it to the run near Marya Chappell and it waa operated here for ao_1l1e 

about ISS5 Samuel Gi bson moved 1t to the B11>-spring fort llear .here the 

te r08d crosses th 1s atream and it was operated here by (SUI) for 6 or 7 JIIII-__ .1 

this .. as just above Slaty Fork. land o,med at that time bJ Hugh & Rachel 

James Gibson who ia g6 y ears old tells me some orl the older hOlla_ 
• 

and other buildiogs on Elk we built from l umber sawed 011 this mill bJ -

of the Gibsons,this mill did custom sawing and the logs were brought in bJ 
~ 

oxen and either aled or by wagon. Harry She lton s house 1IlIB sawed 011 this !liD 

at one of it I S locations,a corn and flotU' miID. were operated at the last aet 

in connect ion with the sawmi l l and the corn rocks are there today bat not Sa 
..... "'--~ 

running shape . 

In IM0 Samue l Glb 0 th t · ---=---- '- a 0 en a gr .. a bear and deer hunter WII1p Sewed 

enough lumber on Gauley Mounta1n to build t n ree hucftng camps and he iruror. 

t:e that the mount a ~ n people 1 - on Gau ey .1bj,ll....~Jted lumber to aeal their log 
cabins befor e th is as the . ... . ,(,", 

ae were the pioneer sett l ers or that secU .... 

About 1875 John Hannah b bo ullt Up & Down m1ll OIl old Field Fork of 
luat a ve Slaty Fork where ~ill1am Gibson lives 
.... run by Shell Hannah in later years thi8 .,ill 

and last by A ndr ewHannah they did custom su1ng for 
tt: ta,n;na on Elk • 

About 15&1 Samue l _ Gibeon bought 
, abo .. 84ty , a oircular mill ill Randolph co. IIId 

ork to D8.1T for 
•• HOd <I by J a man by the OUO of llea1 II of PII_ 

• ... • Oib.Oll and h 
4 • .. ,.t t.o~, b " en oompleted they bad cut 300.000 

y t h VI . V .. Pu.l . ~.1G1 aCt Cllff,-", 1 . P And Pap r Co . of CUs and opera __ d lIf 
1 r \lDD.J fa-ftDOUr-" aOD t l y ob 

t-8k ~ f l~ rry . 
1111 ..... 01boon. WarliatoD . W. V • • I lt Rad" 

t u 

.\0 
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, , 
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comm< r cE And Indust ry . S~~u.l G Smith P. illsboro.o .Va.pocahontaa 

T1lt _hamme r , 
Thomas Casebol t lived at Millpoin t ~d at that time it waB cac_ 

kley t own and late r chang ed to ' Millpoint ,this was from rS25 to rS30 that 

he operat ed a Tilt-hammer and blacksmith shop at Cackley Town now Millpo­

int and he was famous for the ax that he made and it was known aB the 

(Tom Casebolt Ax ) for wh ich he found a ready sale. 

nformat ion . J . R Ruckman . Millpoint. IV. Va • 

. _ ____________ ~ --_::.__:--_::.--.::__::.~__:~:;:, -. - ---~'il".4--.-----.----.-------------_. ___ _ 
2/2S/41 ,Ih i p Saw Op eration-

, ,- About rs66 Samuel C Ride,,' and his son Wi lliam of Warwick Run on Elk 

saned lumber: fr om log s of th.e Ride]!' farm that lnuIJ.t the old Rider' house 
, : , 

S ill standi ng today and Gome of the lumber' used in the neW,er' house WIUl 

",,,ed on an Up and Dol'lIl mill on E.llf .. r1l!LEL..1.he Gibsons . - -----=--
!:!l.for!2ti.on . Susi e Ri der. Mar lint on . Elk Rout-e. 11 . Va. . 
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Industry.Samuel G Smith . P.i llsboro. u .va.pocahontaa County. 
LumbE"r -

About 185 0 J ohn pet ers of pennsylvan i a and J ohn Marshalll of V1rginia 

their mill on what is knOl"/!l as the G. L Auldridge farm and o.med at that 

by UilJ.:uod F Ru ckman of the RUc.kman s ettlement above Millpo1nt at th18 aat 

tbey operated th e walnu.t timbep· on the Wallace Ruckman farm the part no. ow­

ned by Ed!;ar ilBoblett, ~he mi .ll was set in t 11 e run just" below the present res_ 

idence of G. L Auldr1 dge • 

The mill was l ogged by oxen O\med by peters,at th1s set MUlard 8; Jam­

es Ruckman put i n some l og; to be sawed for- us e on t h eir fatm~ these were Pop_ 
, 
lar . 

' . , Th e l umber was· ws.goned to neaI" Wataga t oo the McClua"e f1eld and there 

reft a "ere made wh i ch, carr ied th.€ l umber - to Ronceverte t ·o be shipped by train 

f r.o:n there t o f urniLtw:e f actrol' f es i n t h e easte-. t ••• pal' . of t"1ie U. S. 

I nformation . J . R RuclOl'.an. M:illpo int. W. Va. 
:D.I &: Ua gg1e Ruckman. II I I 
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- -
f r ont to th is mill and when mwed return.ed in- a like manner • . 

Thia mill operated for several years or until the circular mill came 

t o this oount 'Yi_ , , 

~ormation. J.14 LoY.io Vaughn.Htllsboro.W. Va . 



O,L.Co. llea.Co. S.G.S 

sf ('krTS and today you find tp tovm abouUhe same as it was r.hf>n it rlaB 

occupied by farnal1". working for t he Campbell Lumb<r Co. Therp 1 •• tHl 

8 storE' ,blacksmith shop ,ll church . school, filling station t h is town 

would b, larger today than it is but du. , to th. 10eat10n .xpans10n 1. 

imposs ible as you find Stony Crepk on one side and a very strep hill on 

thE' other therefore growth and expansion 1s impossible huwwve~ you find 
a elf'en little town with the population depE'ndlng ·on pmployment elsf'where 

f or their living. 

Inf ormat iom--- Lloyd Vanreenen 
George B\ugess, 

Jacob O.Cogar, 
J.O .ll.orrl80n. 
Court Records 

Marlinton.,W,Va. R. F.D. 
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" 
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Joe inh Beard . but 'F"i~ce t h en 

., II 1 11 1 P"". 23° Greenl.rier I !ind in 10111 :)O.~ o . Clt..- ~;..> • . .. 
COWlty. J ohn Benrds "'ill in r"h ieh ho "'i11s the 

eill to h is S311 J osiah . 

'.i'he ,··jll Ie: dn te d Un.; II , 1 808 , nn,j rends in 

p a rt "1 beque r: th to D:1 eo!] J O£:ir.h "'hen he t: or.!eE' of 

e ;::e the L,)(;11 :-;. t Crcet?l al1tlltioll (;]lQ 1~il1s . It eE'! . 1 

beqUGlith t'!1e ren t of the Locue t Greet plf'lltntioll 

a ,r:i ~he mills till Josieh cone to ege alld ~h€ ::on ey 

erip1!1i: :!" ;):::; the sl'le o~ :hc place (m the neF:.d o=:­

).c tlr ;. ::" 'Ul r .. lJd r: ls:J C!~- Iltl. rt of E:no l~ plnc.:e : 0 be 

G"'\U)ll~: Ji7 j d.\ , 
'1 ~ --I", r.~ongst H_ l i.!y d(":licr : e c::: . " 

r' (:l;o r r!11l{; to P:·l\.:~ · G li1 s t?ry JO}U1 hecrd '''C5 

p1.,nc.or ~Ot.l" J. O~ ~hQ lir Af.:Ulh ' 1e r Vnlle:,' r.ud 

"'~11, nSf' l',<')ne ""'"0 1 !1 vL" Ooll1rlnr he nWllod lr lld& 

h, ~o ... , hOf. t." , . H. 
"1\;:-,0 t.o t.b ,'nI l e ,' " Il J' lI..nd 177 

"h \ 1:, 1 In 1"0'.1 . lio l\)Ul , .', .. 1 0 
I ., 

h. •• 

, .. 
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Nell e Y. J.t ... ..: 

" \ \.\1 ., I) . , ~eoon Ave . 
t.~6rllll to on I \',' . Va • 

, - 1-
I 

'l'hO' t1J'st sow mill in the .l' eao ~nk Communi ty wae 

wnol\ 611d P01'O 'tad by the pioneer \ ooddells; Pr o bably 

J050ph \';0 d.Oo,ll , the Re \Tolutl nflry \','or v e teran, that s et­

tled nth!! ltUlds t Tbomns Cortmill (lnd .I braham Ingram . 

.rtmlll nvojfod his land to J\brahom Ingroln an June~ 13, 

I N 4nd Ingrnm convoy.d t Wooddell sbout 180 , Ingram 

y hlWf!! dilvelopeO t he wn tol' paws]' fo r this mill. The 

l.umbar that fini shed t he old oolonlal lUODSi n house oi' 

l\ 0 ;ar\\'1 K at Cl o\!ju Liok was suv.'od on this mill end 

w.os l'ur n1shod blf Mr . '.,0 ddsll t1 out one hun red and tw­

onty .. Ch' o year s l\ 4'~ t i lt hammer was installed a t 

t hi. c111 whi oh was sraatly n. .. by tho p1on.ers in 

ki ns t oo s on 1tnpl omants r iroll und steel . i'h1s 

1M bine '«a s use 11'1 dr 6Yfi n out snd .t'1s.n.n1ns lare iron 

end t eel fo r mak1 "co- .. n +1r . . h • • ''0 ... , r s e;:)U as, shovel 

1"10.' , bol t s , nOl1s nnd shs pi ng out h eavy ir n work. 

~ . n . • • Brown, 1Ifho ra vo 111. 0 tho 1,·u· t1 
II;) mn on on these l'irst 

1110 , thInk. it v.ry d uuttul "hether th o pe p le "II n .. 
1 • in th' t own ot r onoank: know tha t ft m .. h l ne ,t' this 
In , .011 the T11 t nnmt.u1l' , ~' l\ s PQra t d in t h1 t 1I1l • 

• e'lb\ or h, old 111111 and <11\ ha\IW r is nth. land . 
I " 00\ 0111 Iho pI t l\nt\ o.m nlm\t'lnts em. b. ..on 

..... l ., o or Us. r od b.t1ltoon rt.l l\ 'ut t n '$ 
"Uti. • P on II nrr olld,ll ' . h u •• • ,'he (\111 111 11 

I 010 • \i •• t r th, un\)" r .d. . Ttll • • Ill .. . , 1. t ... r r t lb. , M,l, • • 0\ 
Un i t .n h d H. "i • i n , r I • 1lII1\ , 
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Frederiok Coun~y, l.~aryland, pur­
Harmon Conrad of 

Grant from John Brown on August 
the William Taylor 

to harness the water power of North 
3. 1799, and began 

Fork which was celled 
Cartmill' Creel< at that time . His 

Solomon Conrad , W son, 
ho was a veteran of the Wer of 1812, 

h th war and being honorably discharged, 
after going thraug B 

took charge of the borne place . About 1840 , he .bui1t and 

up and down saw mill until the close of the operated an 

Civil Wa r . In connection wi t h the saw mill he had a dry 

kiln, and always had somB of the very bes t white pine lUm-

ber t o sell . In tha t day no log was sawed into lumber 

unless it was the very best. This mill was a great benefit 

in the development and advancement of the Greenbank com-

munity . The old mill site and the Solomon Gonxad home-

stead, has been the home of O. L. Orndorff, a gr andson , who 

in 1893 employed Robert J . Bur ns to J:t;l roof and weathe r board 

the old home; and Newton Er vin and WarWick nudson to re-

build t he ohimneys . Th is is the o l uest house in the Green-

bank Community, having stood one hundred and fi fteen y~ars 

or mor e . It is on colonial style, with its massive chi m-

neys, old time fire places, and spacious mant el s. It i. 

in a t i ne state of pre s ervation and has the appearance of 

o tend 1ng enot her o en t ury . 

Along abou ,t the year of 1.02 5 Or 1830, John Yea ger 

hDd areotod a new mill on Bloo'- run b h 
n. , t\ 1'8 no 01' Nor t h 

Fork , Dna uUl1 t. 0. dum 60 r 08. 
tne l'un wi t il rooks , whiob was 

6 oompl."o Ploc e or motion rY i t ho wal l W0. 6 obout thil't sen 
r. o~ h1eh .ua _bOU L 

two lIunc1rod foct lo nSi t ho ins! a wus 
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fil l ed with olay end 
dirt at an 8ns~e of about one to one 

and a halt. 
was tull or wate r, it covered I>'hen the dam 

about an acre of ground . 
'l'ne v enerabJ.~ John E . UUUl , when 

k.ed for N...r Yeager and sawed lumoe.L° on hi s 
8 yOUDe; man, weI' • 

mi l l. 
He said that the dam was lu..L':" uf mQuD"tain trout, tlud 

would start the mill to saw1n~, then he woulu CatCll 
that be 

trout for ten or fifteen minutes until the mill had .run the 

line; during the day he would catch a basket of fish and 

keep t he mi ll running a~ the same time . This old mill 

site 1s about two miles from the Yeager Homestead and the 

Allegheny Battlefield, on the Block Run . The Yeager mill 

dam blocked the run; hence the name "Block Runn • The North 

Fork Lumber Company in building their railroad tore down 

part of the wall to make room fo r their track . The line 

or tbe Monongahela National Forest passes through the old 

mi ll dam. This mill was a great hel p to the settlers on 

t he top of th e All egh eny Mountain. The f inish lumber for 

tbe ol d log churc h on t he Allegheny Mountain was sawed on 
this mi ll. 

The fi r s t timber cut f or ex port was c ut j ust 
berore the Chil \ . C 

·ar a t BsS by J ames Atlee Priae. This 
-De sent down t o J' 

'I8r11nt on en d sawed on an up and down 
. ... .. Ill -bout 

one halt mile above ~'''rl<nto n 
.Slt LI(:l ... wher e River -no. 18 . 

Tbo 
, 

-1..11 " 

Cloy ot • 
oc \0 ... 

rlOt tb found Out dur jns 

1no ln tt'l ~r.onbrt r 

'lor It , " rr1 nnd or ,h. 
-bou t " . 10 l!l?O h 

'ho Ci vil "o r sbou t 

alloy . Col 1 1 Ceo11 

nOoaovol t tO mll y , COme 

hod Cut and tloatod t o 
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t the Ronco,er e, 
a large amount of white near est ra ilroad, 

pine . 

brought 

The fir st lar sew mi ll and circu 

in 

steam engine i n 

Gr eenbank Communi t y wes 
to the t 

the year 1884 . 

It "as l ocated abou t ODB d east of the COUD Y hund red yar s 

road on 

Pa in . 

Dismal Run and was owned 

ill was operated by The m 

by 8 men by the name ot 
. 

a ma n by the name of Wil-

11em F . Gum . The Came from the fact that name Disma l Run 

the white pine t d so thick that the and hemlock trees 5 00 

1i f the t rees and the not Penet r ate the to age 0 sun coul d 

p,J-ace wa s so dar k a nd gloomy a t h t the early s ettlers dubbed 

1 t wi th the DBme "Disma l RUnll
• 

Dur ing t be 80 ' s and the 90 's the St. Lawrence Boom 

and }.~8nur8ctur lng Company at Ronceverte cut hundreds of m11-

llons ot t eet ot white pine. All of t his white pine was 

driven down t he Greenbrier to Ronceverte. Dur ing th is 

time they cons tructed a splash dam acr oss Rosin Run and, When 

tbey had t he logs rolled in, the y turned the dam loose and 

Clos ted the logs to North For k , thence to the Gr eenbrier 

R1ver e nd on to Ronceverte • . They be gan t o open the dam 

on lo be lo ga a bout t he latter days or Febr uarv aod abou t t h e 

Ci r a t or !.:e y . 1883 , t hey compl e ted t h e drive to the Nor th 
York. Abou t two million r 

e et of wh ite pine was dr iven 

und er th e aUPorv 1a1on 
ot Alex MoLain and B. A. Yeager. 

010 .plo.h d~= 1. on th 

Thi s work 

Tho l .... r.neo H)om 
tlJ\d :Unu r OOtur 1ns COfopony 6150 out 

10 nd s now OWnod 'y J . B S 
u • utto n . 
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hand walnut, as J 
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popl ar J end 

They 

floated 1t down the 

perhaps cut more cherry 

river on 

than all 

Ronceverte . rafts to 

the kinds of t1mber other 
put together. 

Clover Lick, Stony Bo ttom, The rafting points were, 

1,:arlintOD , 
Buckeye , and Seebert. 

r ailroads cams and the oak, Then the 
pine, hem-

, 

lock, and spruce, known 

began to be develo ped . 

8 s the "Northern hardwood mixture" 

The first big company to come into the county 

b 1lt was the I'lest V1rginia Pulp after the railroad was u 

and Paper Company at Cass. l· t is still After forty years, 

1n operation . For twenty-five years t hey sent out a t r ain 

load of twenty- five oars to Covington daily. At ODe time 

there were three thousand men on their payroll. This is 

t he only Di g operation in the county at the present t ime. 

Tb e y are do1ng a lot of flooring and i'inishing lumber . If 

anyone in Pocahontas County Were to order 1'looring f rom 

llintgomery Ward & Company, it would probably have come f rom 
Ca s s . 

The 'i,lest Virginia Pulp and Paper Company Use modern 

f ore s try me thods s o as to provide for 6 continuous crop . 

Tn e best measured acre of spruce in t he county cut 
lH , OOO t OOL 

1\1 .er . 
f hi . was at Mounta 1n L1ck Hun on Will1ams 

tbrou 

1904 , the Cherr y H1v er Lumber Compa ny 
tho Count y , 

start-

I hoy oper a t e d l'or th1rty DI11eo 
tho OOunty on4 aro It i ll outting . 

lor Q nU"b l' 

OQ u~. ".uou, 
or y ~ro thore w ro 

lUl;lbor Op~re tiona , 
t n thousand men 

ooehontas County 
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any county east of the Miss­timber than 

About i •• i ppi River. 
1:::115, when lumbering was at its 

county was about twenty-two 
the population of the height , 

Imen most of the operetions had cut out 
thousand persons. 

an average tbe population decreased ten thousand. 

The following wer e saw mill towns with , population 

of tbree hundred: Wild ell , May, Gertrude, Burner , Notting-

bac, Thornwood, Watoga , camPbelltown: Stilwell , Reintown, 

nlnterburn, Hosterman, Clover Lick, Viarn Town, Raywood, 

Je er Cree k, and Denmar. 

Many hundreds of miles of r a ilroad was in oper-

st ion. All of t he companies operating at the above na med 

towns had railroads, some as much as seventy- five miles . 

Bes ides these large operations, there were many 

fair sized ones . 

The cut over land has been largely taken up by the 

United Stetes Government for t he Monongahela National Forest, 

wbich owno seven t y perc ent of the area of t he county. The 

~ l ll e of "es t V1rginia owns t went y-two t hous and aores in 
uno per!: • • 

• or Co 

.a t lir Inio Pulp d 
On Puper Company , 

ny. M b POoohon t oo 'ra nning 

Tb ~ InrSoat lend holdi ngs i 
n t he county belonged t o 

t he Cher r y River 
\ 

Compolty • 
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In reference to the operations of the St . Lawr enc e 

Il0011 and Manufaoturing Company which I mentioned on page four, 

the first white pine cut to be driven down the river to them 

at Ronoeverte, was in ,he year 1882 and Jo hn Drisooll wa s 

tbe man who had the contract . The whi te pine was cut on 

the Iloore farm at Dunmore . _ bout a year later, Cap.t • . A. E. 

Smi th end James ';lhi t ing under the firm name of Smi th and " 

~lli ting star ted cutting whi te pine on Laurel Run where Den-

mar now is. l 'hey cut here and on Knapps Creek for six or 

eight years and each year had ten mi llion feet of whit e 

pine driven down Knapps Creek and G reenbrier River to 

the St . Lawrence Boom .and J!a f ' nu acturing Co . at Ronceverte . 

;\10k -rt.... 
"'"'i t.~ ~./I(''- Iq~ "'" ""~, oJ'-

, 
'" 

(1-72.. _ rrL .< '-<.n.. - 1J-7'f ......... ..... 
/~ rf 7 t 

-fl.- ! ... , f. ..I-.~ . 
.~ 170 r 

rft-u....:J 
~lf,. 

,- ,"",", ~ C{a.c "" ~ ." tt..... r loJ'Y..-

V. 

• 
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And Indus try,S.G Smith Hill sboro,~,Va . pocahontas County . 

_ _ Wh i p 8a .. Operations--

In I S70 Na t haniel and Davi dson Arthurs of webster 

pocahontas County and sawed lumber wi th what was known 

County camej 
asa~ 

S~w , they operated mainly on Spruce Flats And on Beaver Dam. 

A wh ip Saw is about ' IS f eet l ong , wit h more thlc kn7s s than a Cr-

0 •• Cut Sa" ,had two handle s on each end strai ght- acr o" s instead of 

up and do"" 8 0 t hey coul d be run by bot h handl.A p i t was dug out- f or one 
• 

can to stand in wh ne a Scaffol d was built for the other man to stand 

on ,the logs being pl aced on the scaffol d on a l evel so t h ey were eas_ 

Uy rolled in place . 3°O feet was consider ed a good day s/~Tl<'Icut t iDg 

..-Uh t.he \Th 1p Saw . 

They sawed l umber for Jake Simmons on Spruce Fl ats that was 

uaed for floor i ng it was mainly ~rry~~o thh lumber that bu i l t the 

Ike house that 1s near Downey Run aD Williams River , the l and DOW ¢#rf41 
apart ot the McClint i c farm . 

~athan lel marr i ed Eli za Beverage, daugter of pete Beve rage of 

the brad ot Ory Creek and near tb e divide between St ony Creek and the 

l/poIl co,"!>letl:n of the ir - t i ~ra ons 1n Pocahontas County the t ... o 

r. &.Cd J;athl:U11cla wite went bac k to Webster County, Nathan1 e l and , fl.f ... 10ea t OS kt 0 ..... yOre k 1n '" betor . 
..,. \ r-

." 
-..J 

... , 
• 

.... l1nc of one 

... OOWlty. 

G • kl ' Y 
t",., r 

<I 

4" ill 

of our !1rlt and orudes t 

UQk Y .... 
, . .. .. , , 
•• .. 

l umbt::lr oper_ 



312 Smallridge Building 
Charleston w. Va. 

August 31, 1937 

The cano..rer 
the pocahontas Tanning Co. • 

Frank, ro' . Va. 

near Sir: 
F" r inclusion in the i'o'est Virg inia sect. ivn of the ,American 
Guide be i ng prepared by the Federa l '::riters' ProJec,t. fIe 

ould '1 1ke the following information . 

compar a tively spe aking , how l a r ge is the tan­
n1ng com:.any7 One of our fi e ld Vlorkers state s 
that it is the l argest in the world. How many 
\';orkers er e empl oyed? 

'!'h6t is manufactured? If raw materials, where 
und for what are t hey used? Are materials uSe d 
in the pl ant r eadily ava ilable in the v icillity 
or must they b e i mported? 

I s thi s a West Virg in1a concern or is it ov.ned 
by outs1de intere s ts? • 

lore vi i t ors a llowed to g o through the plant? 

Wha t fac,"or s l ed to l he location of the plant 
1n th1a com?Bratively i sol a ted ne1ghborhood? 

18 t he t ~ \'.n of Prank conlpElllY o\',nad? Are tile 
orke ro ho~es com~bny owned? 

" • e I n or tho i eat 'I i 1 i u. r.
t 

< or l 1m i rg' 8 Gu1ce dll con Gist of high"B.Y 
•• Inl! Co ,'ny 1n ng .. tour of US 250 . The ocaho , ta s 

t r. i r. Ir t no o"g D 1nree pIun'\. on 61 t.us ted in 8 ect i on 
, Sr.\.. of tr,t r 4\ ropr t.h1nu tnct.ur1es , erv 6 ment ion aa a 
f'. SOl. \.0 'tA .~curur I r D 011 "'" no l..ur lly "ish out. in-
, • 1 \ • hl.1 \I lOne H l 01' I'Gc1 .. to any '" 1. ria l ~h1cb 

• 
, 1 , • 

,.. 1 • I Or 



POCAHONTAS TANN ING CO. 
H . M . WIONty, SUP[fIIHTtNDt NT 

TANNERS 

POSTOF'FICE: 
PO C AH O NTAS) 

FRA N K. ( COU NTY W . V A .. sept . 8th~ 

t C \'Jill1amson, Ass't. State Editor , 
~ss l!.argar e .' 

Vi . P. A. , / 
Charleston, We st Va. , 

~c~ : - d :receipt of your letter of 31st , ult ., and would We acknQwle ge • 
8::lS\\-e.r .J-our ques tions as folloVls, -

The Durbin Tannery of the Pocahontas Tanning Co., 1s probably 

V the s e..c.ond largest tannery in the U. S . A. , both in f l oor 
space a nd production, .devoted entirely to the production of 
sale' leather . Recent enlargements of competitive plants 

I 

----ooesnot give us defjrlni te information on this subject at 
t his t i me . ~ 

Manufac t ured produc ts are ~OLE LEATHER for the purpose of 
buildi ng Dew shoe s . By-products are Washed Cattle Hair 
used in floor c ov erings, insu19~ioD-fBl± s-and many styles 
of fel t plMicLi-ng ... Glue bt oCl{ us e . for t h e manufacture of 

~ glU~S and also gr eases . ~ 

( Raw Hides are obtai~d from the Pa cking c..:enters of the ~SA 
.. South America , Mexico , AUstralia a n e Eur ope . ' 

L'lr:Jling Mater i u.s are pr oc ured in USA, Ciouth America, 
Africa , yhIli ppine I slands , TurXey a nd Ind ia and local 

Hel!ll~ barks from t he \';.t'st Virg i nia Forests. 

~~hP~~~og~~~ Ta~i~ Co . , is a West Virginia c..:orporati on 
ce a in a nd 24th Sts . , V~ing, West Va . 

I ~;ro~~~~g;a~~~~ng vi~~cesses r equir ing t anning vat s and 
YiW do a110vi r: ' tors are not sou ght after, however 
and By_prOdUc~~~lal visition of plant a nd exhibit main P;oducs 

The plant was located at Frank \'-
el<1 •• _up suppl f 1 ' lest Va ., account of the 

Mch ilUPv11ez/ n~. ar- ge
l 

quanti t~es of hemlock and oak bark 
D~W a~gely e usted. ' 

YrflrJo- {'-Ii. '10 - - -
r nh.nK 1)1. - , l1St an unlncorpora ad village 1 Bted 1n 

r,/ l ' r C • It is partly (,;0 
~r v.Lo11 cnn.tI ro ld ml'any owned houses 'fi' i h s:"· rt Y;.lL hI "t~'d·ncn:8 - 1 It 1s 6 n !d-aal loeat t oD 

t' • • l.(,e on Ub Ro~ • g" 0 t _e peop l e h ve mUch c1 \11~ " . 
" I. I II . n(ol- t!colll )"OU r s. k , ~ • are . 

__ ....... ___ '::':":N I "Ci T 4. .. ( 

PLA f 0' Lr""H It 



- 7- \ I -- ""'aba:tu Coull" 
S. G. 3I1ih 
Ellbt.o ••• Ta. 

In 190B 
.,. .... ter of Tucker County c:aI8 ta PocUant •• CounQ' John pace and John ~ 

f e 400 acre •• and bousht t he timblU" orf 0 80m 

Thia was pri nc i pally re d oak and aome white oak. " 

ot approximat ely 200 ,"cree ..... ~ ... t'1'OII :I_oha One t rac t ot t his timber 

ot Dry Creek a tributary ot .sr.go.Creek ad not tar Seveng. on the r18ht prong 

t'rom Buck:;S, Poat Ot.t'iC9 and C&D Railroad, close the d1Y14. o.c.e~ Diy Creek &.IIIIl 

S'tony Creek. 

The other tract at approximately 200 acr~ea wae purCJ..ed bam. r...1el ~.0Jl 

.1"0 at Buckeye and l ocated on the lett -prong of Dry Cr-=but _"the 81d. ~ the 

count.in leading to Williams River. 

-T!ley first set their mill on the Beverage farm t he trees .... cut; and ak:1dd.:l 

t o t he mill which was a s i ngle band , there the l oge wer e cut b Iengtb 1"raI. lB ' 

Incbe. to 30 i nches set on end IUld quarter sawed in t o iIlCh lu.he.r to be used rOT 

chair b acks which were s h i pped mostl y t o P:t;l11adelphla, Fa. and 3illtiliPre, . III. to ' 

furni ture rectories . 

Tbey f inlshed t his set up in 19 ~O and mov'ed to the .JiIt:l.-ca :tU21-and, . set their 

z:..1ll in Camp Secret Hollow:, on the Ad.k:1aon farm.. 

'1hJ.. land us very rough the skidding was very hard .. theT lIOulll have to ak1d 

t bo los- Ii. shor t dlehllc'El, cut 10088 r:z:om thQm and roll ~ orer hlp el1..f"f'a or . 
rileD and -8aln h ok the horaea t o the tra11 t 1 

o oga and t1naJJ:r get than to the 
.. 1ll lind Cut t holll i nto chUr bac"-

..... mOs tly 22 i nchea long and 1!Dch Wet: eo 

D t b., -n_ w.rt li,.ced t bey -oro 3/ 4 in ch thick, thi. ou t ook. his' t'ln1ah 

14 no. · 00 1, 0 ~l",O . OO no, .. 

- "'- tboU8tlnd at t he .rurn1tura r.ctl2ie •• 
~h ol.au- baok' \ 1~ 

...;=-.:.:.:.:....!.;~-~ -•• t.kou b y Ilot!. Or wagon to lII. l.aa4.s 0 .. oar. at 
lob h • i 

" On Lb. C&o R lIl' ~-•• or tho "- ~ .uv ...... -e.o_"e,r lI.taJa.,. 

_11' u"., t; 
\ 0 10 man in tho 

r ~o"'.r. bu~ • rt ot tho 



Pocahontas Count1 

PaJ roll ... spent locally 1n Pocahontas County and most l y at Buckeye, Ther. thor. 

2 or :5 .tores but t his ope:-ation did not add to the growth 

of Swago eouraunity. However, the payroll helped. greatly in 80ma way or other aa 

the taxea they paid belped run our schools and oar county a ttair •• 

The;,' paid $1.25 per thousand tor cutting tba timber ·and trom $1. 50 to $2.25 

tar otber labor tbey finished up cutting t be cbair bocks in 1912 but cut othu . . ~ 

ludler from logs not 8uttable tor turn i turs t or about!' year and t i nished up ~d 
• 

moved out in 1913 t o sane other secti on ot the state , where red oak timber ... 

plentifUl and close to a railroad this passed another timber operation or 

Pocahonta. County. 

Int'antation: .luetin DunCIlD , &'ckeye, W. Va. Harper Adkison, ""-lint • 
Bill C i 

.D.lAU.- on,. Va. 
r gger, HunterSVille , If. Va. 
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CHAPTER s.--BECTION Sa - 1 

PDCAHONTASj;OUNTY 
• 

DRIVES ON THE GREElIBRlER 1876 - 1_ 

I, 
• 

Timber, especially the white pine, was cut at the h'" at "'ri ___ • all 

along tbe river and all navigable creeks. During the win1lw ... tDllop 

were s kidded to tho river and- ·piled up "in bIg 

a way that they would have to ~e kicked loos e 

landings • . 
before they.....td "1. _to 

t he river, Before spring an ark was built on the water. !U. _ .... __ ... oIo1te;e 

trom 70 to 100 men, or 1I"~tever number was needed to _k ........... art •• 

a1,80 built tor the boraes, and some experienoed teamster ......... alia, _ the 

drive. 

When a'pring opened, me~ weTe . hired to tmke the drlT8 an .. r1 ..... 

~en hired for breaking up the jams had to have experiencee 

lt sometimes took six or eight weeks to make the drift dOD&. riRr to 

Ronceverte where the timber was 801d and ma.de into lumber. One -=ninc the _ 

d$Old ed to playa joke oJ} a certain young teamster who' .. 1..,. ..... .... few tbe 

table when the bell -was rung:, and usually Bucceetled in.-be~ tJ.nra1; me" tWe. 

A board waa laid between the two uk& to be ueed as a. ~alt--.,. iIBA_~ ..... 

ottlM Covered it so that unls88 one observed closely he cllll1d --tell it it .. 

t.heTe OT not. DefoTe breakfast one morning the men deeidei to.r.D'W"e taia baud 

a~d p ". thh teamster a beth . The breakfast bell rang and he ..... _h 1',.. tbe 

te.b1e . dJd Dot notice the boa-. _, 
• -.. gone therefore plunged iDto .. ri __ • BIt ...... 

1II 
tIJ th. .. rk l.Dd ork.lod on deok aUUing uad . The other uta kept .. l"lthh, .. 

lOOt ... thay oO\llcl. but finally they buret out laughing .... ..,...... ~ tiIiII 
\~t.r jola~ 10 with thel:l and nory aDO had .. good la~ 
r-, ... ' " -hoD;"'. fl... 1l 

- lU'o h 11 . !92&. 

• • ... 1 i, ~,p, • '"or4 of _h •• happ ....... h.... ... _ •• -.1. CO 
- U ... 20 I1 

.... "'h11. on oth.r d"-Ya wa oou14 l OOkt...t • ...,.&Ad •• ~ ... 
•• t .., 

" '\'&..rt .. tr , . \h.e 

, 



uaua11y only experienced men wore hired 80 the aocidents were rew. o.tr a.. 

\ 

One man, Sam Sheets Ib.t a toot by getting it caught in the 0011 ot ...... 

that held the ark. wpen the r ope sna pped taut ,the toot was .8"f'ared. 

It took 65 dOlen eggs ,for breald'aat and .. barrel of nour _de .b1.oulla 

enough tor four mealS. One epring , on our trip down tbe ~iver. the art l:IniJt .t. '" 

two and we los t our provis i ons , and were therefore without food tor the r blr 

ot the j ourney. , 
The following names are thos e 1 can remember, that belped to .t. tb.e 11K 

dri..,.esl 

Sam Sheets 

,Jack lIoonan 

~ve Smith 

Charley Nottingham 

Bland Nottingham 

Ad8J,ll nilman 

Pat Shughrow 

Isaao Madison 

BUl Madison 

John Buckley' 

Jaok Coughlan 

Jaok 'McLuSkey 

/ 

1\ 

Dob Drew - killed by f'alliDg tree 

Alex Butt'erbaugh 

GeOT&e Brunbrialc 

Ylnl tar Byrd 

John W11l Cnrpenter 

lI.no. Carpenter 

Jalt. UC)l,AU t hl1Q 

O.or n.. ._ t. "'l.UI~r.o"k 
• 

• 



Ja.mel Green 

Ja.me. l loHafr., 

Clyde KlDgpDrl 

John Dril!lca.~ 

J.. E. Smith 

John Walker 

George Wa.gner 

,Jim Stretoh 

Pierce Wooddell 

George E. Moore 

. -'or ...... tion trom George "brick ot HUntersville, W. Va., who drOT. 1 got this........ ...... , 

cd the Gr brier River 111 II. boat t he Greenbrier River f or 20 apr inga and mo once r 8 een 

t r am 51 ttlngton to the point of Droop I.!omtain. 

On Febr uary 17 . 189 3. a big l og dri~ of ten thousand white pine logs came 

down tn.app. Creek on a driving flood and took: out a dam that h~d be~en bul1 troT .. 

v b t mill. The dam ."ae never r ebuilt but there wae a big law suit. Here WBa an 

anc ient da. d estr oyed by a great oompany, a. new oomer, and therefore TUln erable, An 
\ 

o r f er to bund be.ok. th e d&.l11 better t han ..... er without cost and to fix it '0 the l og. 

ld noe.t oYer it ""u indignantly rejected. Cub 'Was preferred. The reoord, 

at arter ' 0 •• dIlator y matter. were di'poaed of the cas e c ame on for trial 

htor. a Jury at the Ootober term 1895, with an arr ay ot l awyor. on both aide. and a 

Jud , . 1... N. Ct.mpbell ... }W •• idint. ne i n.truoted the jury that 

Creek: wi thout the ald at 
it 10 0",,14 t.. no.ted i n oerta1n ....... 1D loapp. 

1"_hl 
" a M . t. .. t it .... .. floatabh . tr .... and 

wl i 'h • IS", . 
that no per.on had the r i , ht to 

Th .... . rdlo t . U t or th. d.t.nda.n h . th. m111 ... n ...... 
r .. , 

_ e __ _ 
• • 

·U'. "f ' a 

.. l' . , • • , ." .... _ • • '. 1 
or 



orew . NIUllt'J1S 6uch as these were " .. ell koown to the older generation. Sbenraa 

utton , Wi6e Gill espie . Bor per Smith, ~ewis Lynch and J . A. (Jl .. 1e) Ilrtp.tr1e. 

~. f.Irkpatr~c was the oook and his cookee was Ro land Scott. 

When the oonstruction orO'W reached what is now Brocker . C. G. Sutton &rr1 .. tile· 

mail to the camp. On days that he could not go his daughter Mrs. P. F. Baa.. 

carried the 1Jll1l OD horsebaok. A bo% was located on what i, DOW the Lee GalIord 

fflrm f or one of the camps, and from tbere down to the river and back to Du.rtd..D. 

following the railroad grade. N. B. Arbogast .was the postmaster and ~ •• led .. 

was his assistant . 

Days when O'Connell and tbe construction camps paid off were usually roa&h. 

• 

Yt"s. Eades says she has changed the ·lIl8.il while John Bell or Grata Slavlna ItDod. 

guard with a ~nchester. 

From - Mrs . P. F. Bades. 

The St. Lawrence Boom and Lumber Company were the ones who took out this tiaber 

by log drives. 

PEOPLE ATTRACTED BY TIMBERING - 1876 _ 1925 . , 
J.!ost of the lu b ' . m er companies , who cam. 'nto P ah t ' -... oc on as , brought witb th ... 

the cen who had been em 1 d b P oye y them els ewhere . The ~t. Lawrence Boom and h.her 
Co~pany brought ~~th them quite a number of French- Canadians. A few or th. re-
=a ined in the county, but most of the people , attracted 

owners , t ranSient l aborers who _ lived in ~ouses 

00 when the cot.pany mOved . 
b1;lll t by the company and who .ayed. 

Many of them, too, were UIlDl8.Trie(i men who .. en~ uta 
• h., er c llmpG OD Cheat Mountain and stay 

there for weelca at a time, bavill.c no 
conn.ct1onc with the outSide w I d 

or what- lJo- ove:t-. But when thev dId OOM t o '~_ . 
ot.l. •• r 1.own. Lbe oF __ 

Te ,. ..... l ure t o be much • 

1 t ".. QevCr 

• ".r .• ~ • 
... 'r Ita .. • • •• 

drinking , gambllD,f;, .nd just a (l;eDeral 

v ery . ... fe t or .... 
y?ung . inexperienoed man to oOtle lata 

lown . that 11 if 

Y it nol hi. l1r • • 

1 t: Wft. "ltuUWtl he hIld any A\Cl181. 

lto.t of th. DUl with f&.a11h • 
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not h1 n£ to e~ploy th~. Uost of t h65e l~ tOKna _ere practically deserted 

and 1n .. little _hile the hous es were so~ the t arcers who tore them down 

and used the lumber for out buildings on I!iiiltana. 

• 
Notel J ~ould find nothing written OD tb:1li..so laTe had to write it froll what 

I know, .. s UlUoh of the timbering was done.a., tiIIe. 

, 

• 

. -
, 

• 

, 

-. 

• 

• 



• 

,CI)OJ"M Jle~ __ o.trM 
0 . • 11. __ # 

'. . 

• 

• 

--.--_.- --

;.::.=:.;.;:.: : • • 



·'t'ttl'L tlat'\i..rrt:y . f, 1I'IUf'1 G ~m 1:tm Hill lnbnro. ';T. ~ .. ?oC'shon t'a8 Co. 

_ Lumber-

Cha.rli e Ca.llison moved from Cranberxy: "to Williams Ri ver to saw tor 

iLllirun lli Overlloli 01:. H·111sboro who had! bough.t- Cheny timbe". fn. th.e Williams 

Faver section. and the first Bet wm at- the Francis McCoy place ,withl Henry' Ov­

el'holt doing the sawllis. and Callison. doling t ·M skiddL."g .. 1th t"" teams of 

ami ho yoke o~ oxem and:ilt" waa, at tl1jjs set'- t-Iiat- Moff.ett- Cut lip of Beard lost 

bi.s foot while working on: 'tiMie m!i11 thi:s set- was pr1ncipally Cherx:y' but- Some 

Spruce waH. sawed to. be used! m t'h.e constl!\tC..tion of Rafts 'to ra:ft- th'-e lumb'er to 

Ronceverte . 

The seoond set , was; at- th.e M1i:t-chell GOl!doIlJ place on. B.eav.el!.' Dam , th<e th­

ird set' was om ttt.e Hun.te:n: McCl tnt1..c; place t-he t1:mbe:c: having. beeru bought'- fxom 
, .. 

UcClint-ic .. 
• • 

The fbwrtlhl set w .... at- Jacob «Jake ) S:\immons plaoe on Bpl:UCe Flats 

th.:ts. was- logged by, Hemp GalfoI:.d and Hunt'en- Mc.Clint1ia.: bot 'hl of neal!' Buai;ey,e and 

ell sew.ed by- Henry, ov.erho·lt and was maatly:t Cher xybut theyj' sawed Bome miOCed st­

, ~~ ,or farmers of: that sect1oIL. 

7'- This l umber was. wagoned. or- brought- by? sled to Buckeye and th.er.e th'e 

rafts .. e~ made from the Spmc.e that carI1'1.ed the lumbe~ to 

r 

"" Roncev-erte whel)"e 1 t-
...... sU pped to all part's of t h.e Ccount-..u-, .• Th"-

-" ~ took place fn I~9!f & 92 . 
In I893 Callison mov;-ed! his mi ll to 10 t · C 

CUS Jie ek ani s et- 11t: on 
to . a.w the Poplar trom the William Calli 

l
eon- f arm t hat had been bowro"t· 'h... " 11-

1.a.:a a Overh,olt however - ~~ 
abou.t- 90. 000 f eet of th is wa s r- ~ted e 10 d. c:t..4 to Ronc ev ert-e in 

u g an I t O. 000 teet Was sawed by 

! U Ie , .~e at t be l ogo ratt ed ha d 
Henry Ov erho lt as sawyer 

1. 600 f eet in them. 

for Ca lli son at 

ocoUn 

w. 
It. tr. ' 

~1 • • a. 8kl44ed by Oh ar l l e Callison and 
c.~ . 

h i s brother Thomas d i d the 

Uon . l! l nry OYe b 
l' olt . Utarltnton.w . vo. . _ 

C. M S l mmono . H l~lDboro,W . Va. 



Corr.merce .An 
___ 8.G Smith ,H 1llsboro. W .Va 

d Industry-

7 campbell Lumber Company----
Pocahontas County. - p c. d J ohn 

- C bell of DeV/drop a. an --- d James amp 
In I9o.3!:· \\' an bu timber. They located on 

shontas Co. to y 
of Smlthport,Pa. came to poe the timber of some r6.000 acres 

. ' . ded in buying 
IHllie.ms River srl suecee d Laurel Creek to 1I111ia-

. kn wn as Woodrow going own 
starting at whit is 0 ~ ' t h BottOll, Black 

1 r by the meadow6 ,~ .D9/ ~ 
ms River then back up the r ve the divi-

t he Barl OW Hacking which is on 
Li k Run and t 0 

Mountain to lit c d extending to the HiS! Rocks 
d '"illiams River, an de between Cranberry an 11 

on the Stamping Creek s i de. 

They were incorporated in 190.3 and charter issued by 

Sec. of 

in t h is 

state Wm M,q.Dawson, authorized Capital s~ock of $30.0.·0.0.0.·00: 

CO~1'1ere l.W,James an d John Campbell and M. J Sweeney all of 

Po.. 

The millsfte selected was at what is mow Campbelltown 

on route 219 and just acrOBS t he Greenbrier River from the C&O R.R 

bey bad a single band mil l which was set at tblm location, t hey built 

about 35 duelling houses a large boarding house and a large store , Rail_ 

r oed tracks were ~ld from Campbelltown up Stony Creek to Woodrow down 

Laurel Creek to )I1111ams River t hen up the river to Dut ch Bottozr;,-:l~and 
e.bov. t o lit L1ck Rm .Th ey h~,Qcomot iv es - an d 2 l oaders the R .R ns -- . ~o.tly built by I talians t h is Was standard gauge track . 

Tvery tb i ng was made r eady f or operation their first camp 

brlow t he lat e J i m "lb l t e h omest E'ad and now Or.t1t"d by AndrE'w 

alford 00 L"U"..l Creek camp i/3 was a t Laure l Oreek Bridge ,.-. at 

'b- 1U'04"". Wb .. _ Fr d Oalford now liv •• i/5 jus t above *~ 16 0108e t 0 

!!look lit RII4 ' 7 .. t ~toh Bottom i/3 ne nr Sar lo" H no king I') at lit. Lick 

D''''' t b. III 8 ROOke or .. ~otl1l ot II oampo on t h entin 01' rat ion . 

0 .... 
of ~arlinton and O"md n R.R . 

T"adtn 
-.. don 

-ltb horB~e and as h 1 .. 



C.L.Co. Page 2 S.O.S. Po ... Co 
usrd at onP time or TWFnty six tpams,and these were fine horses 

coating $450.00 to $550 .00 for each team.Ja~~O.co~r of Rdray above 

~arllnton was barn boss from 1905 toI912 bis job was taking care of the 

bors •• the duet forced Mr.Cogar to quit thie job and he went to cutting 

tlmber,h~ was Buco«ded by Harp~ Turn~ of Lobelia c~ number seven barn 
",.- . 

burned with. quLte a loes as they lost two car l oads of hay and 1800 Bushel 
of oats.The sktdding was ve~' dangerous as they crippled lots of horses 

which kept a Veterinarian on the job a good part of the time doctoring the 
~ .. 

sick ones and tre.ating and doctoring the crippled ones theyhad &8 high as 

e ight and ten horses in the barns at a time with. ,Or,1I.,O,Sm1th. treat1ng 

, --them he at that time was at Millpoint and now a resident of -Hl11sboro,W,Va 
besides the one s the Veterinary took 1n1 to h"is barn to treat- and care for 

and r eturn to the camp as soon, as they· were able to work,these trips were 

all mere on horseback a distance of 25 to 30 miles round trip through the 

:::ountains but the Dr. made tthe trip day or night in all kinds ~ of weather 

c:~;;~~ h:~:S~ater and goingt\very dangerous trails to reach the sick or 

E.G.Bexter of Pa.was general mapa J k 
CoLe of Pocahontas Co.were WOodssuperintend

ge
;, ac Crookshanks and Lant~ 

bel en; and woods foreman,E W C 
pIlii'm Sec,and Tr~as,e.nd John C •. am_ 

They hed .~ Co i ampbel .l was pres1d.ent· of the Co • 
• mm_ ssary at camp ~ and.] 

Ba1tles with ou.t · comlng out -to &iil~iiiitJ:;;: ' < J?9_
t he ~€'n could get nece_ 

They cut all kinds of bard ' 'ffltcli""'-o-r thelE stoPes had a clerk. 
1 C01."d get th wood Spruce and Hemlock, and the best informat ion· 

... . ey cut betv;~en:' 90 
-$ . and 100 million- feet '1!:hf~ reid t't=i-r 

...... ~"':;~.~. "'"J' " .,' . -_ .-_ ---i'2 -, '!:)el ' 'tt1l"1g f:=,. $f AA ' .. , == ,f.; J --Q prr H Ce 50' 

I ,I 

They :::~1r men $I. 75 " . pel e"r<l 

• 

per day contraoted timber 
DOV_ II 82 .50 vr cutting for 

Cord for pealing 
tan bark Some of t 

h is bark was Used 
, tht r .t ohlpped 

to othel' t 
r- o.nnf' r1f\s i r • .-,-,.,. quite a t n dlffpl'E'nt 

# 1 ~ ~w neO l a, t ot lth 11 op rat n 8 and qUi te: 
sectlons of th~ U,S. 

o if''' lives "~r~ l ost ' ~ T' ~r ~lrord or ~. ~ l on ,Obarl l e Buoh 
"'-Io"""yt " wa G 

•• , 1\11bt tb~ ua kllltd by .ome 
t ' o.boo.~ t • co.," "tuna ~ .n - bl eb b 

•• le y • t.lllna tr 

S*1't.. 

kill. by 01 ~ ~ A r liog IOE 
log tl'uoko t hat '-'"ot 1 ~ 

W Q OOSf' and 

4' otandlng . CeOil Galford or p 
, and 0Jl It 00_ 

.11~ Worki ng on t he R,R --____ ~'~4~'~~~ .. ~I~t:.~ 

==:------------=- or hie bod :y .. l'f' t 1 ound n th~ topa or 



C,L.Co. 
S,G.S Poca,eo 

and 60 fret high. 

Th ry workfd somP 300 men in thF~ woods, on thp R.R ,and on ta~ 
praxl McCaulfY of Pa. was thp blacksmith he did ~ost of the horar 

aft~r quitting t i me or at night so the teams would lose no tlmr. 

C~bell Lumber Company Ift~t~~;~J furnished employment to not only the men 

that lived in this territory but furnished employmeIt to mE' n that came nth f. 

tbfal. 
t~iB \':as a prosperous operation and it meant a lot to Pocahontu Co . 

and f'special ly Ldray Dist rict wherE' this ope ration took place. When thPy 

had fin ished thf' operation back on the Williams River they Bold the le.nd. .off 

to dUfeTE'nt people some of it' was clf'ared up and usel for crop ground or 

put into pasture as for years Williams Rive r ' was noted for i ts abundancp 
of gress most of the farms on Laurel Cr eek are part of the Campbell Lumbn' 

Co. land. They sold ~ acres to Borne stockholders in the Ban! of MarliDton 
thE'Y foUtle.d a Co, and went- by thE' name of Pocahontas Co. Coal and Land Co. 

:--nd in 1935 t h:y sold to the U. S Governmen~ this was the Campbell cutting from 
'":.:It' l£eadows on " illie.ms River t aking i n Black Mt, to the Cranberry Side or 
eIT~n cutting by the High Rocks and €xtending to th~ Spr uce Flats or a bo~ry 

- ! SO Ia acres and on th is is Bla'tk Mt, fi r e tower which 1s used each fall dtItlng ) 

. trf' sea.son. On this bOW1dary you find excellent trout flshin in s ri and' ( 
~ fa~l abundance of good hunt ln t ' g P ng ~ ) 

heartg animals and in th is C l~ssu;~~y:v:~~~~~eBe~::~ andthbf'ar besides the fur \ 
as ere arE' bpav e r .ork_ 1 

lng In=any sections of Will i ams River the~ore \ ' ) 
Hllia/

yer 
and especially \'" 

t~ Campbell land 16 t he Sport mans paradise ~ / 

BeavE'r Oem on 'I:illiams Riv e r got 
• fa!"'. ago and biJlldl ng da."D8 

across the stre~~B 

Intbie section YOU find 

its name by Beavers being there '" 

at that time. 

mo r e of our typ ical mountain peo~~ 
!_.n any 0 hpr sPot 10D at the count ry .~ ~ 

U1 the tYPiCa+ :nountaineer of W. Va ~ 
tr 8 fe.w ot tl-e wo 

~ ~~ ea.pb~ ll LU:~ r Co . bad t1n1:::~an sett led on Williams River after 
a 11.101 i n Cr~drly oonatruct~d up and they nre found thf'Ie today 
1Y! ~r t fl .blft£,bUO~lna l og house o and making part of their 

C rapping Md d i SSlng g inseng . ~ ",btll. ttnllh f' d, 
'r 0. __ r.Ucan. of POOILb up 1n 19 I4 thuo f"nd.rd ont' of thp 1 ~ 

ont. •• OOWl t T Ar&'e •• 
~ 4 & '4. y. h Y Ih1pp d~ut all tbp lumbrr lQf T)' Ina 'ola 

~h houlr. and 1 t. ~ y. f r Of o • 1n O.=pb~llAto O.A 0' • .a t .. 1 ...... -~ ______ ~ ____ -._~:.:.:~.:n~:..:Old th ,. 
~m to proa~rc lvp hoe~ 



o"",,< r oO And Indust ry . S.G Smith H1l1sboro. W.Va.Poca.hontas 00. 

_ Lumbc r-

In 1915 Paul Qold~n of Marlinton went into the lumber business 

and hi. first operations "er e on Clover Creek near Oloverlick and on 

Bro
ttO

• Creek but this operation was on Spruce Flats near Buckeye,having 

bought a 9 0 aore boundary of timber from Bess i e and W McClintic of Buck-

~ e for $1. 000. 00 this tract was for mally the Marshall, McGraw land. 

Golden employed Floyd Lee orig inally from Oa.kls.nd Maryland who 

hac e. c ircular mill to do the sawing Lee vias s awyer. Frank Jordan and 

Sll ..... "" Galford of Woodrow on Laurel Cr eek did the cu.tting and skidding 

~ they had 8. camp . LEe had a camp and boarded the mill men this ope rat ion 

~1n1&hed up in 15 and 1t- \"las found they had cut 600.000 feet which was 

Yagan€d out to Buckeye and Marlinton for sh i pment where ever he CQuld 

~t an order for lumber. Fro~ here Golden u€nt to operate near - the Va . 

t e O~ Allegheny Mountaia. 

DIfon:at ion-John C YcNeill. Buc keye. '.7 .Va. 

G.Preston lloore . Marlinton . W. Va. 

Court Records . , , , , 
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'i')l'ist Samuel G Sm1 th - -------------------
Da.::e 

Source Thomas Hause ,Buckeye. W. Va. -- ----- - - '" - .. --,---.::.~ 
court Records.uar11nton.W.va. 

Lnt. 

, " 

. . 



And Industry.samuel G Smtth Hillsboro , ~ . Va . Poc&hont&8 County_ 

In 1912 !!Ii"l Go~d<n of U.arl1nton bought a tract of timber from 8. 1£0.01-

Si roie a hiB \7ife located near Clover lick and containing 81 acres. 

had B circulor mi ll and did his own ski dding . 

l mory Anderson and Bert Roberts of Marlinton were sawyers and A.A Ruc­

/krr ,LU!.tac e Brindle and J. L Jackson of Buckeye Cut the timber and "hen they 

hed fin i sh ed up it "as found they had saf/ed 600.000 which was wagoned to C1-

O\'ulick and shipped out over the C & 0 . 

Go lden also operated a tract of 319 acres that he bought from R.H & 

. intiE DUdl ey who lived in Agust County Va . but the timber was on ' Clov-er" Creek 

~d 3cjoin i ng the landS of the following S. E Hannah,J.J Coyner,Edgar Dilley 

md the Clover Creek Cattle Co . 

Th is set cut out 9 00.000 and \7e:; skidded by Go l den and sawed by Robe­

'"t6 and ;.r.de rson but cut by Cameron and Kemp Meeks . 

Golden e. l so bought timbEr from tbe follow i ng the t"illi .1 am P Hogsett 

ish<r on = 1'01'1n8 CrcE'k . a trac t from Thorney Cr eek Lumber Co . in Huntersv ille 

:h .tr 1ct . 

'Tpon compl etion of b is timber hol dings Golden so ld bis mill to James 

:Jll;l'88 

Io!ort:o.t i on- Thomas Haus e. Bucke nl V ye .l. a. 

Court Recor da . L!a:rlint on . W. Va . 



· . . -," t 'e,. J' ' ct . .... ... V' rr' "'1C. ,IJ' l . ... r s .. CI ~ 
.. OJ''' - , '" 

;mSL}.-qCE I DS:;TIF!CATI0F HE?uRT 

!:at. 2/25/1+1 ------_._------- ._-

Ro:;nllrr.h HOl'l:er Samuel G Smith --- --_.--_._-
!ht. ilssearch Ta~en _?fl1/1+1 --.-

lh'. Typed 2/25/1+1 - ---------



co .. merce And Industry.Samuel G Smith !!illsboro . W.Va.?ocBhontas Co . 

In 1923 A.D Nell sold to the Raine Lumber Co.the saw mill ,railroad , 

, .ngl,nes ,bridges,houseS and so forth,this was a band mill for $ 23 0. 000. 00 

ue deed transfer~ed some 5 . 000 acres of timber in in the Hunte~vl11e and 

Grenbank district .This operation Vias at Clover' Lick.The railroad was bu.Llt 

up LaU-"el Run and Thomas Creek and passes over the divide to tie Vlaters of 

Thorny Cr eek . Joe Rain. o~ the Rain. lumber Co.in charge,he is the son of Tho-

mas Raine and represents the second generation of a very important lumber 

family from pennsylvania. 

The r ev inue stamps on the deed amounted to $ 230.00 a good deal of 

th.e timber' conveyed Ii_es. on the roa.d between Huntersville and Dunmore and 1s 

a r.ell known forest.(Now seneca State Forest' or a part of it.) 

Taken from pocahontas Times.By Price. Marlinton.W.Va. 



I '"' l;j;: - { 
• • • -

Rosearch l-Iol'! :or 5.tG_ 'sIll 1.1;g- -- __ ---
lht. Re . .. rol: T.!.,"~~2r.23.2lj..26/lj.O . ., ---
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Bm
1tb,B111sboro,w,va-pocahontaa 00. 

The Maryl:md Lumber Company:. 

In. 1910 somS men from pennsylvan1a ami Maryland came to pocaho­

ntao County and bought. t-imber lands at oenmar aggl'egating over 17,000 

acre. ,of thlJl l€i53i1- was, bought' fl'om ThJ' Chaffey: WtJ,son. I;umber Company' 

of 1.1kins for which wae paid $} OJ'. 000. 00 thfil' land waS located on Old-

ham and Lauxel Run" ,a tr,act or- rather- a farm for' the m1il1. s:L't1! known 

ao the Rankfn farm and purchased fram Linda BurnS. and. husband ace rage 

nil and a small boundarY from J.1I Bear.d of' Beal!d:,another tllact of» 
acre a from L.S and Eff.1ie CochiraD,and 33 acres: deeded by; A.D Williams 

co~~1ss1oner of school lands. 

ThO men that' wl'"e 1", th." llary).and Lumber' Campany W,e".,. the , foll.-

lo1li.:lgPres:1d.ent: & }l8D:ag.e.l! ' J.A nerudB.om,secllet~j s. 71 S0.w~.J:.S,J Tr.8as ,John 

G.tmat all of. Hage"~wn,Md,8.IIdVice p,r esb1em;- 0.6 McN:litt· of Lew.listo;'" 

Pa . ThJI cocpan.YI was. a Cor.pcret1on and' thtl stock so:ld: mClBt'ly! m ann arounl 

::..a.se=r.:OYll bu.t- some Bt-o~ was. B.old in Pa. Va.& W.Va. 

This operation. st-art-ed inl MaYI' 19iO t~ ml!11 -. 1 .. ~ set- between ~ 

?..-R a.ru1 th-e Greeubr1.er R1Y,er tID t1i1! bot-tom of. Th'~ Renk1m Farm,th-dis . was 

~ 4DUl>la band ml1ll. ThtlYI erected 2 5 d ' wellfrrg houses fo~' th# me~ and trre_ 

1r f_ll~' a bearding house d an a Oompany Store Olaude Dennison WBS 

~o:' &#D .nd POlt ~.ter at DCnmax .A br i dge was bu~t across the r~ver 

1ft tract ot timber wb 10h 1 o.yed on Lau~el and Oldham Run which 

• • ,..,t,'d I>y 0 orB IT Dun 

~ 
oan of Max-lint " 

(0 1.ow a c.oll. b I on bu,.t an, old s urvey gave 
t •• .... th 10 ""S 19 "", tar 't1.nS wHb th old" 
<b lal14. ~ l-

ot J.n Oron y by tbO \'lo:rlc:1l1tUl f1 ld by a 

\ < 

J Ohn K 111000 traot ~Od corn ring with 
r ..... \In ~o th 

to t land Lick Run to P 1. RWl 80uth to 



S G 
Smith Hillsboro,W.va.Pocahonta8 CO. 

Industry. . ' 
page 2-
of McClanahan and James Sw-!Laryland Lumber COlDpeIlY­

the creek to the corners 

an survey in The Beaverl1ck MountainS to the Rider land then with the 

1l001anaban survey to the Bee Troughit Knob crossing OldhBJI Run,to Joah­

ua Run,to Wolf Lick Run.Ths Sherwoad Tract started with the McClanahan 

survey, taking in t-hll John Burr tract ,and another tract known as the 
, . 

Robert Burnside tract' and joinfng tlrB Mcconahan and .lame a Swan survey 

inoluding Mill Run,Tbfs land was conveyed to Chaffey Wl!lson Lumber Co. 

of i lkins by John. T \lcGraw March, I 0, I9 Q) and deeded to The Maryland LIl-

mber Co . by Richard Chaffey pres.of Chaffey, Wllson Lumber Co.of Elkins, 

11 ,Va . Th is land was all lay1ng on thO iast side oil!. the Gr.eenbr1.er R1.v.er. 

Rail road track. was layed from the mill up Oldham and Laurel 

Run$o;ion which they, ran 3 engines daily: as thOy had 2 Climax e i e , /' ' ng n s and 

a. Shay, 'they had 2 ~~B and used 10 t -eams ,2r 20 head of hora.es 

1n the skl ddlng, Jak€ Carey was Woods Superintendent he was originally 

a un ersville,W.Va .Camps "ere built- for the from Pa.but at this time f H t 

",en and hams for thO borses Dr Marvi 's i ~t( \l!}:,.c-' . . . n ~Iwa:., the Veterinary ' in, ch_ 

arge of the sick and crippled horses.Henry • Huffo~d was shop,m111 and 

yard foreman and Dr .MCElwain was the Company· doct or in charge. 

At the fir.Bt of the ope tati'on they contracted the skidding t-o 

l.p an4 Cheater He dr i n ck bu.t they 

C~~ took it over and did the 

only skidded a short time when the 

skidding themselves,Hendrick 's were 

tTOD n~~Y Reniok,~ , v~. 

J.Vanoe OCnn1oon oon 

~ Uann or Pocahont~u 

150 ... w 

of the p r a.loot un arm on the mil l, and 

Oounty W' k1 ~. lltd by th log train . 
r mploy C1 

1 00. 000. 000 f< \ 
&1\4 001« ott th 

on tb io op rat ion nnd they sawed ove~ 

Nortb 1I6.8t por't1on of this traot to 



----
Commeroe And Industry.S.G Im1th,H111sboro. ~ .Va .Pocahontas co. 

C any _Page 3-The l!aryland Lumber amp 

noW of Beard, W,Va. which was operated 
Frank P K1dd then of Hillsboro and 

by him. sawed all kindS of lumber and f=:'many 
The ~aryland Lumber company 

iath m111 and made laths from White Pi­different purposes as- they; had a 

ne and other soft same time they had lumber c~t for ­wood, and at- the 

all their' lumber waS sh1pped o~~ ov~r ' t~ C & 0 Rail chair backs ,most 

i ited They manufacture d both hard 
h 1 al market -as verY,. 1 m • Road ,as t e o·c .. ~ , 

and soft wood. 

This operat10n finished up ~~~/t/in 1918 and was sold to the 

state of W.Va. bu.t they d1d not clean u'r> until 1919 when everything was 

cleaned up and moved out • All th1> land and buildings on the West- side of 

he Greenbrier Hiver was sold to the State for- a Colored TuberculoE\1:s 

Sanitar ium th1s was the Rankin place and the Maryland Lumber Co. build_ 

ings the boarding hous.e was u.sed for the hospital which was rep laced 

by the modern up-to-date hospital built in 1937 & 38 by t he W.P.A 

the store bu.Uding is now used as a Postoffice, the ol d mlill shed is 

u.o ed to store feed and hou.se the machinery that the state haa at this 

!ar", .Tbe Blue GrasB Land Co . bought SOme S, 000 ac r es on the l eft of 

La.z 1 Run and later sol d it to the 
state for reforestat ion the right 

an4 Ilde of th e run was bought 
by The New River Coal Co . operating in 

and ray tt Oo . this traot had • I 
apprOXimately 9 . 000 acres in it . 

U~Od oO~l ~io n ot t h 
18 op rotion J .A Denn1son and his Bon went 

o t ~ v Q on,A1aLamo Ana t Orm d Th 
n 0 dar Ob i oknmn o in 1923 and . r< .' 11' 1 thfr o ~y . ., • r t ~rt C pony In ant ft lo ~ a Pooahontas OWlt y as 0, 

t tOI' nt t 150. n an(! It ood p rc nt or thea 



40.~~_~~::~~I~~_~~~~~~: __ ~~:S.O smith.Hillsboro,,,.Va.PocahoL:as cou:~. 
( Lumber) pa&e4-

~.re local county men . This lumber town consumed the surplus farm co=::-

oditi£s of oenmar,and Beord and was great lY missed when it :inished up 

and moved out . 

Today we find at the scene of this operat"ion some of the same bu-

ildings used by the lumber company and just above them we find a bEe-~t-

Uul concrete struc;ure 1Ihere the Negroes of this state that have T-.:ber­

culosis are treated and this farm is one of the bett~ farms in this 

s ectmon of the county produc i ng an abuncance of grains and truck crops 

t hat are used at the oenmar Sanitarium. the ashes from this mill hE:;>ed 

to build up this river bottom farm • 

Denmar got 'I't#/i t· s name from the names oennison and Marylc.nd 

D€n~ e.s Dennison uas the Pres. of th's co d he f ~ .an was r am Maryl=d. 

Thus the passing of one of P ah t oc on as County's larger lumbEr 

operat i ons . 

Intor.mat 1on-J.A Denn lson,Stevenson,Al abama. 

Frank Knapp . oenmar. \7 . V~. 

Henry Kincade . Beard. W. Va. 

Court Rec ords. Uarlinton VI V . . a. 



Lat. I/II/41 - - - - _._---_. - ---- - ---e\lbjoot c ommer ce & Indust ry.Lumber --------- ------
J.E uoore Lum. Co. 

Ro!i~a:rch HOl'!:erS .• G. Sm_~ ~l!_._ . __ _ 
Dnt. n. .... r cl: Ta ken . . UlQL1t.L _ __ _ 

Typist S. G' Smi tb . --- --. _- - - - - _. - - ----
Sidney Ucco~. E~rd.W.Va. 

:ouroe .. !!.~~ Cu~~~_p_._ .. __ I~ I I I Dc.te 
~.E Callison. Marlinton. W.Va. 

Court Rec ords. 
, , " 

enougb to send 10 until t his time. 



S\'bjoot Commeroe & Industry. lumber 
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J.E uoore Lum.Co. 

'l')l'ist 9. cr 8mi th - ----.. . ~ .. ". -" -----
Sidney McCoy. . Eeard. W. va. 

Gouroe RemUS Cutlip. I I I I Ihte 
- -l.--:B-Caiii~-';';·:M;rlinton. W. Va. 

, , " Court Recorda . 

enough to send in until this time. 



cOl!.Jj.RCi AND INDUSTRI,S.G SUITH,HILLSBORO.1LVA.POCAHOllTAS COlftlTY. 

ThO J.1 Moore Lumber Company. 

In 1910 J.1 !.Ioore of Virginia bought the ,lill1am H Callison 

from Q.8 and L.F Callison his sons for $2S . 000. 00 the farm 
~2./'.A 

65
0 

acres and aoother trac1jl'from Martha 1 May for $13· 000.00 

farm from 

contained 

this lend is on Locust Creek and it .. was here that Moore set his c1r­

c.ular mill, they bull t a camp and boarding bouse for the men. Harry 

Sr.e et7\"ood wae looked aft'~' the skidding which was done by 3 teams of ~Cl.~~ 
and 3 y.oke of oxen. 

A tram rca as built from ~ mill down Locust Creek to the - -
C & 0 Railroad at whatiB known as Locust which 1s a flag stop ,but 

had a sidlngat that time,thia was a narrow gauge track and they had 

a small Climax engine that pulled the tTuc.ks 'on which the lumber was 

hauled to be loaded on f:eigh:t; cars of the C & 0 of the Greenbr.1er: 

dtvis lon for ' shipment to many diffErent places. 

This operation finished up in I9I2 and moved out. 

Informattn- Sidney McCoy .Beard. W ,Va. 

" " Remus C?tliip. 

I. B Callison 

COUl't Records. 

Marl i nton.W,Va. 

" " 
Ri ght ot TIay waB gotten from if. Vi M C c oy ...,J. M CutUp and J F "-y of B 

1I.V ... and .T.e !lctleOl of Hillsboro. T'NI"'PNijj.:='" '. . = eard 

el f'''''/ FPP/ »"Y'1'1/ m·H!'ffN ff/ Y.H ih /W#fWHfH>fIJH#1¥l>ffffjy 
/IfMlfltNIN ~H/ nw n"'fJf/lI PN ~pt'~'":f /if JNHllil i'n 'HI "!'fI 'fHf}-'fI'N 

The lW.y land d I !'-,. 11 f'f/ 
an t i mber was formedy 

C6l.1 1-.on th n ot HU laboro.The mill 

f~r. nd b ~t r kn O'Tn 0.8 the Swe 

ovmed by George 

was set on the ~11liam H 

twoed. fnrm . 

-. -. -. . -"0 ' 

and Maude 

Calli son 

tltl ppeno o tOe logs 
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e And Indus try commerc 

T umber Company . LimE"stone .. 

County . - 7 

Cbapter Seveo-

S.G Smit h 

H 111 sboro.W.Va; 

In' 1902 Samuel Workman of 
Ronceverte a lumber grader took an 

option OIl> 500 acres of t"l mber 
on Williams River tal:oing lin Little Spruce 

b Alv;n Clark of Hllllsboro. Workman had 
Knob and Days R1.Ul and owned l ' 

Campbells Creek Coal Co. of Fayette Co, this deed the deed made to t he 
. , 

\TaB signed by Alvin Clark. Blanche Sydenetrlcter,T.A Sydenstrfcker, Grace 

Cameron ,Clark in 1905 with 3 years to remove C. Price. Andrew ?rice and 
. , 

1908 this land 'and timber J'oined the following farms. the' t'imber or to 

C.r Beaxd and U L Beard. 

.. 
Th is tfmber was mostly' Spruce and Hemlock and Mr Clark· reed 

$IO .OOO . oo for it . The deed Wa"S notorlz;:ed by G.R C1ll"ry/ of Hillsboro. 

- , . . , 
Cempbells Creen Coal Co, employed the Limestone Lumber Co, to 

XIS tbe t1mber they had a Ci r cular mill which" was eet on Days Run the 

, 
aenicee ot 20 men were required on th'e mill end in the woods they used 

2 ~ea:J to do the skidding . a boarding house was built to take care of 

tt t: :.f:1 e=opl oy.ed. there. The lumber' was brought out over the Campbell 

I. "" r coR . R 

t o ., h 0 

",, 'li B • 

Tb1.a o-per a tl on finished up in 1908 and moved out this land 

" 0 ~ t b f U. 8 OOy t 
rOUic n and 8. part ot the vast Gov ,holdings 

--
up 'by t b m tor rf'fo r et'a.tion purpo s~tl. 

hiD 1'10 ('1 lle rl1n o n 'fI Va 
OO.ln ,, 00 r 4e 

J 0 VO tt hO., 
" 

" 
" 
" .. ~~ __ :~::::~:C:'::I==n~~.;. ~~. ~~==~~~~ .. 
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Research l /orker Samue 1 G 8mi tb Date Research Ta ken 2/J~lf./4r _._.-
I I 

Source D. • .F....Rwlkman..)d.U p.alnt.JL.J'a.. 
George Simmons.Hillsboro.W.Va. 

I 2- Illf-George 81I11lns.HUlsboro :'I1:Va. 
' . , Willis McKeever.Bucll:eye. II 

• 



co",,,,CrcC And I'ndustry.SaJmlel G Smith Hil lsboro. W.Va .Pocabontas Co. 

LUJIlbe r 

In 1594 IlithrOrl lIoCl1ntic operated the timber on the William 0 lIcClune 

far'" no" owned by O. M Hook, the circular mill w .. set in the run near- t ·h . McC­

lune rEcldeno e and ready for operation . 

The ski<iding was done by MoOlune and Russel,John And Cisle". Sylva of 

st""'P1ng Creek,thE outting was done by Prime Dilley and John Ginger',the saw­

),Er was Ee:1ry Overholt . G.Huntel'l' Kee worked on the mill and Everett Hefner..~ was 

te"",ster for McClint io in hauling the lumber away end bringing in supplies 

for the camp . Uost of this lumber w .. sold locally. 

rnIor:etion- D.1 Ruckman.Millpolnt.W.Va. 
II George Simmons . Hillsboro.W.Va. 
<... ------------ - ---- ---- - - ------ ---------- ------ -- - - --- ----------- - ---

., From a.bout rS90 to 92 or 93 Withrow McClintic \Vas operatfug on Wil­

l1a:::.s p.1.\-er and one Bet was near' where the Burgess barn stcnt this t 1mb~ was 

boUGht from r. illiam T Beard of the Levels,he had another set near the head 

of Jays Run this \vas bought from Alvin Clark o.l so of the L ev,els and it was 

'- 6t t h is se t that 

trU alloat 159 O. 

Another set "as on the Willie.m T Beard farm and just beyond where 
i:€~ K1Dl er now lives , this set was mostly 

Cherry and Ash,he bought one 
aert !ro~ Alvin Clark of s __ oruce and from this-acre th " •• ey sawed II O. 000 feet 
O ~ a rtcord ~er acre , 

, r ... :.. 

r 

cCl1nt1c moved 1n on the Hun~ 
II McOlintic farm and set up one set was 

p'·"" t b""". 6Jld the other Bet wae in Buckeye Hollow 
.. ~ tor Hunt 

r WCCl intl0 a~d in all these operations 
~." l'n'rbOlt _a. tb oawy r . 
• 1. 1 

these tr.o sete 

on Williams 

" wa. all Waton d or 01 ddod t 
'1
', to II ...... _ __ 0 Bllcte), 

OQC f v 1'1. -• • and raft('td down thr -
°or ·r. "-•. Hl11uboro .~.v& . 

cf'l ~ .W.";' •• • 



lin Lumber C o.~a~ ff 2 

trucks ,John ~ ofrll'an and jete 
Spitzer were engineers . This t:o.llorked 

\"as done by contractors and among 
t '/5 men bes ides the work that abou 

them ~ere !, . J Cook of Seebert and 

sides the some 8 or 9 teams of the co . 

Ue redith l oggi ng contrac tors be-

:!reek . 

d a set for th is Co.on Browns George Simmons of Hillsboro sawe 

, took place there was one or two farm hou-Before t his operatlon 

ses at what was later known as St illwell but at the last of this operat-

ion there \7ere from 8 to 10 houses, a boarding house that '.'las run by 

Brorm t~cComb and his \';'ife ,a school house besides the buildings used by 

the co and today you find a string of houses here and it is st i l l known 

asiStilluell,but the school has been discontinued and the children go to 

~:arl inton to school.Part of this area cut ove r by The li',arlin Lumber Co . 

was land logged in the days of the VIh i te pine by Smith & ,'hi ting for the 

3t . La';7l"ence Boom &. }.lfg. Co. of Ronceverte . 

.'lail roads ~ere bUilt f rom Stllwell up the hollo;>; ,up Jrnapps Creek 

ani up a ll the ho ll ows of their holdl'nys 
o and if all in one would have 

':4 ,. qoit.e a. long di ut.a.nce of d. H . 

Ol'on cOlT"lotlon thl8 In; 11 
\'/Q.e l:I ol d for j unk thus the pnssin"t of 

oClllionio.e (~ountylS 1 
ar" r lumbor op !'a ti on" !.h' 

"" 10 operati on g re-

, , 



· , 
~o . Faf'8 If 3 S.G S. Pocahontas Co. 

f 'tt d "arll'nton as it furnished employment to many of her pe­bene 1 e ... 

J~e . nni at t his time was one of the very few industries operating in 

thi s section of the county, therefore the lumbering operations at StilI-

we ll helped t o boost t he population of lfarlinton and made employment for 

nany of her ]leopl e. 

informat i on . E.H TIilliams .Marlint on.~. Va. 

" 
S '" 'I ~_ . ·, 1 son. " 

, , 

James . on For ney . " 
, , 

John Coffman , , , 
" 

Court Records . , , 
" 

I 

I 
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And Industry.S.O Smitb Hillsboro.w.va.pocehont&o County. 

And ~~ao1n1sh-LU!llbe:r ) 
D.l Lutz of r l kins Randolph county and a man by the name of 

_# pocahontas county and bought timber from John 
uo Selington came to 

V Gay of <dray deeds recorded as folloWS July II.I9II about !tOO 

from Levi V Gay and Lee his wife amount pai d $5000
•

00 
and in 1912 

D and Allie Gay sol d them a tract of timber for $I. 500. 00 deed dated 

'o~~her !2.!9!2.0.J McCarty was clerk of the County Court at that time. 

7 hEjo also b ought El small amount' of timber from Linni e .Tyler of near ldray . 

ThEy set the ir Circular mill on the William Wooddell farm at the 

QO'Ut-h of tlie Draft and just above where th'e Fair GroWld,Brush Country 

Road. crosses stony' Cre ek . They built a boarding house for the men and 

, 
Er£ctEti. stabl es t o ca r e for their horse s g in number as they did their 

am skidding and most of the i r cutting. 

Th iS Gay t i mber was located on and near ELtc Mountain as they 

opEratEd the timber on the fac e of ~lk Mountain up to the big turn on 

I 
-;hfold road. 

~bey bad a locomot i ve,but l oa ded by handJthie was not a standard 

&aU£f engine nor was it a narrow gauge ,it wa s in between.t rack 

f 

was lay-

t~ roo the ~ill to the f oot of El k Mountain or a distance of approxi~a_ 

,00J 4 .. 1le. ·II/IIIII11/IIM//! O. M H oak now a f armer f • . 1 a St amp ing Cr eek was one 
c. tr. ocOCtot1v~ eng1nee TB as well as WiIl.li ",,"'r. wer Ft'Tt am We.ugh then of Roncet- erte. 

Robert. and 1 .0 Smi r/. 
*: "-0 5 f'nd 6 th . and it- was es t i mated theu 

mUlion f t ' ot this s~t . Th l 0 lumber was mostly Red 

. ' 
c ~ wi b ItOm Ch (o"nut Md \1 1'1D sh1ppOd out about n· fast a s 

it .. n o tb Oovt!rnmcnt snd most l y h 8,\ly t l m-
,t •• • "0 •• taOl ot 

,. • flo.. I' 0 

n\ lCon flnhh - d 
111> t n t 15 tn rn 1.11 W 0 tak. n down and 

..... " 



Lutz And l]ac inisb paGe 2-

south the log engine~2 or 3 log train truckS were bought by A.V 

of pennsylvania and at tbat time operating near Bartow near the 

of tbe Greenbrier River. 

They employed sometbing 11ke 20 men on tbe mill and in tbe 

~oods besides 6 tbat operated "tbe train an"d kept up tbe track tbere_ 

for e tb e payroll of tbis lumber job meant a lot to Pocahontas County 

and especially to Marlinton as tbe clothing and grocery stores did 

a fl ourishing business during the time tbe timber of t h is county 
. 

lias be i ng operated as tli"€ woodsman had to have warm clothing and 

plenty of good substantial food. 

Tbis operation did not affect tb"e growtb of Pocahontas County 

in tlie least directly but the taxes tbis company pai d belped wi tb 

our county government. 

There is no trace of thli:s' operation at 

Inforn::atiou-J. V McKenney 

O. M Hook 
Court Records 

Marlint on IT.Va:Rfd. 
Millpoint ' , 

Marlfnton I I 

this time • 
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Industry And comw( rc( 

S .G Smith Hill sboro. ii.va 

The Dr oopy LUtob£r Company· 

In I 906 J R Droney of the state of New York came to 

' .at Virginia to buy some timber land he 

and bought between ~OOO and IO, ooO acres 

came to pocahontas Co, 

on the east side of Gree-

Dbri.r Riv er fr om Rock Run just above Burnside a flag stop of the 

C d 0 Railroad to above Violet which 
Greenbr i e r Division of the an 
is anot her stop flag station of the C and 0 then. up Beaver Creek 
by B orard underl'foods the entire valley from there towaxd Burr 

ral lry t his covpred th~ entire ar~a of Ryles Mourlain. Island Lick, 
Ch1cken Bouse Run which 1s just across the river from SE'£bert,W Va . 

A mill site was selected at what 1s now known 

as Watoga, W.Va and therE' the mill was Bet up it was a single band 

~in wh i ch had a circular saw set be side to cut the small logs. 

Thf'J' bull t 25 o r mor e dwel ling hou sf' s ,a boarding house) a store 
building post offi cE'; and school house , t eleph one service was ext­

ended t h e r eand everyth i ng made r eady to start op eration which sta-

rtod i n !!aroh 1906. James Co ok of Buckeye and A.J Cook of Seebert 

7ac contracted t h e s kiddi ng but George McComb of Watoga and Idd 

Wh i t ing of Pennsylvan ia ski dded up ·Beaver Creek and a million 

fe-r t l SEwbere on the j ob ,. Morris and Ki mes al s~ bad .a ~ contract 
d l eg t he operation of t h i s tr~ct of timber. 

Around 175 men we r e u s ed in the wo ods , on the 

~~al D ,on t he m1ll and l Oade r 2 l oc omotives and I l oaderSwa ,4J:-us ed 'f" 
)0 ~o bo bor.~ . R-R tracks Wpre l a i d f r om t he mi l l at Wat aga up 

up BfAvr r Crert, atbpr t r a cks ?!' (> rf' laid to hf'sd of 

l~#~Q ou.~ Tun and to th~ h 04 at le l and Li o k RWl . 
Tble oompany op~rnt d tor 6pprox1mat ~ly 4 yr. r 1 10 AM r .... IMo 41ftlOulty ",,4 a r'lfl . QO llll:aUl)' t oo k 1t , I <\ , 

0;1" "·\ 1"0 Un4o::r 
OVe> r 

~h. nam or TOmb L 
1 

b~T Co", ny • I 01 t 11 "1 h~ . Pli -"I "' n r ft 1, 1M nft th y r op_ 



Paae 2 
Droney LUII.Oo. 

S.O.Smith. 

or until 191~ and tbey t o were 
anotbu ~ y. ars 

it waS taken over by Watoga Lu­
to quit and this timP 

Company receiversbip for tbe company tbe job was com-

plphd in 1916 . 

Thi s Watoga operation meant a lot to tbis seC-

tion of the country as it f ur nisbed a market for surplus farm 

pr oducts of the surrounding t erritory namely dairy products 

poult ry~eggsl ~qd truck cr~ps. The Company bUi~t • a scb­

J 001 house and t~ county furni shed t he teacher for the children 

of the €mpl oyees. Sunday school and pr eaching were held in 

the school building f or the inhabitants of tbis lumb.·r to,m. 

Approximately gO million feet Were cut at Watoga 

bf'sides t he tan bark that was p.pe-Ied and shipped out . , to 

tanneries all over the United states. Wages paid at Wataga 

( w""! . 50 to $2. 00 with boar d or $2 25 to $3 · 00 and board 

i YOUIself. t he l umber was all shipped out and the mill ta~en 
down part of the rail and other equipment was bougbt by tbe 

neel and Son Lumber Company oper ating pear the b ead of . tbe 

Greenbrier River t he rest was dispos·ed f 1 b o e sew E" rE" and shl_ 
~p;t"'d out ot t be c ountry. at thE" close f tb ' . o is operation tbe 

h~UBe8 w1th a suitable plot f o ground was sold t o t he peop-

1 ~ tro= oth~r BPcttons of th t f> 8 at e most of these were colo-

~~4 p~ ople and t oday we f1nd a numbpr of 
106 t btTf' ,w1.th a t • ort ,post ot tioe,and a school when thpre 18 
FOoueb cb11dr~n t o run 

[l eoheol. Tho G ev~rnment having bought 
t . ,. aou.4t .. 1n 14U\d t.o 

r ow in to ~ forto t. 
On 

MoOomb who 10 up in SO 

1:. r tt<!o \ 
work alHO oont rA ct work,anot_ 

1\01 _ Ow\n WOl' \f'OQ .. numb r or y ~ar, at Wat a ga and 



IIOII'ta. Co. 

Pas. 3 
DronE'Y Lumber Co. B.G.Smith 

Hillsboro,W,Va. 

just across thE' river,be runs a passenger boat to the Wataga side 

i. a very dependable ferryman and a part of hi. inoome is de­

rived from his Ferry-boat ,this i. necessary in getting back and forth to . 

Wat oga, which is approximately two miles Fast of state Route 

state road at stephen's Hole Run just above Millpoint, W.Va. 

Informat 1on _____ --G'eorge McComb., Wat"oga. W. Va • . 
Dennis Dunn. Watoga,W.Va. 

Sherman Pyles ,Seebert,W,Va. 

James a.Cook. Ml11poln~,W,Va. 

Court Records, Marlint on.W.Va. 

219 ~eaving 
< 



--8 0 Smith pocahontas 
11/;' ' /40 COmDIerc~~..!~l!.!!?1 • Hillsboro, W. va. 

Oounty. ___ '1 -
.. -=--_-Splce Run Lumber oompany;;l1----- . 

• lynn of Charleston KaJll'18h oounty came to Pooahontaa 
In 1912 Ja.me. , 

d Pon locating what he wanted went hack to 
County l ook ing tor timber an u 

and 1n it were James Flynn,Oua and Mark Charleston and formed a company 
Flynn along with some other stockholders at Charleston,and New Yort and 

forming what was known a8 The Spice Run Lumber company wbiob operated 

& short distance below Beard,W,Va or near the mouth of Spice Run on the 

Greenbr i er River. 

The first- tllbel' bought was from J.R Droney,The Pocahontas Timber 00 

Inc .and E.Y Arbogast a Real Estate operator allan the East side of the 

Greenbrier River and' extending up the river to ~he Maryland Lumber Co. 

cutting •. 

They Btarted operation in I9I3 Bset in a Bingle band mill built 

25 dwelling houses for th.e men and; their- families·,a boarding house 

and a company store in which the Post Office was kept. 

They had 2 locomotives and a loade r R.R tracks were built from 

the 0111 at Spice Run across the Greenbrier River and up the bollows 

to the head of Spi oe Run and Davy.s Run ~d in the i mmediate section 

o~ the geaverlick Ut .thla wa s standard gauge and was built mostly wi~ 
1 te.l1a.n labor . 

•• Va 

at 

• 

1' . 0 Barlett of CinCinnat i Ohl'.o and Char11·e Briggs of Glen Ray 
were Super~ntendente tor the Spice Run Lumbe . 

r Company,Barlett 
h e flrlt 01 tbe operation and Bri1ggs ' after,R.E Turp1n-R~ of Fa. 
....... by the Dame ot Bros iouo wer e 

~ th Company doot oro . 

Thl'; .111 ••• IIt1. 

the book keepers,and OrIs Gooch 

Jo ~ , r r • t~. 
on Wha.t WfiO known no th 

oo..Oft l'bpr t, ~~o i. d Iroll • . to • . 00 ada" . 



commerce and Industry,S . G S 
Hillsboro w. Va. Pocahontaa COUDt,. 

----------------------
Spice Run Lumbe" Company //2 

Raving partially finished on the Fast s i de of the Greenbrie r 

they decided to buy t imbe r on the west sid e of the river t h e i r 

Itroain mak ing da11y trips up thO 0 '" 0 line to 11111 Run and up lIi11 Run 
o.sing ~ State Road on a spur of Droop lIounta1n about . I! mile8 below 

laboro thence up and across Caesar lIounta1n to Bruffeys' Creek and to 

I Lobel1s and up Hill~reek . to the head or to tie Cherry R1ver CUtting,tlrV 

timber from the followi ng , 
( Loca t i on ) 

Nancy R and G ,H Dean- Near Lobel1a -

A. J.!& J.M Simmons Rush: Run 

A.D.\\' Hill Droop lit. 

id1l'i" L seard Cher ry Ri ver 

Near Lobelia G .tF"'~ H Hvll 

J . C Ki nn ison Bruffeys Cr eek & Hl!l1B~eek 

J.' '" L.Y Bobbett Hill iG-eek 

J . L '" Sarah V Clows~ ~)W 
! . 11 & Meta J Hill " 
C. 1I & Az1 1a Ande rson " 
ceorge '" Mary E sutton-~Near Lobelia 

R. C & !rclnda V cutlip -- Droop Mountain 
L.e &. T .C !lcl.!lll1on__ Hill ~ - - --.. 6 reek 
lllen & !i . a Sp inks _____ I I 

J .• !lW7I!T -- Sruffeys And HHlsTreek 

R. I! ~ [lln Bruftey___ Hl11 ~~ ') --- -. 8~eek 

•. Va Pulp And. Paper 00__ I I and Spice Run 

G . ... ... n:renoe HUll " 
W. D ~ .a te Uo~r1 8on -- Rush Run 
w. ~ IIIIcb 1 I.1nn l oon -- Bruffeyo Oreek 

IIUy I H0de0 ' - __ H1!llo'~? k 

Rf- CCUi. """Y ~ --- Loouc t Or k 

r . ... 

J 

L • R V 'Ul ~Y _ Bruf! 
I 

Y' Or e" 
. 4 ~ ~ • ork. __ • 

Rutll Run 

P.II 

H It II;" rl ---- , , 

b t.rd -_ • • Lt Hi l l.bo ro • ~ Oft tt8 fll' },it . 



oommtroe And Industry --s.GUSlmlbtb pocahontas Co. H G oro 

.!£!~!1!';!'l_!!,:!!~t.. C~ 113 

R.V Beard ____ Caesar ut. 
B Coulter _____ Near Spice Run. 

Samuel & Luoy Sheets _Droop yt. 

\l'1U"1l Lumber co. __ Bruffeys 8i Hillscreek. 

W.R & floronce YcCoy ___ Bruffeys Creek. 

J .~.L & Georgie Vaughn _Hillsoreet. 

G.S & Iberia Hill .- II 

S.J & Ada payne .-­

George A.Kinnison (land) 

" 

Andy Carter 

D. Y Kinnison 

__ Caesar Mt. 

Bruffeys Creek. 

Mary C Morrison ___ Rush Run • 

G. A Kinnison Bruffeys Creek. 

J. W Roderick ___ Near the mouth of Spice Run. 

t . ~ Arbogast . __ A 
Nathaniel Hollandsworth - Bruffeys Creek. 

And !UghYof ...... Way from t~ .followlng. 

J .Y & R.B Cutlip. 

0 .0 & Georg ia Beard. 

S . C 4. Mi nn ie Dean. 

J. " 4. ltary B Brock. 

J.L J.t:c,eel 

V. L & Lllzabet h Beard. 

lUll j, Sallie l McCarty. 
J .• tinc 1.on 

•• R , 11 . B 111111 .. ", • • 

J.' I~ J Darnell . 

~ U 'OU B AId 

, in ttoor . 
Ttnan . 

-' . ~.t l tb~ W.n Ckl11~on larm . 

Tb e cut\.1n:. "nQ ,k1.ClCl1n 

• 

, 

b. 001\\ raot _...0"" 
t Lot. 1h 

"OR mootly don by oontraotors and t he f 
lUI or • b 011_ 

" ho 4 (1) 
~O 11~ had (I) t 

ra_ end (4) am and (3 ) mCn ,Orooke t 
Mrn.o org DC~n f o nt"ar Loht"'1 1a 



And 1ndustry-S.G.S Hillsboro ,' 
II ,Va. Pocahontas Co. 

___ Spioe Run Lumber Company. --II 4-
(3) teams and 10 men, I.N Clutter of near Lobelia had 5 t eams and 12 men, 

•• thaniel HollandBwortb had from 3 to 5 teamB and ftrom 10 to 1 5 men,each 
of th~Be men had camps for the men and built stables for their horees ,and 

be. Ide. the oompany had 3 r;. camp. operat ing juot one at a t 1me one was at 

tbe DEan Hol low on the main Hills Creek,one at John Eagles ,and the other 

at Spruce Run. I 2 teams and 50 men were used ~t these camps with the f0110-

.. ins men a8 bOBS 

:I;£:,.l.8 Rogers all 
Charles B Larue 

0~~0~g~t~~r~~~,~~t~~~5n¥~~leg~sworth,TOney Kershner, 
of Pocahontas County and John ROSE1e of Greenbrier Co. . . 
wa. blacksmith be being of Hill.boro,and Dr Marvin C Smith 

elso ~f Hillsboro was the veterinary 1n charge of the horse~ when they got 

sick or crippled and needed medical t~tment. 

Tom Snyder was general superintendant for a while and Lovie Vaughn of 

_obelia and George Dolan of Millpoint were foreman of the i mprovement 

_ At each of the company camps you found a ¢111/ store BO the men c oul d 

get tobacco and clothing without coming out to Spice" Run. 

lira Georgia Vaughn run a private boarding house that took care" o'f 

at t he oen and especially the foremans 

E-":1.otendant and other offiCials of the 

and their wives and the General 

company ate taere:At !.os<i;l!. 
Accident s occurring on thrs operatio~ were Arch ie Tay lor of Renick,W. 

tra1n, and Romey Dorman of Beard ~~~/a 

to death by a log that roll ed from one 

~ .fetl on hand being run over by a 

brak'.~ on t he t 1 ra n was crushed 
at t:,e tra in f lat cars . 

When they wer e runnin ste 
• ""n b .nd t be beet 1 t g ady they cut .omething 11ke 700 

n ormat ion I was able to thousand 
,_ get they cut in th 
~. DOd !1! 100 million during thel e ne1gh_ 
~G n. n«'1ehbot'hood ot 23 000 r operations at Spioe Run aathey cut ove: 

. acres this "as t w • 
... 11 r Ph"r aM what tb on he J'.as t s i d,e of th ,~.~~ eCree_ 

..... f •• ~n4 t on and. near Caesar !.l.t 

. ~ 0 bt Cherry R1v r Out t ' Bruffe)"s and Hills 
.... b ........ rur or Hill '0 In go at th h ad ot R1ll . rOCk . 

• 0'(0 Wag ot or man in th(' OOmpany tor e at 

10)'",(n L t.llf • . ,uorb 0 "oort, o r WOod-,m 
un In OOunt l( d un n i 1"oo th is 

lumb 1" to~ 

taro ra i n that 

, 'I.. th l ! tt l 
• r lu" ral". rOdu t. It'o!!! th 



CommCroe And I nduetry---S.G.B --Hillsboro. . W Va. Pocahont.. 00. 
Sp ice Run LumbE r Company·#5---
----------------------,«tl cn and from Beard,Hillsboro end Droop Mountain end when they flniBhed 

~d moved out thi s was gr Eatly mi ssed by the fa~mers and the oounty in 

smtral f elt the affects a8 well as ~ other business establishments aa thl • 

... 1lI one of pocahontas County I s larger lumber operations· 

Cla.r El noe Nesbit of NY. and FA. was l oaderman and R R foreman ,and 

ohn otfman was one of ~ the engineers,he is now 74 years old and he tell. 

c~ hE has fol lowe d woods work for 43 years and that from 27 to 30 years 

of tbe 43 wer e spent in pocahontas County and mostly as a Locomotive eng-, 
i nepr as he wor ked on Borne of Pocahontas County's leading and larger tim-

bfr operat tns.Homer Palnter,Roy Shope ,and Mot t Gladwell were also engin-

Eers as well as Hea ston Knapp "lho was engineer , fireman and brakesman • 
• alter Wi seman was saw filer and sawyer for a time ,Floyd Lovellace was 

also sawyer for a time. 
The two locomotives were brought to s~e Run from Bemis, W,Va A 

bought from ~he \/heel er Lumber Co , who had finish~d up at Bemis. 

Upon my vis it to Spice Run the scene of this operation I only. fo-

und 2 houses standing out of the 25 orig inally built there Mrs Blanche 

Jo~~ the widow of Romey Dorman that was killed on this ~ration lives 
10 one of these houses and the other r ented to different people at dif­
~~r£nt times 8S it is gener ally r ent ed to the renter of the farm and 

00'1' rente to I di th Call ahan . The R R steel was most ly leased from the C & 

o o.od. He taken u? and returned to th em, the mill and mach i nery was shi_ 
"ed 0 Spr ing creek ru;>d put i n ~rat i on t he,.. 

Tbly onned something like I 5 000 acr es on the last side of the 
Ore :lbr Ur RIvcr I1.qd today the G overnment onns t hat b t th 

• Co any It ill OITTla 200 ,u e Sp ice Run LU!II-
aores on the \Vest aide whe r e the mill set 

• rt all. h t houoe. w r b i 
" Ion ~o aoch u It .Th i s operation f inished up in I 925. 

~=_;;:;. - ro.ll--ScarQ IV Vn ( -=- ...... I$l\.Cb Dor!': n-__ " . , . Laborer on th is operation) 
! Hr. Oooh I I (Wido. of a train man ) 
.,to "It, ra.n_ II " ( Bl(1okomith on the job) 

r r .... ~.. "-----"11111·0, II (8 at tn F01·t>man ) 
',,41 ---l)~n ( Jo n Cott It T. I' l.umb r Pil r) 

-- ~1'11 nton, , . () n,lnH l' ) 
40.0Hh-l l c r"'. " (801. and Oont raotor ) 

at 
e 

r on,", \'6. 



~ p'~a~t.r Sr. ----­
• 0 "pooahontas 02uoty 

S.o .Smith 
Hillsboro. w.Va .. ··'~'f '"-'" 

8 <-d Lumber cQmpany-----
American Clum~~ 

Th e American ColumN'and Lumber Company of st. Albans 

with ~ . M. W stark of that oity supt and general manager came to 
pocahontas County on the quest of timber and was l~formed that the 
l!c 11ntlc brothers namely WUJ;lrnwJ Lock,pd George.. of; Buckf"ye, Uar­

linton and Charl est on respectively h8:1 a tract for sale • 
They bought this boundrY of timber for $40.000.00 

wbich provE'd to have 34 million fe et on it . 
They contracted the ~nufactur1ng of thiB t1mb-

er to the Bathol emew br others namely George and Samuel of Cedar Grove 
Kana_ah county J BartholemewB had a single band mill which they. set 
clost> the BuckeyE' station of the C & 0 railroad this timber was 10-
catpd on Cave Crfek, Bucks Run, Dry Creek and the head waters of 

McClintic Run on Mccilntlc h9mestead, there was approximately 700 801'­
•• of thi. timber both hard and Boft wood. The boundary run by ·the 
pl~cle Rocks, thence t o ~h~ Billie Sod thenoe to the Campbell Lumbpr 

~~y . cuttings, then running with t he farms of the following Hannah 
~cNe ill J L. A Hefner , M.J McNeill, L 'R Overholt, William C . McNeill, 
J~ Gay, ~ . Fleming, A and H, Shelton , N,C Rogers , D. A McNeill,and 

aper Auldr idge . . . 
... Quite a little l umber town g rew up at Buckeye station 

o s .. o reB a boaxding house and 10 or . 812 dwellinglil houses. ... 
The mill was set railroad tracks wer~ laid up Swago 

C"!"f'e 'k to the timber and eVE'l'yth ing made ready! to i t "" 
tiad two locomotives and a steam loader these vi B ax operation ~hey 
'by tbf" US" of 1 :r~o::D...::c=ab:l::.::.e:B..:an~d:o.cs~t~e~e::l:":dr~ urn tb ~re put on the tracks and , _. B _ eY',were able to take the two 

l OCO 1ve8 and t he s team log loader across th G 
:"roe: _""c\:r0J'E' stat ion thi e r eE'nbrier River not far 

J' S VIas very dangerous t ' k t .~~r land~d safely on the opposite side f th
as 

as b ey were heavy but o e river . 

About 100 men WE're used th 
tr.l t t f" :-.10 the common l abor e r s werE" pa1d on e mill, i n the woods and 

1 t fro m ~ to $4. a day. J. F Mill. -
Gf Cb~ t.t on, ook the contract to d t -

r.,a ~"1 .:141 Will f orced to give it 0 the ~sk1dding h e workE'd a while ma.d ' 
tlD1 .... ,.4 t hf" ak 1dd.1ng wh iob was d. up he "XtiItiflcan- Colwn And Lb ' e 

" 4 r:,1071:.,.ot t or workme n t one with horses 0 This ope t
U
1

m 
e r Co, 

1 
r om tb~ Burr d r a on ' furnis :-~l ut- 6 0 1. to tb l u o~ct10n 0 ouo iog territory and this -~ t ,. at ..... ", tor .\U'pl~ 00 .. f Pooahontas County be sides th pay_ 

• • 1DJDO ..... 1tlt8 of th e payroll 
• • " r. Sl'C>t."'O"1 • U;f'a I f> Swago Commun it : f'.~. " H.CT .t-f"CS 1n nUctb~ro.nd. VI"Bf'tu.bl t" 8 . The Boh 1 y namply pggSj;~1 

~ V --.4l0C''' brr ' Tb l' ohur oh Wu,u rf' tl
OO 

e fn r ollmE"nt was 
rt '~l.'tT h&4 ~~; i:b ot t b( PGrthol o:~w8 y b pnet ltted as Rpv. 

DOG 1\ 4.U." h4IU\o • 8:~tB~c1Bprt' (lohln6 ... ::d 4drrtlrf'd Prf!'sbyt t"_ 
& rtholo~rw ~D01~e~Y 1n tb,. aIttr_ 

~ 
• 



f'O Am~rican 

PO& Mantas, Co. 

Pase 2----------
Column And Lumber 00----

Chapter Seven • 

S.G.Sm1tb----------­
H1l1sboro,W.Va. 

. 
w1th the Sund~yScbool .These new comers witb tbe belp and aee1-

of looal talent raised the morall of Swago Community. 

_large percent of the people living in tb1s little lum­

"ou town were tBJ< payers thereby helping run our schools and ·to tbe 
IUpport of our county government , which was gr eatly missed when they 
finished up and moved away. 

The lumber was graded and shipped out as fast as tb ey 
received orde rs for it to go to different parts of the country besides 
what was sold locally. Bartholomews finished up sawing in the spring 
of 1917,the anres sold out and quit business most of the ;families moved 
cut to find employment elsewhere but for several years some of thesE 
hhouses were occupied but today ther e 18 no trace of this operation as 
~ t.heloe,at ion where the mill set i s be i ng farmed by John Buckley ' the o.mer 

of the mill site then and today.Pocahontas County was rich in natural 
r esourses but the gr eatest was her timber which left payrools in each 
section of the county which helped it develop other r €sourses but chi_ 

efly coal, "tIht" QU;1 te ail. area of this once wooded area has been cleared 

up j11!.t in grass .that affords abundance of pasture for cattle and sheep 
which thef~mers sell to make a living since the timber has all been out. 

Inf ormation .George Bartbolomew-------K-i.l~9Qro JwJVa. 

Court ~ecords . ---Marlinton.WJVa. 
X.W .llcNeill. Buckeye .W.Va. 

J.L.Eoward. Buckey,e.W.Va. 
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• 
ra~ # 2 S.G Smith 

,one set for Patrick r.~ eeks ,and George t:cLaughlin and from here 

moved to the mouth of Leatherbark and sawed a set for James ~anles 

they sawed 400,000 this was logged by Bernard Hamrick of CasB. 

Duriru. all of these operations Luther r cNe ill was fireman and 

" ooddell did the sawing. 

Information.J. Luther McNeill . Marlinton. \'I . fa. 
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And Industry.Samuel G Smith Hillsboro . w.Va.Pocahontaa County. 

In 1926 Pr.ston 0 Curry and John C Haupt of Mar linton bought a cir­

mill from oilbert Wilf ong of near Buckeye on the river road and for­

med a partne rship known a s curr y And Haupt ,they cut mine ties and lum"cer at 

Wll!ongs end finished up and moved to ?;a lter Hi ve 1y8 on Thorny Creek and sa­

rid a set and from the~e they e\mt to Austin Sharps near Frost and sawed 

a eet,nnd from there they movEd to J. G Harpers pn Kna ppe creek ,and from there 

they bought timbe r from Elme r Moore and set the mill near James R€eds and 

upon complEtion of this set they Bold t he mi ll to Park Mc ~ugbl1n but bou_ 

ght a new mi ll and mev.Ed it to stephen HoJ.e Run on the farm of T.8 McNeel 

camp e ion move d from whom they had bougl:lt a bOW1dary of timber and upon 1 t 

to t he farm of Carl G Beard of near Millpoint and cut a set there J and from 

there moved the mi ll to Porter Sharps and sav,red a set there and from th<;€ they 

t:iOvE d to th.e f oat of 1:.. lk }fountain and sawed a eE.t on the 1 Ills Sharp pJac€ 

~d from herE they movEd t h o t e C.G and Sallie llcGul· re f arm on I. lk this was 

in 193/il e.JU!.X.lUYXKKII«llXBH){XJW.xUt and f ' rom there they moved to the Birdie 

55 , 000 from John and F rank ie o O111.e y farm and sawe d 150, 000 feet and bought 

o.u:.i~ e.nd 5 ) 000 feet was bought f r om VI1 11iam Gilmore, besides 13 0 ~O 
.... cGu.L...-t put in to this set f ' ' ,V.J that 

rOm tn~ McGUire f 
C.G "-ui-'" arm,this timbe r lias 

a1o.N -'-'" and James Gi bson and sawed for 
was cut and ski dd€ d by them, TI illlams & Pifer 

Curry And Haupt moved 
!land.lt.d. the lumbe r f or McGUire ' 

• , and Gibs on .From 11k 
&1. 1 0 .,:acuanB Ri ver i n V 

B. and sawe d fo r Burruss 
g Va . bl:rt,. they sawed 6 mdl l lion 

•• -':S 3 =11l.1on . 

land And lumbe r 

feet and moved to 
Co . of 

Bolar s Draft Va.& 

-t,(.1r nt.xt Bet 'Iaa in V' V 
'. a . on P t 

~ "I •• ".( d 1) 00, 000 t or e r and Katie Sh or the Right lu ,.' arp.s place he r e here 
-t! 1.~ ~b •• ' '1 mber 00 of Br i t 1 _ .. u. optsrat1 . , B 0 Tenn Th1 

on tho,t Haupt diO . S was 1n I 932 

"" ""'~ ~ TO. \i.:J.l.It 0 t 4n~ h' .Y b d i n 32.SJld iI . W HarnP r .... Ie l" - of Buokbann -
, . r •• U :00 0 .,It. tt lin o~rnt111(; Wldl"r th 

d tlhd t.bl name of CUI' 
t 4 It 1 j Hon I I l t. )' IIlQV{ d th .... 11'111 1 ry &. HlU'_ 

lIt t Tilt •
r1

eht . to TOL I.l. ot Union Church and 

Ctl Itrt.1 • u.u.lbl ,. Co . ot 
bGOU 'tUtZ'p rr. r 

Ill. r.' •• 
• Srlo tol,l/T. 

1»\ .at th 
OUW'd la 1 s SCt 

o 0 lotao r roo the 

, . 



pBt:,( ~ 2 of Curry .F,nd harpl r . 

Lns farm on i£ url1 (;rt €. k,\·.h1ch was cut and skiddEd by L.. u.lJ.E;na. 

Curry & harpE.r bought lob' s from } dl1in Bu zzard and irom thE;; !: . L 9£­

on ;(illiaInB Riv€ r cut and s kidded by Curry And P.arp€ r \'1i th hors
t 

8 

a catt rpillar tractor and it waS at this set that the mill burnEd down 

thf y finishEd this set and moved the new mill to stamping Crce k v:he re !it 1s 

opt ratlrt: at thE p'reae nt time as they truck l ogs from allove r the ber end 

of ? ocahontas and the upper f.cnd of Grf. f.nbrle r Co.and so far they have sawed 

nl&" 4- million feet wh ich is truckf.d to Mar i on and pu.laski Va,no Clarksburg, 

Rainelle and to l.lkins to the hom€stead,bE:side s what goes to ~t.hry.N.c.the 
flooring,furni.-t~ and crating lumbe r goes to Clarksburg ,. W.Va. 

The sawyE.rs on th€...s€ op€...ratins hav€: been B€. rt Roberts and Joe MCK­

€nne Ylth~ l um'oer grad€:rs,J . R Guth riE and KEith \l i lt . 

ThyY have 6 trucks . I caterpillar tractor and I team of horse s to do 

t ht: l.!i%.%I:~ skidding and trucking of thE logs 'l"hey e lf . - mp oy rom 27 to 30 .,e n 

and att present thEy have a, mill opEr ti . . . a ng In Va . near Eo lar Springs and anotl::t 

o;>Erating In GrE.€:nbriEr Co . They r r un a boarding house and C . a.s urry has a gen. 
s to~ in Uarlinton h i s hands do their :tradlng there. Th is operation has mEant 
a let t ' 0" ah ~ pOc onta s Gounty. 

I nformation. p . e C urry . ;';ar linton '" V . " . a. 
e.G !..cGuirl:: . , , 

" 
- ):' ful11 1s sEt on t hE \"l illi am H Cb.ckley farm nf ar thE' Stamp i ng CrEEk 

Church . 
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G 
sm1th • .. 111sbOrO • . • \" a. . :t-Ocahontaa c o. 

comm(rcf And InduBtry . S81;lu c..l 

1 lumbf:"r co.v/er£ operat1ng 1n t h £. 
In 19 Cl/ th l .. i d d Kirby And Lil y 

on a branch of Trulnp l un the i arm n Oli ownf d l:¥ F.P 

opt:rating B.t Hinton a t this time end the !: ldd 

$100.000.00 and the :main 
l> ldc1 , '!'h e Li lly lJ..uober co ,was 

i.ir y And Lilly Lumber co . were Baplta 1i z
e

d at 
"I C H Kirby and th e Li lly lumber Co . of Hinton 

8toc~oldf:r s ""erE' F . P Kldd Yo! • 

.. . \"a . 
At this s ~ they sawed b<t"Een 6 and 7· coo. 000 this lumber was 

:-u-~E.n to t h l llia in linE: of thE;. C & 0 by a narrow gauge R l} ·down to th€' 

::.outb. of Locust ,th ey op€J&ted bEre unt il 1912 and movEd to the William 

... c"" !lIE. farm b.nd opE.ratEd be.re unti l I 914 . To is was a 6 foot circular 

_i.l l . a.nd upon comp l Etion F .F Kidd opEr atEd at Kinni s on operat i ng the 

u. p-Er fnd of tllf; iJEnmar tract t hat was op €-. ra ted by the Maryland lumbEr Co. 

:.hEy put in e s\7ingi ng br i dgE acr oss the- Greenbrier at Kinnison to b ring 

thE lots to thE wEst s i de of the river where the mill was set ,a g ood lumb er 

town sprang up at n innison dur ing t h is opEration as t hEy had a storE ~ nd 

&Ev(.ra1 dilElU ng hous Es for the men and thEir familiEs. This opErat i on fu­

t"':ttalled etqllaymEnt to from 40 to 50 men . 

Inf-F . P Ki dd BEard. W.Va. 

J . R Cutlip. " " 
~~~~-------------------------------

In 1936 A. G K111ingowooth of JJa 11 t r n on Op erat ed a tract of timber 
e bou£b t troc Woes Willer of Buokeye . W. Va. Park lic le.ugfl.lin salled thi:s 

.. ':. with bie :Il lll thin wno vl r in ' -
g t i mbe r and mostly White and Red Oak th--

\ ~tj OhOlO«: lu.olifl r cu. 
part of it .,tao b i 11 stuff and bro lit 

II: lCLC;4 w1th Ki 1lJ. ug a fancy price 
n88 wortho horoe o d 1 

MlO\l'i r or hi. n..o.t. r ven by Wari-on R)l'1ard . 
- .. rat.lon" 

4 ". lJt.O bit 'bo\l )1\. .. 'b WtLO at Oloverllok,Ilaw8d by Mc loughlin 
OlJJldory On S 

\. tlmp1ng Or ek b u t. Go ld 1 t to Lee E 
d .... r u. \(..o W 'L i , 'bt . ar_ 

iriS ., .. and bUdd c1 .... 
• il 1 Ijll:. ... 6 M,.1, 6,, ' "I Kill.1nt; wortho tll~n and 
It u l' L • of \.I'l, d J) lft l "ln(~ 11 

r1tntOfl. ti t r II 1 ot .. o:rl.1nton 
l ' r . t' .. ' f I V t.l)" bull 10bll.1.\100 

01 0 dot'o oontr ld; 
' lIe bul 1d1nS 

' " .. ( III O'lffi ... --~. 
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':O!l.u.. lTC t.. ,.nd Indust ry .Su.uiuC.l (; hJUlth ::.111cboro. ",7 . Va . pocahontas co. 

In 19 Q; a nd Q) Th6 Dcer Cr<rek lwn!JI.r Co . wa s operating on Stamping 

ncar ' /h trC the St amping CrE ek stands today they were op erating the 

f rom t he ., illi8.1u Ii ,;ade f arm and at present owned by OM Hook i!X this 

ircular !D i ll and they had a tram road from the mill to the timber so-. -
.I:.L( 2 o11tOs or mor e,thEy used an inCli1!' a d.r~and a wire Cable)driVen by an 

<'n inc '-Ihis brought th." log trucks back from 1;1. mi ll to the woods ,of ten the }o 

lOS t rucks ... ere h i gh i n the a ir on a trestle bit the cable would let them go 

ciown the grade in a safe way . . The main mill of this company:' was operating 

at DEer Cr EEk . 

~ i lliam 11s Enhut h TIas t h e foreman on 5.tamping Creek and his wife run 

the boarding house . At th e f lrst of this operatIon they ed h u':1 . . _ ?9r~~p t 9 .Dring 

th~ _f :r.pt y ,1.0& t,~C~!:.!~*=~=",j;).~.!~t~ ' 
'.~,,<=,~ 

.: illi5 tii ll, po e \jE,if ord , R€muB Rog ers md 

'I: f:r'E t~az:.stErs t Jack . G , . ana a r don of Greenbrifr cut 

cr.J! ! lOorked by til E: day as a labor e r . 

!Lf.E. C !oiayEs b:1l1po1nt . W. Va . 

, , , , 

","' __ ...... , t,d 

OJ,{ Gladwell and S . C Hayes 

the t i mber and Charli e Ear-
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00. -7 
8.G Smitb.Hillsboro • 

TI Va. 

~bn Raine And company • 

In 1907 
I t Obio came to pocab­Jobn Raine of rOD on 

ontaa County ,l'ieet Va. in the quest of timber 10cat1Dg and bu~ing some 

$20 .000.00 be took in as partnp-
1250 acres of timber for approximately 

ra B.1. Carrier and L. G Swing and doing 
business as John Raine and Co. 

I 

They set the mill about the center" of the tract 
. 

of timber on the head of Stamping Creek close to the foot 'of Cranberry 

lI.ountain. On the Millpoint to Richwood Road. 

Their boundary started not· far" above the Sta_ 

<:ping Creek church followed the bridge or backbone of Li tne lIoun-

tain to a point oa VlnerMt, f rom there to the head of the hollow that 
l elldB to Cranberry River and Cranberry ~ladea around the Mountain to-

_a.rd the Hi gh Rocks taking in the Blue Lick and the Chestnut" Ridge to 

'ttl!' crf'ek . 

T bey put in a six foot or poney band mill run 

J:: a sbort time and it bw:ned down they then eet" 1.n a steam feed c1-rc_ 

w.ar .1.1~. They bull t- a store, boardlng h"o;'"e and b'~ 20 -- a Ow. dwelling ho_ 

ua:ta and called the place Raine Town this sect ion 1s still known as Ral_ 

~e town a1though the houses are al l gone but two or three. 

The t i mber cut ~as mostly all hard WOOd , namely 

.. rry rfd and white oak ,ash and ohestnut. 

, 
.... 
. " 

Ra.ine had 1 a Ooomotlve and 1 
I a oader ,railroads 

.... ,.tf' b\al1t 
l' tbe hollo •• to shorten thp hall. in 

Skidding lIhiah 
pbo • 4 t 

TwO 

'ood .... ~t ~1l1p.n • -.. .. t C ..... '1 

in th •• kidd ing . 
n W rrklll d d~ ._ 

J f .u..1 tbt'it' Op~ratlon 1< 

klll.a o"tUn6 U .. \>o .... _ mm_ 
'r "" A fall i ng trf"t, 

", 



John 
page 2-
Raine & Co . 

B.G.S, 

waS running away and somehow in trying to apply tbe 

brakrs waS between two oarS and when tb ey wreoked be waS orusbed by 

• log and 0, M Hook/ the engineer jumped to safety and esoaped with 

ainor injuries although the log s had him pinned down. D.S Kellison 

of ~illPoinj the firPman jumped to safety and waS unhurt . save for 

cuts and bruises he recieved from landing in rooks and gravel. 

Raine Town was a lively little lumber town it 

furnished employment to several men beside8 the one8 'I.~V~ng in the~ 
see as they employed- some 35 men not'- cOl.IDtlng the skilled workere, 

f or eman etO . Their payrol~wa8 S2 .5QO.OO eaoh month tb~s furnisbed a 

fo r trenear by farmers for their surplus commodities, namely 

eggs, dairy pr oducte,meat and truck crops. 

About as fast as the lumber w as sawed it was . 

loaded on standard gauge care sh i pped out on Warn Lumber Co . R.R to 

C&9- and to th t be ~in line of the e many l umbe r markets in the ea8t-

, 

~ miles from Millpoint Town is between 3 &" pm part of the U.S. Raine 

ell the R1ch",ood Road and on the head waters of Stamping Creek. 

t¥ery thine that was tor 

L~4 work£d ,hel ped 
to tbe ChUTOh . 

John Raine was a v e r y influent ial man in for 

the betterment of the 00 mmun1ty in which he 

with, all church work and made large contrl-

They f ini Bhed up this oppratlon in 1913 sh1p_ 

I thuB . f' nded one o f Pooahontas 

nod W 0 grpnt ly 1 ' h'"' m GBCd wht"n tht" 
• • maTk t t pay-

or th,. tp,rmf'TIl oOlrunod 1 t it'B . 

nAl r TO¥fn todAY 10 Itt T ly C or 3 bouse. a nd 
, 1. al l.a\. 1. ht\ ot th ono Univ 1"6 town. 



• 

- . After' this oprration John Raine and hia b.~ 
the late Tholllll! Raine founded the Meadow River Lumber Company at I!a'D_ 

e]le,W,Va.one of the largest hardwood' operations in W,Va. John Raile 

represented Greenbrier County for one term in the Legislature. 
John Raine passed on August ,26/40 thus the paes 1Ds of 

one of the best citizen's of the Greenbrier Valley. 

Information 
________ Luther' Ray' 

Owen n!I ook 

J a aeph, Sharp 

lI1!point W ,Va. 

C. W ,Auldr1dge 
pocahontas Times 

Court Records 

" .. , 

, I •• 

, I , , 

Marlinton ' I 

" " 



10/2/40 Industr~And Commerce 5 :t~1 th, H1llsboro ,W , Va - -
-..; .. ~o~c::!all,.!S!",,,,,n ... t '1IoJ8WO(!!0~u.n~ty~_ - ' f 

Thf Tmpitf ,;ood Company, , 
In 1912 wh11e the Tomb Lumbfr Company was operat-

1ng a k1ndling wood factory wa~et up eat &labs and all ot-
,/ her rough lumbfr of nO value for build1ng purposes this was 

done w1th a r1p saw and cut off saw , these slabs and boards 
were r1pped 1n to narrow strips cut in short blocks taken by 
elevator up 1n a dry kiln that was IOOft, high there they were 

dDied sent back down a s11de ~o the press where they were pre-
ssed in to bundl f S tied w1th a string and stored ready for shi-

, 

pment . 
Gfor ge L Hyde Vias general mana~er f r the- kindl-

ing wood factory they had a r ep, and salesman New 'York City 

where 1t was sold for 10 cents pe r bundle, . 

They sh1pped fro m g to 10 cars a month " When the Tomb Lumber 

CO'B'any ceased t o operate The I mpire Wood company~r c;nt_ -

ract f or the slabs and other waste l umber from the mill t 
thEY cut i n to kindling so i~ 1914 th hat ey cleaned up and 'moved 

out thus passed out t he first and l ast mill that produc~d no­

Th1s was used i n New York to thing but kindling 
fires 1n furnaces 

start coal 
and other c al b o urning 6toves~ 

• 

Infor~atlon ____ _ -----

Gl enn 

GE'or ge 

Denni s 

McComb-- - - 'Natoga W Va . 

McComb--- -Watoga W V a. 

Dunn-----watoga W V , a . 
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~ V Pocahontas Co. 

G
o " h f: ill s oro •• a . 

Industry. SAmuel om1 v 

LArlin Lumbe r Company. 

Lumber ~ ompany star t ed operation in 1920 and finished 

1933 th
' t ' n took place at stillwell,W.Va. about one mile be-

, l S opera 10 

La1'linton ,in .,hat is known as St illhouse Hollow. 

n th is company 'lOre the following ,Dr.M. S Thlson pres.and E;H. 

'"'illi=s and llur ton ~: il son Gen.managers at different t i mes during the , . ~ ~ 

opera t ion ,among the stockholders. in this c ompany were the following 

r . ~ . 5 'ilso,'MerittjGeorge , ~athan and Burton all brothers' C ul'f r , . '" r e , 

-. illians ,Lee bar low ,and J .A ;'cLaughlin. 

J ur ing their ope ration at St i llwell they sawed ,)2 . 000 . 000 'feet 

.nd ~his caee f r om approx imately 13. 000 acres this includes land in the 

... U'Ck ey J.:.ountains , on Bea ver Cr eek and Knapps Creek , besides some timber 

near a en dot tom and loaded on the on _r O'II'IIB Creek that was trucked to L d 

! 

\;y 

t.rain . one t.ract or timber allgr t' 9 ega lng 470 acres was fo r merl y owned 

rotntr er t·.iver 1.wnber Co.and co vers land on Knapps Cr eek , Gr eenbrier 

• r . ro.'''Tt.f:.n t. Li'!r tun , ~.onday Lick Hun ,Sti l lhouse Hun ,Laden ~ottom , 

allow • 

. , 
?~~ 

r 'r 

lid (n1 11, fl lli l t.ho O\1Vor wo.o 
pC~~' , " 

'Ik'l ./ # 

" l oyd l..o vsla o . 
• 

1011 . " nt! 'am" L' , • ,o r ney "un a corrmi eary 

1 ii, " t NI l ot!' l oad. a.nJ ~__________ r about 30 lov or tr-



t 

y 

commerce & 1njustry.samuel G Smith Rillsboro.T..Va.Poceh ontas Co. 

In 19 a; a man by the name of Rider from Pa. bought timber on Stamp­

CrE'ek from \\alla.ce Ruckman 72 acres. lor $ 2 00. 00 o.nd 7 0 a c r es from 1 ffie 

200. 00 Rider set his circular mill on the Sharp ferm and employed 

& Frank Harper. of Hfll.sboro to do the ski dding the teamster'S were 

H111,Romey, Dorman and p-enick Ryder,the cook was \Vill1am C McClune. Lloyd 

Il .. un of webster Co.was killed by a falling tre, in the cutting of the timber. 

lnf.penick Ryde •. Millpomt .. 'Ii. Va. 

D.E Ruckman. I I 1 I 

l . ------------------------- ---------------\----------------------------
In 1919 I.H Wl111a.'l1 B bought t h e t i mber on 25 a cres from Harper A:dklaon 

of near llarlinton in t he lee Flats and set 'his ml 11. 1~arv in Cart er of Marlin ton 

contr acted the skl ddinK. Th i s 
, 

~B mOBtly Oak and Chestnut . Th is was s awed by J ames 

Collins as sawyer. 

Inf _Barper Adkison lla r linton VI .Ya . 

--------------------------------------~ussel Lumber Co . A Heading-~;~i~--------~-------------------------

I n 190) this Co . operat ed on Dr y Creek and on the 
~usael was fr om llkins ,John W Dalles was from Pa . Ca lvin Ul~:::n MoCNf epi"ll. :farm waB Supt. 

and Den1 e l Hoffman ~'of l lkins \taB s awy e 1 r. mery Adk i s on and Cragon Gr imes of Mill-
point wor ked for them .G.A McNe el ha u l ed h ea d1ng to' the Buckeye s iation for sh ip-
ment out over the C & O. 

Inf . G. A },!cuee l. Hlllsbor o . W.Va. 

). . 'ii UC!Ie1ll. Buck Eye . W. Va. 
-------------------------

Greenbr 1er Lumb;;-C~~----- --- -----------------------------------
John Alexander s et h1s c1 rcular mill acr OBS 

Irair erounde to caw for th the mreenbrie r Ri ve r f r om the 
18 Co . Alexander ~ had teams but hi r e d some ski dding 

dont: ao ~Ie hired 1 dear L Sm1'th and Sh erman Pyles of n€ar 

belo';\' Stlllwell, and 
.. far dCiTm the rtyc.r 0.0 the hOllow 

Wataga ,they sk i dded 

hEre Smi th killed h is 
•• tit put them ov lor the 1 og 

atralt.t down ( NO Outc O 
dump or landing they fell olose 1 00 f eet almost 

Id' .l. L 8IJlth ..... 1.
OU ... ·,7 .Va. _____ 0 __ 



iie&t Viri;inia ~'Irl t er::; t Project 
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~ :ndustry Samuel G Smith Eill9horo . " .va . FocahOntas County. 

Lumber -

1919 James Collins of Ca:9belltown whO h&d a c ircular mill s&w_ 

tbe \';1lliams & pifer Lumber Co. located at Llar l1nton the main men in 

Lum .co.\\"ere LI! l1i lliams and A.C pifer of llarl1nton bes_ 

oo:nC stockholders . Co llins set his mi ll on the Crooked Fork of Elk on the 

Dilley tract.This timber "as cut and slOidded by \'I . E& Divers Sharp of Lau­

Crcek . They sawed 125. COO for W. & PLum. Co. by, the thousand . and in the spri-

'" othO Collins sawed fOl!' Williams & pifer on the W.A Varn_er: tract lat-er- own­

ed by Je.m"" GiDson,th is was cut and skidded by James Gibson at ' this set they 

"""ed } 00. COO and in 1921 Colltna set hios: mlill on the Clark; Hannah fann but-

settlng ""ost of the timber from W.K Varner and it wae at this get that Clark& 

Eugh. ;,annah bought this_ ml!ll fllor, Co-llfna and tlr.ey b1:red- pete lHlfong and J. V 

Jcz:eru:eyta do tbe saw1-ng W1lfong, of Stonybotyom and McKenney of near' Fdray. 

Clerk Rannah and Hugh set the mill on the Jak" ~ Gibson farm and.. sawed 

l OS8 fro=. the Sam Galfor.d farm the 

r~ on the 

Jake Gibson', farm and 

Gibson Knob J this se t Viae sall,ed by 

Bome on Clark Hannahs 

Pet -e Wilfong and skidded by C1-

rh1.a lw:ber wa& handled by I. B Bumgaxdner of Stonybottom.W. Va. 
In 1922 & 2} the mill was mov.ed to- Hugh! H 

ceo and berc Clark. Bold t annabs and b e J:e they; cut' 200. 
ou to Rugh •. Th is set' 1 

a::ah and F.a.rry Varner and was· ogged by' C.G llcGud.xe,Veo Ha-
Upon compl et i on the 

Jat onr.a t1on . C.Q l£ ccu..1 mill Cas Bold to H.Shea.rer. 

-

re . Uarlinton.W .Va 
Harry V&.l'1ler . I I • 

U " r. al'land Otbco D. " , , 

.. ~ - -, -- . 
:.+~ ~ ;~-~ •. ~~- .. 
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cl1J1ti
C 
n_ of nu.~.'1. ._~"' - - ""IIIIIi'tJoC ::~a 

f:rea ...... 
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Tb~ taller .. .t:U~ 

before tbey .. ent ., r. .• e -.,. .. 
_ ... ,H g,u. 

f 1.1 ,U'.,t Tbey' •• 

m I.n& f re". 

ddld by H T'f & _ ••• 

near JacoX ti. v •• 

Inforllat 1011. I. C J 

• 

• 
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•• -p.,on~cct 

O F FIC3 LETTER 

'!? Faul H 3ecker 

Fro::! Samuel G Smi th o fio 

Subjoot ". 
SerA~~heet for OAe s~eo. ___ _ h "r.~ t Omit all forxr4l1ities. For office letters~_ 

Eave 3 or 4 of Poaahontas Countys largest lumber operatfons that I 

want to get before I quit the lumbering part of Chapt er seven as this 

county was outstanding in the lumber industry from early to the present 

time and I havent dealt with the upp~r end of the Co.so far but as per 

ypur request "ill finish the lumbering up at once but feel sure I should 

get the ones mentioned as they were the Countys largest. 

The enclosed report was started Some time ago but not com_ 
plete enough to send in until this time. 

S.G.S 



" } 'j • F . • ,"", .. . '. V' ""l' ni::. i , 'J . \,. rs 1'O J'';: o ,-
,I~ ... ~ ~ ' . 

:U:S .. ARCE rr:=::iTlFICATI0?l H.E?ORT 

lat. 1/22/41 -------------------

Ro:.ea:-C(l Hor!:er Samuel G 8mi th 
." .... _. '-". ------ lata R..""rch Taken 1/22/41 -------_ .-

'0l'ist _ sa,."!."~:LL ~mitb ________ __ _ Date 

John B Buckley.Euckeye.W.Va. 
SO'.ll"ce Jake B Simmons. watoga.. I I Dote Filed 

TCigarLSmHil;- Wataga. I I 

, " 



~ncC & lndustry.£a.'nu<l G Smitb HUIsboro . 1l .va.Pocel1onts.s co. / 
l1 _Lulllbe r - Up And DOfm Uills . V 

About IS7
2 

Jobn Kcl:1ison who liv edbetYleen Buckeye and ,;atoga and 

mouth of Beave r Creek built an Up And Down sa\1lllil l neaX' the mouth 

Creek,h
e 

ha.ving installed an overshot ,.ater wheel in Beaver CreEk -
He sawBd fol':' othen peoRle as weill as hiIT>Self so it was more or less 

mill as farme rs would take in a load of logs and get a load of lum­

mill wa:; in operation for many yEarS snd many of our older buildings 

elther made from lumber sawed on this mill or the many other up & down 

in pocahontas County from about 1$50 on up to 

.. time when. the Circular mill came in to operat"ion. 

Anathen Up & Dorm mill was aimed and operated b y James A McClure of 

aea:r lia.taga as he lived wherE B.C Hayes now 11v€.s,he 

.... k abo~t It miles snd ToSS in operation about 

had his ml1l up Beaver 

very ititp~ 

part in the development 

a'iid 6-160 used to log QUI 

l[cCluxe mlll as they were 

O~ team played a 

of pocahontas County as t hey were used on th~ 

first ssw mills this was particularl~true with 

used to do the skidding 
to haul logs either on also used by farmers 

\')'agons or sleds to the ill 
to.dBy 1':e :rind man of m to have them 

Your dlder- houses and barn 
sawed and 

of \lstoga and near there 
t from lumber sc-wed on .8 

one of the up & dOiffi 
at t la.e roe.s moetly 80ft miDls. The timber cut at th_ 

wood name l Wh 
In.fontation . Joh y ite Pine and Hemlock. 

n B BUCkle 
Jake B 81 Y. Buckeye . w.va. . 
} dsa.:r mmono . Watoga. . " 

L Smith "1 . ~ atoga. " 



, .. t Vir-in~fl '.lri~er!j ' Pro ject 
"el S u-

I' I ~ I '. Rr:'./~CH 1D:.: T'FIC!'.r10N REPORT 

Su j.otc.QJllIIl~;['Q-'LUQQ.\lJ!jJ . _ .. _. ____ . r:..te .:EL~~/'f.I. --- - - .-------

, 

.'os('Aroh "iorl:"o~u.el G E.~~1!!!---- Date Resear oh Takon _?f11.!J?d4!:I~_ 

r:..te Typed ?i.z,I4/41 .- --------
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J.R Ruckman.~111po1nt.W.Va. 

court Reoorda.~l1nton.W.Va. 

, " 



C And Industry.Samuel 0 sm~th.Hillsboro . w.va.pocehontns County. 

Up _ And Down llill And Valentine cackley ovm.rs of the greater part of 17hat is 

and at that time known as Cackley Town no doubt bltilt the up ­

mill that operated at this place about 1500. In rll3
4 

Joseph & Valent-­

sold this mi ll property to sampson L lJathe\1S who had the saw mi ll 

for several years and in M65 thls property 1vaS sold by Ann M Ma­

,::l1
l1am 

R llcCUntic and his wife Mary Ann to Isaac Mcll
ee l 

who continued 

have this min fn operati!on . 
This mill was run by water power from the race that E"xte..nded from 

\. --- ... ..:..---~ ..... ------"-..... --..,-, ,,,-...... 
one that furnish.es pOYler ' to run the grist mill across 1Vh~re th·.e present· 

~=---~ 
Road ie located and to th.e r.un. where the oM store hous.e no. stands- and 

""s at th~ point- that tire Up and DOlVIl mill operated by! the Cack l eys, then 

emp oy'.ed Joseph. Sharp to operate the 
!!at!::le1OS and la.stly by Tame UcNee~ who 1 

iUti"he was originally from Elk.All the ownel:S of this mill sawed for themse_ 

well as custom sawing. 

In r878 Millard F Ruckman and h is b rother' James R hauled 10'gs to 

c:.111 wi.-t'h oxen using only th.e front wheels of a l1agon t 
othel: end dragg10 '0 support the logs 

g on the ground an'd . t o 1 \7aS fro th 
eo. ed th t . m eae l~s' that the 1"-

w a built pa.rt of th: ' -o -~ • Millard F Ruckm 
11.%a. Rucktt.an resides.. with her.' :rr' an house in which h is Wtdoll' 

son, I , • Q; Ruck 
t"tl.e Le7ela D1str ict welle bu±lt f ~.ua.ny; of the o~der houB'es' 04' rom lumbe ' ~ Li-

fL~d .. number of ho r sawed on. ~hlia' old m1i11. , and 
uses in what was t ' today 

t og!.ther bec&uee ot t h a one time Cack l ey TO\'lm that 
e M1lling 

of tb newer r-.111o operat:tons that took B water-power. place there 

are grou'-

14iMbeoause 

Thh 1r11.l1 wo.o operated unt il th 
~O f.' e Circular mill 

lrJ'~T .. ,,1on -J . R Ruckman U111pOi t 
eo~ t CGr~ • rllDt n . W.Va.~aggi e on.W.Va. and Far ly R k uo man Millpo int 

took its plaoe in the 
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And Industry. Samuel G smith.Hillsboro.~.va.pocahOnta8 00. 

!..umber-
In 18gB and 189 0 Andrew ;"1ooddell of Stoney Creek sawed for Gay & 

on Laurel Creek,one set waS at the John Adam hacking,on
e 

set at the 

Shearer plao
e 

and one set on the head waters of Stoney Creek,Gay & pe_ 

bad bougbt th1S timbltt and had Wooddell to manufacture it for them. 

Auburn Friel was sawyer,J r,u.ther McNeill waS fireman and John Galf­

ord did a good portion of the skidding,they had camps at each of the sets 

and thO lumber was all e1 thOr wagoned or put on sleds and hauled to near the 

entranCe to the fair ground and there pu1 into the Greenbrier River and 

\ 

rafted to Ronceverte wbere it was shi]Jped to many, different ;ect ions of the 

country • 
ns ve y as they not only did At this time 6xen Well'e used very exte i 1 

most of the farm work but 1 ots of the saw mills of this time were logged 

.",1 th oxen and after the lumber J 'I was salved 1 t was loaded 
dra1!ll by oxen. on w,,€ons or sleds 

About all the timber cut 

rry and this was cut- mostly where 

timber was plentiful and cheap_ 

W!EIl Ash and 'Che_ by and for Gay and peters 

1t was easlly gotten for at this time 

Informatlon.J.Luther McNe ill Marlinton. W.Va. 

I 
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~ .. crc£ And Induatl'y . SaI!lU El G SJ:l lth ~illsboro. -:,' .Va.Pocahontas Co . 

About 1904 lu l11er and Simmons of Fa. ,,. E.r e operat ing a heading mill 

7inEy 1.0Wltain, this was 

This was skidded by 

on thE: Cran"oerry Viney lit.road . 

Chandler Crookshanks and Richard{Dick) SnEdegar 

was baul.ed to seebert by horses and wagons and GEorge oean moved 

f t d assiste d by D.P Sullivan 
good portion 0 i an was 

B.O ::!ayes and h iB team . 

Inf - B. C Hayes.!!i11point. il .Va . 

In 1900 & rJi The Stauff Or Bros.of Pa . sawed the timber from the Charles 

steel place at the '!iOP of thE: seebert hl11,a1s o a ae:t on the seebE:rt road near 

.ht;r€ -:allis Tibbs nor. lives. Skidded by I. N Clutter of lobE!lia. 

In 1905 & C6 John Campbell had aiset saued having bought the GEorge 

ClE ndE:Ilen t1lllber, this was sawed by Jam£! 8 Syd€nstrlcker and skldde d by S . J Pa­

yne 

in 1901 & C2 J obn A Sydenstricker(Big John )sawed for S . J Payne , the mill 

££-t, in wbat is now seebert and near where the Post Office n017 i s , the propEr ty 

t!:t~r. owned by GE orge Patrick. This \Vas the Sallie Clende~en t i mber, th is was 

8,dddLd by 1 .L Smi tb,r:Rv id Gladr,-ell and Houston Thoma8 . Th~ boar di nd house uaa 

«l th' land now OCCup i ed by Charlie Carpente r . 

l.'ae lw:bt l' op(.rations helpe d greatly with the growth of seebert as 

1'".. 1_ on ttt R R and the shipping point f or a ll the lowe i" part of pocahontas 

... :a." •• tc.d&y all tt.t lUlI.bel' th t 1 a B manufactured in this sCction is ship-
? .. !'rom f t'tll rt. . 



• . .'";ost Vir ,-;lnin !'Irit er:> I Project 
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Wee hold1n.r for additional i nformation 'h ot ~ap 

unable to ~e tr. 1t. 



And 

1 " Smith HiIlBbaru.1 .ia . pocahontas Co 
lnrl u~try. samue J 

dd 11 
f n ... r FAray operated a circu 

1008 and 1f390 Andr e" ",Voo e a 

on Laurel Creek and other parts of l'lIcalullf,as County,his first 

on Laurel Cr eek or the headwa ters of Stony lZeek,another set was 

the John Adam plac e ,and another set at Henry Sheuers place ,John Galf-

ord did most of t he skiddi ng and Auburn Friel .as ~er.the fireman was 
, 

J.Luther L:ctleill now Ii ving at Marlinton , this timber was sawed for Peters 

ani ay and rafted t o Ronceverte ,,. . Va . lnI890 James (Jim) ¥hite of Laurel 

, r eek ~ bo ught a c ircular mill from Sam Gay md bndrew "!ooddeH- an 

,;ent to Slk near Sl a t y For k and sawed for Jacob Slzrp and from there theu 
C 

,,;ovea across the cr eek to the Hi te place t hen owned by Sharp and from 

there to the foot of G 1 '" t au ey Mun ai n near Slatpork and in Dec. 90 moved 

ba~k up ~ lk to the Henry Shar p pI d ace an sal7ed for a man by the nSlle of 

~rown of Elkins ,Sam Gay did th k"dd " e s. 1 l ng and the lDmber was taken t o 

.al01 Head in Kandol ph County and l oaded t here. 

In 91 they mo ved to the head of EI k and 

h,:hall,and , ~I,Hannah dl"d .. the skiddi 

saed • set for Ge orge 

,and from there they lIIoved 

' 0 ~I~ "/rlnve and "awed for rhomao Vande rv ert.,al . some for the ... t el700d 
r • rr t.hOro t.h ny moved j _0 €lbv rlick ad .... a set for J IlC -

fla 

or hh I ~\("r"'n 1 ao ,I lac Iy t. tbe r-IO at.er part. was 

2t.b 

:::::::::::::::::::::-...... __ ~y_m~O~Y~.:d.:t.O~.,~y 
n 0 111"'\ .. . In 

lL .. and ... ".d a •• t 



. . 
" , . ././ 

TyJ:' ." 

~ I . B.O Hay a 

'I 2-O.! 

~ 3- a.1! e~a.Pll~boro . 

* 1+ _ 0.1 Rue • I_LK 

- . 

• 

• 

• ....JbI.;i.L;~" ____ .. __ ._-
-----

I 



l oo,,,,. \.rC t find I ndustry Sb.n,u\ 1 G :>rr.; 1 th. Hi llsboro J -;-; ,": e. ? ocahon tas Co. 

Lumb tr -
•• out I~'J2 f. ~ 3 JaW( S nn d John h it' of LeuT< 1 CrEek s , t thfir cir_ 

ill on stuupinl;.. Cx t l k n t a r Hhl r E t h E DI UE Li c k School hou s e now stands 

• • ro<d for J¢tl4! J ohn T l1 cGra\7 h E. at t hat t im , armed th e land now owned 

LMdis and h is sons, t h is wss fine t 1UJber and when. sawed made fine lumbe .. , 

waB wagoned t o. Marlinton and sold t hene as. Mar'1.lliton wss. build1ing, up 

ttat t1UJe but some of th1iB- lumbeI!' waa nev,er, moved ami was- a total loss. ! 

Information. B. O HaY,es !.!1il1.pofut'. 11'. Va. And G, Ii McN ee l Hillsboro . Vi'. va. 
--------------------------------------------- --------------------------
In I 892 Uriah Bll!d of Marllint= who' had a c.frcul.er mi ll sawed a set for' 

EeI!lu,el Eo YcN'ee l o~ near ' Hl'llsboro i:h:e tDnber com1trg from the aoutheast- Bide 

of Li...tt-le Mountai"n-; and own ed bYi McNee l . , " 

T~ey l ogged the mlJll w,:t.th. twO) y,okes of ""en, amf III t e/llm' of horses- tlita 

nB. done by; If.E 8i!l:d G'. A' UcN~el,tli:ey, """,ed 12.5.000 feet at- tlii'B' set and from 

tb:.1a l umber t ho. Sa:mu.el MCNeel house wa:a built. anll. th'e low.er grlllde us-ed on, 

the ft=cn or sald t o f arm€l!s of t h.e Lev,e le .. 

nu:onuatfcn .a·.A:, McNeel lftlleb= W· Vi If _____ _ __ ____ __ __________ __ " ... . lirEI'. George Bartholomew. R1illsboro. r..v 

'> (, r:m m r, r2,13 Grant 8mii~-:;-~:-~:~~:~~ --- -;::--h~-------------------
. ' ~.,on WuO ad a Circular m~ll 

a.:r;ed tOT Oapt. ~, . E Smlith of !.!srl1nt 
on on Spruc,. FLat this timb er ' "as Spru;-

c e 2nd ceme off of. the Cla .... on YcNejjll pLace this 1I'as log-o- by 8mi th up to 
~Ear cOIpl et l on and was flnlshe~ b F 

y, rank Hayes of near seebert Ulre mill 
1fa8 set below the Spr uce F lat Schoo lhous e 

and up on comp l etion it was found 
:t ey had ""wed gOO. 000. 
mto=nt1on~ , H Simmons ,Hill b ____________ ____________ 8 orO . \I! . Va. 

In a bout ISS 0 John -;;- - - - - - - ------ - - ----__ 
v .... a r ehall and J ohn - - - - --- ------ - - ----

........... ~ut of the Lee Cackley f p et·era bought the t 1mbitt' from 
arm tha t lays 

'l.T 111 D'"bJ' the Crimeo Soh 1 
00 house f one 

t f, ."': f t 11 "0.0 lce~ed by 
Oxen owned, by 

4 rattr4 to Ronoev 
"len,. %). J UCb:.tU'L1U.ll 

1 pain I" V 
.r4 1. • .IH. J.!111 Oint .' '; , no 

t\VO Sch o o l house s on Stamping 

P t e l' S and when sa wed rrasoned t o 

rt e . 
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S ,,,,ce Renry overholt,Marlinton.W.Va • . ___________ . _ _ _ lli. te 

, " 

• • 



Industry.samue l G smi th.Hi llsboro . w. va.pocahontBB 001olllty. 

In I894 Charlie Callison sold his mill t o Henry overholt 0'1 

and John Burgess of Millpoint ,and doing business as overholt Xlld 

and their first set was for flil liam H over holt on Oldham Run the 

ns logged by, , llis McCarty of Hillsboro and when t h ey had completed 

this set they found they ha d sawed 2 00. 000 feet wh i ch wa s rafted to Ronoev-

f'Ite. 
OveDholt was sawyer and BurgelS f ired t h e boile r ',and Jake Bim---- ------

" onB r'.lll the edge" .• Th i s operation fin i shed i n 94 and t hey moved the mill to 

Hills creet to saw f or' Vli lliam H overho l t he hav ing bought a: b oundary of ti-• 

",ber from Frank Harper who owned land on HjJlls Or e ek at that time tl:lls was 

most ly fish and Lynn ~his timb er w;"'; 'ski dded by Har per upon. c.ompletion of th­

is se~ 'Overholt and Burgess sold ou,t to \,1111am H over h olt and in. later years 

th is mUll was bought by. George Williams of near Lobe lia. 

Hem,,.. Overho l t then went to work for fl ith r ow McC l1nti.c as sawyer 

and worked for Bome time for him. 

Informat lon.-ReD.l!Y Overho l t . Mar l inton. 'If. Va. 
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~CCI1~RC! A 0 INDUSTRY-t S .G SI(ITR ,HILLSBORO , \l, V A. PO CARON"!' AS COtllTT 

Ti mber-
In 19 (II LEhman Young t heD of near Warm Springs virgi n i ... came to 

pocnhonta. County and brought with him his circul ... r .aW mill and to ..... 

fOT anyone want ing sawing done and hiS fir.t operation wa S f or T11l1son 

and Jasper Auldridge of Buckeye,on Swago Creek this took p l ... c
e 

in 1901. 

ouring this t i me and prioT to this time there wer e 141 nume roue oper ... tionB 

on the Greenbrier River a l s o on Knapps Cr eek an d ... ll above Buckeye ... s 

the log. were cut all along up the r ive r .ome wer e ne ... r t h e "iver' others 

"hen cut fell in the ri'Ver and s p wheIl' high water came t h ey' would dr1ft 

d011!l the river to". the mou.th of Swago Creek and the" e lodge 1n a r ... okhe ... p 

and had accumilated ...e.. many thousand fee t of 1 ogs, al.o timber cut· f rom 

the C,!. 0 right-away- driifted to thi s turn in the r iver and were f orced 

~ ake a t eam and sk1d out in the rackheap ,Bo all they-had to do WDS to t 

the logs to' the mH l a sgort distance aw" y this t ~ ~as he main part of 

this operation but fr om "'5 to 'fit t· k nousand was cut from t he Auldr1'dge 

farm besi des tlie logs that had drifted in from up t he r i ver • 

This \Vaa a small oper ation th·.er.efore but; f e 
"hen Lt finished up in or . t . ' w. meIlJ were used so 

,~ went- out 
I 50, 000 feet" . unnoticed .. They· cat s ome t 1i:lng l'~ 

at this operation ~c 
and mO-V,ed.. th.e Dl 

Ri',er "here it burn m ; I OIr up the Gr.eenbti'er 
ed up .Most f 

loC4l1y . 0 the lumber cut- a il t 'h is 6.e1;'- was sold 

Info-rmatlon , Rober t- L Puffenbarge " r . ~ar'l.1nton 'II V 
Jehn B ' I, a . 

Buckley 
Ja.y I I Buckeye , W. Va. . 

I I 

'/1111"", Bu oklcy, I , 

I I 

I I 
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commeroe And Industry.Samuel G Smith.Hillsbere . W.Va.pecehentas 00. 

Lumber & grist Mill-

John Buckl ey who. was bern 1774 and ene ef the first settlers ef Pec. 

ceunty having settled en the Greenbrier River near. the meuth ef Swage 
".: 

built IUld eperated an Up & IJo,m saw mill near' where the c r eek empties 

11\0 tbe river. 
A raoe waS dug frem where Walter Grahams filling statien new stands 

through the Park McNetll farm acress where the eld Ceunt~ read new runs 

to the Buckley farm that is new ewned hy C.A Yeung this race was dug by; 

slaves of the Buclley,s and thO idmistens frem ~he Li1tl.e Lev.ell> and at that --.....---tl",e living en Lecust Creek and no. deubt thO slav,ea ef James Edmisten . 

This mill .... s bullt- abeut I S 00 by Jehn Buckley the grandfather ef 

John 13 Buckley nnw res1.ding on. thO old Buckley hemestead this mil l VIas ep­

e=eteti by thO builder J ohn Buckley, then by h is sen Jeshua and in Ii!: 62 er $ 

the mill fer", whne and in 11567 :~othy Oloonan bought the farm he operated 

J ohn • Skiles. bought the farm but only kept it unt-i l 11569 and seld i't- to , Ev_ 

alba Amo s the wife of "'ndy Amos and in 1"70 A o mos r epaired the mill and us·ed 

1-:- tor a whil e bu.t around 75 to 80 it cea ed t S 0 operat-e and this. was the Ie.-

.. t of the Up And Do\m sawmill ;a gristmi..J.l was run in connect ion with, this 

both us ing t "h.-e power- made by thO Tl8.tel::wheel and iil 11598 Eval iila Amo s 
who os a sistel!' to M.J .. lieNeel of t he Levels sold the farm to. Jasper Auldrid-

e &44 he 801d it to ltsoresent-• ownel!' 8 CAd la . a."l Nera- Yeung and today the race 
yery pla1.n and you.. can see where the mill set . 

This operation took place at what 

aa Buckeye 0 
is lmo\m as Buckeye, but back years 

this mill was eperated by the Bu-
1. t _.. kl':unm 

ave . W. Va. \vhen , .. 
lr.!o 

I 

O.DucnUl 
nlon.Jobn B BuoIdl~~u~.~e . \7 . va . Pr i oes History. By Andre .. price 
i WCA( r. su.ok , 0 ye . W. Va. Cou.ut Reoorda . Marlinton .W.Va. 

y . ttl .Va . A nn10 Adki son & Nancy A lloNelll 
BuokOy • . W. v n . T~I •• It ; 14 QU.\ 

1 oa D~~1ng 
~ o!t "'n .u •• OOld ~o tn nO \'t 11 UQ o."lng log o into lumber fo r the 
• t :% h t to Ort n (lrb y to-Tau ". l b J" th ... aD urn l' \'0"6 9 very hard to 

m l ddl~ ot th Ie th ntury . 



COtrJtlCrc And Induotry .Samuel G Smitb .Hillsboro.W.Va.Pocahontas Co. 

LUl.1.BE R-

In 1569 \\'il l1llJ11 o"erhol t of Hillsboro bought .,hat merchantable Che_ 

t1=ber there was on Cranberry on the l ands of Capt. William Mclleel and 

Alfred ldgar of Hillsboro.this timbeD· layed on ths headwaterB of Cran_ 

~rry il1ver. 

overholt employed Charlie Callison of Greenbrier Coun ty. who had a 

:i=<:ular Samnill to operate it for hfm,he did the cutting, ski dding and s .... 

rl:lS this operation was completed in rg90 the year of the deep snow and 

C";hholt started sledding it out ,h.e kept his horses in a small barn at the 

ea...." and "hen the deep snow fell the ·weight being so gr eat on the roof f.t­

col apsed and it was only luck that the horses were not crushed und~ l~ 
~~ i fell 1n ,after remodeling the barn he proceeded with the lumber hau­

_ \~&.1t was taken by sleds and four horse teams to the mouth of Stamping 

_fet where the lu~ber was put in the Greenbrier River' and rafted ~o Ron­

~erte .here it ~as bought by lumber deal ers and shipped from t here to fu­

~1 ~e factories allover the east. --
Callison moved hie mill from C b ran erry to 

Mitchell 
theAGordon 

:- CiL:, or better known as the headwaters of Williams River ·. 

r orut1oa . Ja:ea Jordan . Hill be I" s rO .'l. Va. 

- -- - - -
.,~ 

place on seav_ 

! 
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commerce And Industry . Samuel G smith.Hillsboro." .va . Pocehontas Co. 

Lumber- .;-:-
r1?( -.e •. " . s m1tl}'(,per at ed on Elk River in 1927 llis first set was 

o. 
logged by Varner' the sawyer was OS ('Bud) i'lhi t e of Cam-

Ho.rry Var nel"-B and 
JltOl'ffi ,hi

S 

second set was at' Harny Sheltrons in 1927 & 2S th1.s set wag; 10gS"d 

Gibson. and saWifer IVhi.te. J:Il these two sets· they sawed 90
0
.000 

Smiths 3
rd

. "et was on t'he James; Gibaon, farm near the stone 

quaIY tl>iB set wall sawed by, White and logged byl Fa",eat' Gibson and. here t'hey 

Clit betl':,een 250 and 300,000 this took place in 1'92S. 
1929 logged by, Clark 

H~a ~th.set' was; at Clark Hannshs in 

Banntilil and s8.wed. by yTh1te.Some logs' w.e;re cut'" cu, the Sam .racks on place but'. 

f owned by Jak.e Gibson .Rer.e tIrey saw.ed 500• 000• 
In 1937 Smith, had his circular mill set on tne James GibBon 

fBI!!! nee.r whene Harry. Thomas lives at th1ls set they 
sawed logs from 1fh:e follar-

1nK- !axmsuolue Gibsons l ogged by Harq Yaxner and Dock Gibson . George G 1 
ed >.. F S ays '15-

usi,e Rlder' farm skidded by g Vl.' c rest Gibson:, W.H Shelton farm and "the B ' . 

Est Gillson and aboum 1 00. 000 from thll Jake Moore place owned by James Gibson 

.hen thi s SEt was fin i sged 

mUl to Browns Cr eek . 

they had cut about SOO.OOO and from here Smith moved 

T' , n _s lumber was trucked to Marlinton for shipment out over 

the C ~ 0 • 

Infonr.a.t ion C G .. ... Ul cGuire .Mar l inton m V • jj . a. 

Harry Varnel: . lf.ar lfnton ':t", V 
"0111 • II . a . 
A e Clboon and S ueie Rider Mar linton n' V .1\. a. 
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co=merce And Industry. Samuel G emitb Hillaboro.W.V~.pooahonta. 00. 

1665 "Bahington Bev erage and David W Loudermilk of Buckeye bougbt a 

m111 and s.wed for the followi ng peop l e ~ for Hunter McClintic 0 n 

John 11111 Sheets place,. set near the Ne lson Moore place these were most ly 

.'~r,"and was sk1dded by McClint10 and Ramp Galford .The lumber· wag on.ed to Bu­

id..," and rafted to Roncev ente,most of t he l umber rafted to Ronll.ev.,nt e waS bou­

p< by a " an by the name of Speagle of N. Y and went to furnJ!l>X:e factori. all 

cr."" th.e eastern part of the U.S . 

"hey .1s o s • ..,ed for lIcC lint l c on Dr y Cr eek the t ·linber com~g from the John 

fA=~"r'm~ place all tbe t imber · sawed f or Runter · IlcC lintfc was skidded by him 

and Ca=D Galford . . . 
• 

Ii s et \1as sawed for i',' illiam McClint i c this set was between. the Galford 

... n c r es dence and knmm now as McClintic Farms. !:.O'".l.Se end the ltcC l1 t1 1 

:B .. ~ ld OJ Louder o ilk 'l7as sal7V er on a ll the1r " J operations. 

?he williams River section furnished a b1g percent of the l umbering oper_ 

the SO 1es to ';'.; 1920 3t i~. c! t hi s Co. f rom back in and sin ce that time . only 

2 c :- 3 e i l l s hav e op ere.ted back tbere , as tile n ~overnment has bought-- the g-ter · 
~ of tb~8 section for ~ r eforestat ion purposes 
":.:l~ aE i on wi l l be the and in yearsto Come no doubt 

s cene of gr eat 1 b ,_ urn er manufactur ing ther e_by furnish , '_.I lJ't to the peop le f o Poc ahonta s County • r as in days gon e by • 
..... onc.at1cm.it . Q .l.!cZeevcr B k . uc eye .W.Va. 

C. R 81 n. H111oboro . n .Va . 
.. . W weJ 111 _._c . ~L y . 1.Va. 

r . . .. ... " 
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And Industry .• Samuel (l Smith Hillsboro.",. Va. pocahontas Co. 

B~~.~~~ ·And · LOudermilk.(Lumber) 

Ig9~ \Vashington Beverage and David iV Louderm1,1k both of Buckeye 

a . set for Millard F Ruckman of M1211point, the ci:rcuJ.ar mill 19II.S set 

the Ruckman r es idence getting the water from the Fallfug Spring t'o 

run the boiler with. 

Ruckman. logged .the m12l1 with a team of horses during the first' of 

the operation but the sk1.dding was quite heavy so he employed Withrow MCC~ 
linties two teams of oxen driven by Fant· Armstrong and John Maupin for ' McC_ 

lintio. 

Camps were made to care fOD' the men and stables for the o~en. 

Devl:.d W Loudermilk was, the sawyer' and Lee V" R\wkman air. that t 1me a · 

small boy assisted with th.e cooking at th:e camp. 

Inf-W.O Ruckman 
M.e Smith. 

Mrs. M.e " 

1! lllpoi:nt. W. Va. 
Hillsboro. I I 

I I , , 
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• 
And Indust r y- S . G Sm1th,H111sboro,r.,Va.?ocahontae County. 

J . ',71ll iam !.:cCl ur e -Lumbe r ) 

In I927 J . ',71lliam McClure of nea r l'Iarwick on the Marlinton to 

orlick r oad bought a Circular Saw Mi1'1 from Joe Dilley and set 1t on 

li s farm to S8 W for himself and to do custom sawing for his ne 1ghbors,the 

106
s 

cut from the MoClure farm were skidded by oxen with a horse in front 

8S be i B one of the very f ew farmers today in this Beation that usee Oxen 

be 10bged the mill with Oxen and does his farm work with them w1th the 

help of one horse out i n front. 

Uost ~f the l umber cu~ , py h i m waB sol d locally to farmers to 

f'rect dwel lings and barmi" . And at the pr esent t i me t h e mill is only run 

1<hE-n famers br ing i n some l ogs t o be sawed ,mo-st of t he t~mber- in th;s 

section was Cheetnut . 

- nfon::ation _ J. t7illiam McCl ur e 

I da UCCl ur e 

Marlinton , \'i' , Va.P.fd. 

" . , I I I 
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2/26/4 0 Commerce And Industry.S.G Smitb Hll1sboro.W .Va.Focahontas Co. 

Lumber-

In 19 C!1 David P Barnes of Bucks Run bad Decalb Kinnison 

of near seeb~ and Clark Williams 

:tented tbe George Williams mill to 

at tbat time of Marlinton wbo 

S(J/ for bim~be tbousand. 

bad 

Camps were built for the mill men and Barnes did his own 

sldldding as he bad two teams and be hilred t-hll 10gl cutby local men. 

Kinnison was sawyer and Williams looked after thl' mill and kept things 

moving along. 

They cut about 500. 000 at tis set for Barnes and cut- a 

","all amount- for Ira Hannah a+so of Bucks Run and _ Mountain 

they finished UP. in. 1911. Br idger 

All of this l umber that could be so.ld locally was sold the 

rest was taken by wagon and two and four horse team to Marlinton for 

sh i pment to where eV,er 1:e could get an. order for a car load. 

Information. John C M N c eill. Buckeye.W.Va • • 

George Will1'ams Hill b • B oro. I I 
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CC~iRCl AND IN ~USTRY. S . G Smith Hillsboro. W.Va . Pocahontas County. 

LUI::lb e r-Paul Gol den-

In 1923 Paul Golden the owner of a Department store in Marlin_ 

ton r. . Va. and t he olme r of a Circular Saw Mill bought a boundary of land 

fro'" A .£ and pearl Harouff and l l mer and Icy Reaste r daughter of Lucy lIy_ 

trs and "as part of the Armstrong pl ace on Dry Creek and contained ra! acres 

enu Gol dan pa i d $2,4 00. 00 for the lend end timber,this land was sold by S.H 

Ru kEr a lawy t;tt of Marlinton as special commissioner. 

The mill was set on this farm just above the residence of Cam_ 

E!'On L Ar ms trong and not far from th~ line between th~ Old Armstrong Place 

e..:ltl. the \iasb Bev erage farm now. mmed, b¥ .roeeph Beve rage.The Old Armstrong 
the old Armst~ong barn. 

house -:a~ us ed a s a ca mp a nd the horses we"e kept at 1I'111'111''fl11'1'1'1-'' Ijy,~ 
Iftfl(Pf7I9f7'11f· Go~den did his ovm skidding as he had 4 teams but hired 

~111 iem 0 Ruckman of near Millpoint to skid by the day this made 5 t eams 

skidding at th is op eration . 

, Clark Wooddell of oe M 1 a r ax i n t on contracted the cutting of the 
l=b€r,Ldd Eodge s Of near t beli 

. 0 2., 'Wayne Jac kson of Buckeye and Bert- Roberts 
or l!.arl1n t on sawed th e on mill at differ ent t i me s duri th is . ng . operat~on on 
ry Cr Eck end upon compl et i on th 

ey had cut around 900. COO feet of mixed lum-
~= as tb..1.s section has b th o Red and \'/h i te Oak as well as Cheetnut,Ash,Foplar 

tr(~s found i n this section of the 
count ry . 

Th1s operat i on worked for ' a 
per i Od of about a year and finished 

t l~ber wae wa60ned t o Bucket e 
t 

and thbre l oaded on cars of the C • 0 
.M~~ nt .U~on 00 1 t ~ 

r mp C ion the 1 b 
um er \,:, o.a all rtDv ed ou~ b"t t~ '6 ",i'l 

Tt (flf' .\..0 t 2 ., are belore -4t ..., UJ ..I. set 
1t wao Bold by a 

• !CD- 1 .. a'ul.e eu.ck< y 'I': v Olden and mo\r6d away . 
r Clc;ot.&n . • I . I' ; ll . 

C ~~ R.0~r4' . Vurllnt on . ..... . V 
C.L J.r trocl . !\aokf >t'''.Va. 



And Indust ry .pocahontas Co. 
Chapter 7 commerce -

• S.G, Smith 
Smith And HO~~~ ---------- H nlsboro, W, Va. 

pennsylvania oeme to po-
Smith and J.L Howard of 

In 1904 L.N from 267 acres from ClawsOD 
b ht 1I1e timber 

cahontas County sh doug d June 22/04 by ". Clawson IIcne111 
~oneill of Marlinton the deed signe 

Frankie 

all but 

11 and Joseph Pennell her husband all 
Mcneill, Obarlotte Penne 

of Bu
ckeye,they paid $349S .00 this WaS mostly har_ 

the former 
some soft wood namely Chestnut and Hemlock . 

dwood but the; cut 

They had two sets one near th e Eidence of James F. Auldridg~ 
. 

the ot her set in the Kel lison Hollow then owned by Luther Kellison an d 

now o1med by A,G.Klll1ngsworth and Gilbert Wil·!ong about one mile South 

of S~ckeye,about 3 mil lion feet was cut on this farm. 

Smith and Howard had a new circular mill that required nine men 

to q> operate ,the cutting amd ak1dddng was~ contracted to different peo. 

pIe but Luther Kelliaon did mo t of the skidding,they paid $2 .50 for day 

laboc, $I · 50 for cutt ing and $5 .00 for skidding. 

They started operat ion in 1904 sawed until 1905 ran in to diffld_ 

ul t Y end sold out t 0 o .J. El anchard,A.D. Nell and R.A.Mcdonald of Flkins 

•. 'a .tt., received $8000.00 for the mill mach inery and the timber that 

:.t.!y l".ad not opt>rated Mr H 
J • award was sawyer and when they Bold out h e 

•• r~loyr~ by b 
e D~1f OT/oprs to cont inue 

•• 1 t up th 

LtC' , 1 it 

• • r ~ . 

with the sawing ,a tram road 

Xell i son HOllow 
the log(cars or trucks) were pulle up 

7 e .4.yOUn 
01aybourn~ 

t 

run or dr i f t to the ~ll. 

P nnoylvania and 'aryland. 

[ol1o'l1ng flU"'. Jaappr Auldr1c11r 

oDrloon .J..."po T • Auldr i clj;p ..,cl 

by Gilb rt .iIrona and ,.0.1111-



Ohnpt pr 7---- page 2--- S.G.S. pooa.Co . 
sm i th & Hor.ard 

--------------- ---
A small board1ng house 10'" built to take care of the workmen out_ 

side of th1s there we no added growth to this part of Buckeye community 

save for the small payroll,this operation went out unnoticed, they finished 

up in 1906 all lumber was shippe:l out and the mill and all. machinery moved 

out of tE county. 

Information J.L.Howard 
court Recorda 

. , 

. , 

~.,.. -

Buckeye, 
Marllnton 

• 

W.Va. 

" -





,. J,.l,d 1nd\lstry . S:unuEl G S:nith ,:: lllsbOro. : .. Va.Poailontas CO. 

_ Lumber-
1910 pett r Eurns & Sons,namely J)&v id,Earry,ldvm rd,Solomon and Camercn 

.. circlllar saw mill and set it near where the ~aryland Lumber Co had 

mill and cut framing out of Oak,Hemlock and Chestnut for the band mill 

to be put in by Maryland Lumber Co. After' sawing the framing for the band 

mill thOy moved ou.t.ThOy di d thl:B sawing for the Maryland Lumber Co.peter 

EIlrns sold hi s farm:to tne CDmpanyJ for a mUlsite . 

Information. Obarlie Call ison.Hill sboro.w. Va . 

Wint er s Cochran Beard. I I 

Frank Knapp . nerunar. " 

D/./'III fJ! /1/./JfJ/ / 
In 19 crr & a;!) a man by the name of H Strtke of pennsylvania had his 

Ci~cular saw mill in operat i on on the Lincoln S C h 

f 

oc~f~ontheend 

o Droop MOWltain overlooking Locust Creek d 
Church ,be sawed off and on an not far from the Old Droop 

for near a year' and moved 
the job . out without finishing 

Information. Winters Cochran . Bear.d. 'iI . V 
Sidney Mc.coy . I I , I 1 a. 
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In 1911 James Gabert of Locust Creek ~~d at tha~ time owner of ~ 

property operated a circular saw mill just below the old gr­

ro1ll ,this is the hollow that Locust Creek winds it's way through get_ 

Greenbri er - Riv er at Locust which is a f lag stop' on the 0 & 0 

railroad . 
Gabbert did his own skidding and only used a skeleton o~ so to 

speak on the mill as he onl y worked lj. to 5 men on the mHl at' a t iljle, th1is 

t i mber "as mostly Hemlock, Whi t e and Red 0 ak and when they had finished 

operating the timber - from his own place it- was f ound he had sawed 75·000 

besides sawing 10, 000 feet for Ll isha and Charlie Oalliso~ that they had 

"B-goned in from down on the 1'i"er t -h1s being buit cut s and cull telephone 

poles that were being cut and put ' b{,.t at that t i me i"nl and around Beard,W.Va. 

The high grade Gabbert lumbe r was sold to lumber ' b~yers and load­

E'd at at Locust a siding on the C & 0 J the lower" g rade was sold l ocally to 

fe:r!!oErs f or 

Ed at th is 

farm -

barn building purposes,while Oallison 's used what they- had saw­

set erecting new and remodeling old buil di ngs on the Callison 

This operat ion finished in 19'1 I. 

: domat ion Sidney McOoy-. Beard. YI. Va • 
C"nar1 1e Call11son. Hillsboro. W. Va.. 
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corrJllerCe & Industry. Sar.lUel. G Smith . Hillsboro. ~; . Va .Focahontas Co. 

LUJIlber-
In 1915 HEnry Moore of Stony Creek bought a Circular mill snd 

on Dry Cr eek a branch of stony Creek nEar the road leading to 

Creek and just above ii~ /Onoto. 
The mill was set and Moore cut and skidded his own logs to be 

,.roed into l umbe r that was used on the farm ( Moore) in erecting a barn 

and othe r out buildings and upon completion of saw ing the 10£8 they had 1 

In it "as found he had sawed Sa. 000 feet. 
The mill is still where it- was first set and has been rented to 

differEnt people to saw lumber on. 

( The other pperations on thiB mill will be taken up later a8 no 

i nfor mation at present . ) 

Information .Henry Moore. Marlinton.W . Va.R .Fd. 

T.D Moore I I I I 
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mig part 

.:ounty o ...:.p:::o:.::c::.a;:~:.:o.::n_~_"_s __ _ 

. ~nCE AND rnUSTRY 117H?.....:·:....::C::(lI~I:.:,.:.~::.:_ 
'- . stly proud. of of I;est Virgi nia is J? 

~. luob.>r industry . 

S6J!1Uel 5m1t1l' 
Hillsboro 

the part it played in 

of Pennsylvania came 60vm to ,lest Virginia I n 1903 the Warn Bros . . . 
nd o~ht timber l ands in this 

Di tori ct a.e eBating some 3 ,100 

county on Cranberry' Riv~r, Little Levels 
: J.:r../.; '1L'j '1" 'd. -7,./ ~~ trw' ':d .. {4. J I.o~ 

acres t~purcbasea t:rom the Kennison Bros' 

nk C. P . Dunlap and A ._ M. Edgar. na..oel..v ,'esl ej' and Fre. , , 

Stamping Cr eek a tributary of Greenbrier River ~ set their mill on _ ~ey 

and not f'a r from C & 0 Rail road 'of the Greenbrier division and about 

• 

. ', . 
.c.il.e !'rom State' road ' knovm as R- 219 , built dwell ing houses for the 

Ol"'kr-en and a l al'ge store and th~ pl a ce was known as 'liarn To\'m. . '.l"he. 

ell \1aS a couble band . 

Ey 1..Q05 they had laid R. R. tracks from Warn Tovm to Cranberry s ome 12 

t.o 15 ci~e . ':'hi s rai l road \' .. a s the Cranberry RaiJ.road Co. A corpora tion 
t : -'. R . T"nomes , Pres . 

/ 
ey Ope~ated under the name of Warn Lumber Co . Prestoh S: Warn Gen . 

~. , o1s brother Harry was r ailroad Supt. Anoth er Brother Robert was 

too I: """ ond 6tore manager , .nother brother, George; a l ewyer wa s a 

~I·.nt ~6~n_r .a he stayed' in Pa , and only contributed in advisory 

!'Un t"o 1.r .. lne dai ly from Cranber-ry to Warn Town wh ich heuled 
way . 

, 
• AO ly IOrt~ood nar.e ly Spru ce and Hemlock . 

o ca.q,. at. 8. time on Cranbel.ry R'ver 
~ cutt ing and Skidding or U •• It..o had ~O to 50 

heac.1 of horses t o do the ski66ing . 
mo...,.y GladU .,.. on the t".ct 

u oper ated by Larn Lumber o •• 
cs.,.al I'rloon C 

P 1. foO\'l locat d on t.h1s .!In.n:e IV.d . 
(1 .ao 

Ya.,. by P' pl 
~'l roz, I·rlu. r.rm PI' l a or ill Oint du 

• 
, 1,)' 

rd h1c:k ,. e . r D •• ,tar • 01 up I. , l4 n4 0.1 nc- ., <1 UUl ov.; ,0r. .. r, t 

tel"l'1 tory . 



1 
, 
• 

• 

- 2-

s pw'chase cl the entire area end set .. side par t of it' a6 a game re-

. he moved from I. arn Town to Raywood near the head' of t he Greenbrier 

river . -
Afte r I':arn ' s finished and had sh i pped all their lumber out the pe~ple 

began to move out to other l umber manufacturi ng pl ace s and to get 
, 

work end so in ~ ' v.ery short time ther e Vies b!-,t 20 or 3 h ou ses left and ' , 

at present t her e is none . 

sour ce of rnfoFmation Court Records I,:ar linton 
, . ' 

J . O. fuorrison- Mar linton -. . , . 
M. ~. Smithe - H~ll s.boro · 

, .. , , 
. Anna' Ylallace Millpoint ',', .. ' • 

" - " 
• 

, 
• 

r' . ~ 

, -
- " 



commerce And tndU8tl, ,8.0 8E1tb,Hl118boro , I.Va.pooahOBta8 

In the winter of 1889 and 90 Jo1m and j!Ldy '" O'brian of 01q CcNal7 

drifted to poc&bontu County a::d cut so",e l=bEr for Dan1
8

1 • .... 111 wi 

Buckeye and at that t1Jlle ltvi:ng 1%1 the head ~ the hollow abc)ye "... • .at 

. Hann&b IIcUe111's th18 lumber was cut by a lib 1p Saw and only Pop1a1' ... 

yellow were used and only the cho1c· l Ogs . 

This l umber was used ln t he d,.e1l1%lg hous e of !)snle1 ... 1101&111 .... 

" , 

upon lntervle"l ng b ls wldo" Nancy A 1!clle ll l who 1_ past 88 year. of , 

age she says the l umber sawed by O'briane was u8~d' to put an extra rooa 

on their bouse aleo & porch • 

. Th~s farm is now owned by Cl1fford Adk1Bon of lIar linton. 

... y,nt a. Information, Nancy A McNel1l, ?ucke e M V 

A. W I!cNe1l1 
VI ,O McKeE'Ver 

J. B Buckley 

" 
" , , 

, , 
, , 
, , 
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R •• arch 1ml .II.I5}#.1~L~!..--­
Samuel G smith 

'!'ypistS8JDuel G Sm1 th 
. - - --.--- - ---_._-- -----

Dat. I1I7/41 . ---. . _-------------

Dnte it6ssarch Taken 
---------

lJaoe r,'Ped I/I7/41 - _ ... ---~:::-----

SO~1rce J. Luthe]!" McNeiU.l Marlinton. fute Mi-;--il-- --Tr --.---

, . , 

. . , 

--- --_. __ .--'-. -



Commerce and Indust ry. SamuelG Smith Hillsboro . W.Va .Pocahont .. 00. 

pe t era And Gay.Lumber. -

In ISS~ J ohn p et er. of Ne~ York and Levi Gay fathe r of Allan and JahD 

. f near bought a circular mi m and "ent in t h e lumber busines. and 

operat1oru on LaUllel Cr eeka. they, bought timber from George WhUe and 

from John Adam McNeel a t whav i. known today .... vhl' John Adam hack1ng.~ 

cut Ash and Cherry . 

Auburn Fr i el wa. sawyer and J . LutheD: Mc.Ne~m f1 r ed vbe bouer tbe loss 

.. re skidded with, oxen and Adam C Young drove a team of t h e Oxen they, out 700, 

000 at this set it was eithell. wagoned or put" on sleds and hauled to th.. mau.th 

'of Stoney Creek and put i n th.e Greenbri er Rl v.·er and raft-ed to Ronoeverte 

.h.~e it was bought· by l umbe r buyers ftrom New York and Ph ila delphia Pa.eaoh 
, , 

raft had. from 20 to 25 ,roo f eet i n it·. 

They f i n i shed this set in 85. 

lnformat i on J. Luther McNeill. Marlinton . 11 . Va . 
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l---- __ Chapter Spvpn ---------_ 
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pocahontas County, S;G,Smith , , 
9-!4-"l!O - H illsboro, W.Va. 

ert~ Greenbrier County,bought 
R Boyd of Roncev 

In I9IS FLoyd . f m Mrs . Jessie Kennison of Hllls-
30 acres r o 

thf' timber of! of some orat ion. 
barb lying just outside the oorp ite oak but several thousand feet of 

T hi s timber was most l b w~efore a greater percent of the 
red oak this was virgin t1.m er 

~ tiibor was "rirst grade. 
Mr. Jame s Jordan who is 86 y ears old 

In my conv\ersat i on with 

f t ttlers of Hillsboro West Vir ginia, that is 
and on E" of the irs se f th fin t t t 
no" living to day .R e, tells me this was one a e e s rae s 

of timber be ever saw,very l arge trees towering skyward with 3-~­
and 5 logs rang ing from I 2to I~ feet in l ength with v e ry; f ew limbs 
or knots. ' . , 

, , Mr Boyd paid $6 . 000.00for this t i mber as it was all very 

higb grade timber ,on level land ,a greater part of this timber was 
cut and skidded to a log landing and. the re loaded on wagons and by 
four horset team taken to Seebert ,whicli is a station of the 0&0 

Rail r oad of tbe Greenbrier division ,loaded on fre i ght cars and 

sllipped t o a vene<ring company to be out - and steam rolled and made 
r eady for sh ipment to furniture factories i n all part s of the 
oi ted Ste.tee . . 

After a~l tbe logs suitable f or vennering purposes h a d 

b£~ 6h i pped out Ur Boyd set a Circular saw mill ·to saw the l ow grade 
loge that were Dot Buitable for fUTnitur~ the men were pai d from 

. ; ·50 to t · 50 a day mos t of tbese men Came her e with Mr. Eoyd but a 
~"' ~n were 1 . rep oYEa fr om Pocahontas County . 

=.! 1 out o;r~~: ~~~~t1on finished up in :;.t219 Mr. E oyd moved his 
.,....." of U =:ber l>.tt on~ ~~a~~ng Compl e t ed the operation of a small 
~Ut v'u:l. DI st rIct t e l andmark s of Hill sboro and the 

: 1 of th. year and aSt he fOilage was ve ry beautiful in the 
no iced by t mo ori sts passing through. 

Intor .... t1on ______ -Jam.s J ordan-- -H 1111sboro 

J ohn Jordan----H 111shoro .W.Va . 

o or 8 Ttholomrw ___ Hillaboro. 

, 
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In 19 Cl! Henry yeager of o:ar l1nton bought the t 1n:b er from th~ John .• : .... 

~ place and knOwn "t thst time aa the Dav 1a Kinn1son plac e on sta.'Ilp1ng Cr­

And Industry , SIlJlIUel G sc:1 th H1llaboro .:;. Va . Focaho
ntas 

Co. 

Lumber-

employed Alex Rob1son who had a c1rcular m111 to saW 1t for b1m , 

taking the contract of the cutt1ng and skidd1ng ,at
tem

pt
e

d to l og the m11 

.itb a yoke of catt le but found out he could not sO he emp l oyed James, G1bson 

of Hk Ri-vO< to sss1st bim in the logging and 1n. hauling the lumber' to seebert, 

:.ugb. alsO b U ed two teamS from page Gay and they were d~~ven by' Char lice MCCoy 

and Wll1iam stewart . j ThO m111 was set near the Edd Ferguson house at the foot- of the moun-

ain thO OOl.1
e
r ,.aa drawn by 16 horaes and at the l ower ' ford of sta'llp1'ng Cr~ 

.et th~ all. but- drowned some of thO hor.s es as the water ' waa both' swift and 

eep but by- tbe quick work some of the t eamsters 6.aved t:e har.s
e a

• 

campa wer e built" to ca:te fOD' t h.e men and stabl e s for' the horses and 

""nation ,;as in progress. Among the men. t hat wo):ked fo): ' J ames. Gl,b aon were the 

!'ollo-1ng his t wo Bons Fr.ank and Wint-era Clark. u., ..... 'h. 
J ,a~) an~ Feltner: Hannah all:. of 

Vaugh,;VL,ll1am I Jackson 1t/1¢/¢#t#¢~/ 
I U:.. 'Ja.d.e Gum "a8. employed with. his team by \ 

~ Uriah KIamer also worked for Gi bson snd W1111am Lip t:mP wor.ked fo'!' Rob1son 

from the top of the mou-
on tbe ~111.A sli de was made and used to get the logs 

IltL1n to the foothills . 

f'.idta having a skidding contract Gibson hod .... the contract of 
where it ",aa shipped wagoning thO 

cr to Sf-ttert out over ' the 0 & 0 and part of it went 

reo 

row McClint io contracted the cuttin 
, 11 0,,<1. Ort and J h g and skidding of 

o n ldmiuton an br: '.. d J.o..nty oole ski dded 

• c,;,'TU Hn\. ..... 00 1 

a sect i on of ti=­

it with Mcc lintic • 

" mp '0 in 190 
o .C _"/ ... til} 2 . 

: 110.1rU"iT V fa Gl~on.~.rl\nton _ . ~. -D .k Ruokmnn W111po1nt . ~ . Va . 
,I . V., 11k R IT OIlt • 
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Smi t h ?111sboro.Pocahonta~ County. 
, •. .; '.0.0 CO::I:.trc(' And Inc1uatry--- . \"; .Va. 

Y B Hsler of pennsylvania bought tbe timber 
' . In tht Spring of 1903 A· 

!r 300 acres from Joseph 5 Smi
th.25 seres from Thomas t Hogset t and the 

ti%bC r from 25 80res from William Auldridge all of nea~' Millpoint W,Va and 

~ acree of timber from captain James McNell l of Buckeye W,Va or a total 

of 360 8cres . , 
I.1s1er contracted the sawing to the Hill brothers of Hillsboro W,Va 

""",Ely ':1111s the O\7Iler of the mill and the sawye r Lee and 17ill1a.m P Hill 

did the f iring and l ook ing after the mIll which was a Circular 11.111. 

ThE skidding was contracted to Marv in C Smith who had two logging 

:£a:B he drove one team and Charlie W Ruckman drove the other they were 

bo~h of near Mi llpoint 11/ 11 Va . and from the Marv in Chappel community from 

which east of this t i mber was taken . . . 
7he firs t eet was in- the Glade pasture and near the Old Tan House 

wh ich _as uBed f or a camp . The next set ~as i n the Limestone Spring Hollow 

~ the last set was on ~ back side f o the Smith farm near the Hogsett, 

j,;Jlcldge l ine. 

J 1. t bber was mostly cut in bill stuff to be u s ed 

tOD o! 'blp. and !rldges m some was cut 9 by 12 and 30 to 

in the conBtruct-

40 f eet long,these 

I • • 

· 0 If ' 

:t t (\ 

• \0 

drawn by a Steam Tracyion Eng ine and loed(d on hta heavy wagons 

rt r(~y tor sh i pment to many diiferent sect ions where they 

and Ih ip a onatruotlon . ThlB timber \'1'8.6 mostly ii1l 1te Oak 
,Poplal'.R d 00.1: ILIld Ch otnut . At th 
~ I 10, d rr~ S t.o 10 men on tho mill . 

toll at 190 . 
;:;tr. \Oft (hUlhfd, In h 

lof·."~"OG __ 
11.0 I Hb 

• Will I.,. , 11111 
Hllllboro. \'/ • \" 8. • .. .. 

L-__ -............. __ __ 
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Co::.n,(ro£ And Industry S.G Smi t h po cahon tas County. 
Hillsboro ,7:, a . 

___ '''itllrov~ llcCllnt ic - ----

In 1929 t'cClintic set a c ircul a r mill on th e 1~cClintic fa rm near 
old L'ill! r house near the N.C Rogel's line to opErate the timber near -Ftnntll Top around the old fLiller house and Black Lick Hollow,however 

this set WES nev er finished by him as he became sick a.nd d i Ed before com_ 

plet 10n thus ending tbe career of one of the aBt useful citizens of Poc­

shoat a s ounty,as be furnished employment to more people than any other 

individual in pocahontcs county~ as from 20 to 3 0 men ate at his table the 

rear around bes idEs the ones that boarded at home and workedf for him. 

On the !!cCllntic farm you found a store in which h~ k.€pt all kinds 

oi grocEries and other sup pliE-s t hat he sold to th~ men working for him, 

&.& he had tennant . hou~ scattE:red 'out ovEr a wid~ area of the¢' farm and 

if .. he.y hal beEn buil.t close together there would have been a good size 

little town as today upon enter i ng the McClintic far m i t l ooks like 

E':ltf r1ng a 8Mll tmm or villag e as b 1 i u 1 d ngs cover some 5 or- 6 acres. 

After the death of UcClint ic i n t he fall of 3I men that had work_ 

ed for h1~ for years had to find employment el sewhere,thus the passing 

~ a =an tat r.as greatly mi ssed not only b y the men that ·worked for him 
bu~ by hie bus1ness associates as he "'as knor.n far and • d near as the man 
.::.&t 1d "td. nc;: a as his payroll mEant a lot to jrhe S wago Community in wh i ch 

P.l. widon aes ale UcCllnt1c r£aid1ne- a t ~arlinton t ells me that 
~Llr.e alt£r '0 ~~y j obs ,long 

• or". ; 4 u .. r. UoOllntt:to d uyo. 
houre, lo88 of s l eep and 1 e uJ. al xx .g ar mE S 

JrJ'o Uon B lu le UcOllntic 
W.O O=1th 

Liar lin t lim 

Hill sboro . Co f' R cordI 
lIf\ ~no""l d· l ot _, ~arl l nton 

(U!tt l rl . 

W, \Ta. 

" 1#/ 
" 



• 
Co~(rc' and 1ndust ry __ -8.G Smith H!l lsboro,Pocah ontas County • 

• 1 ,Va . 

H.H. Sl&l:» ---_ 

In 1902 and 03 H.B Sleer of pennsylvania operat ed ti~ber near 

'(.rd,'.'I,Va t hat he bought from J acob W Beard of Beard W,Va he set h 

~!. portebl' Oircular Millon the Beard farm on the run just above the 

, ;(sbyt ll:!.an Church and near the l1ne between the Beard farm and that 

i Franl:: Knapp . 

He cut mostly White Oak which was cut in to Fl1tch according 

to r:y informants which VIas used in the building of Ships ,thes'e boards 

.ere 3 inches th ick and as wide as the l og as the logs were never sq_ 

uar~d and the bark left on as the Edger was never used on the boards. 
• • 

Sl«r had 4 teams that he di d the skidding with and from 15 to 20 

~ " ere Employed on the mill and in the "oods , camps we r e built to house 

he ~en and stables w~ built to stable the horses.khen this se t was fl_ 

:JiBhE:d they moved to another SEt nEar what is kn m7ll as Locust as it was 

nfar wh er e Locust Creek enters the Greenbr i er Ri ver. 

~~ J F Rock and his wife Iei e run the b 
oarding house .The lumber 

~a8 l oadE:~ on board fr ei ght car s of the C 
& 0 Railroad and shipped to 

eh ip buil di ng CEnter s of the Eaete 
rn part of the u S 

Th i s opErat i on furnished e 1 . • 
for rnp Oyment to l oca.l wo rkers 

tbe :;e..yroll w~nt out unnot i ced . and save 

n!oraa 10n ____ J .Y Rock 
(ur. J.Y) I ele R k oe. 

Winters Oochran 
Frank Knapp 

HillSboro . , , 
BEard , 

, , 

iV ,Va . , , 
, , 
, , 



S"bjeotaommu.c.~_~dUi..t.u.J.l!!!!ber !Al.t. JL6L4:I _________ ._. _ _ 

Rs ::;ea.rch lIor~:e r ..8. G._Smit.h ____ _ 

Sonr ee I . B· Callison .l&lU'linton. W. Va. 
- .- -------- - --_ .. Lnte 
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Co~ rce And Indus try.S.G Smith Hill sboro.~.Va.Pocahont&B Co. 

- Lumbe r_ 

In t~ spring of 1935 George Williams of nea r Lobelia moved 

bis o ir cular mill to Locust Creek to saw for G.C Beard on the old 

Callison Place that is owned by G.C and Georgia Beard. 

• • 

Palmer. Land1!s and Jesse Scot t of Beard clLt the timber wh1l..B 

Letche r Kidd /MY~ did the skidding and when the operat ion was comp~e_ 

ted i t was found they had sawed I25. 000 feet which was Poplar', Bed Oak 

and Chestnut . Mr.Bear.d made use of. t-he lower' grades and sold the top 
. 

g rade t o be shipped wher,e ever' th.ey could get an order. 

No camps we re built as the men boarded at home. 

rnf.ormllt ion..:!':. B Callis on . !.\arlinton. 'l/ . Va. 
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SnbjectCOlamerce &- I ndustry. Lumber .. ---_ .. _- -- -- .----
Date __ r.IJL!j::r .... .. - - _ _ ___ . _ _ 

Date Rose:;rch Taken J:Lj.'.!..::!I-.../..41 __ 

Typist .lL.G 8m1 t" - --... -- - ~- - ----.~-------

E. B Call1s0n.Mar11nton.~.Va. 
Sour ce Dat e Filed 

... - _ ... _--- --"-'- --' ------
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commerce And Industry ,Samuel G Sm i th. Hillsboro. W.Va. Pocahontas Co. 

_ Lumber-

In the fal l of 1935 George Williams of near Lobel1a moved hl8 

mill to Locust Crlfl< and to the Riohard Callison Farm now owned by 

his sons Dennie and Elba and located on Trump Run and here sawed 

42,000 feet for Elba tlria timber' c.om1'ng from what is known as tb-e 

Raymond Plac.e and tILe orig inal Callison land. 

Th~ mill was set· i in the hollow above the reslidence o~ Elba 

th.e timber: waa cut· by Paul Cutlip of Beard and.. Jesae Starks of Spice 

th.e skiddin& ",B.8" done by Letd1lr Kldd' and Remus. Cutlip a1.60 of Beard 

ti .'Ta.Th.e t imb.er· was mostly Red Oak,Poplar and Black Walnut-,tljj! best" 

• i!.'"""'6 WSA sOl.d and trucked out whll.e the lower grade was sold loca­

lly to nearby' farmers • 

Information- 1. a Call1son . Marlint on. W. Va. 



11 Va. pocahontaa Oo·1I!i.1 
", .. ,ohnro, . . . . • 

-~ ' t E ' P)" o~.: ct 
:Tes t V':' r cinit:. ./l'"] . (.. r • 

aES~.RCP. ! DE.;i'I}'lCf. TI0~1 h!?ORT 

. Q,( ,.. (./'jI.J~ - 'l 
S"bjectCo~~ And Industry(Lumber ) n.t. _J.Z/.JZ/1f..Q-----------
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~",6789IC 
,,~ )/ ,.1;.;...--

Gathered from all the older 
SO'.ll"ce citizens of this community ._---------- --- Ihte Filed 

...t..~ :. .... ~O - (.:0, 

The information on this report has been gathered" a ~ffferefrt~+'me8 M ... .... ~ '" 

and due to thiS . operation taking pl ece l ong ago h ~ som~ ·. tr®.b~ 
to . Ilet t he date. correct • and only got the finel on f:..9),:{ tii.]'. $1,e • 

S"p2£G~~'" 


